
 
 

CONTACT WATER 
RECREATION (REC‐1) 

NON‐CONTACT WATER  RECREATION (REC‐2) 

KEY WATER BODIES 

First 
(highest) 
Rank 

Ocean 
Ocean 

Mission Bay 
San Diego Bay 

Second 
Rank 

Mission Bay 
Dana Point Harbor 
Oceanside Harbor 
Lagoons & Estuaries 

Third 
Rank 

San Diego Bay 
Dana Point Harbor 

Stream Mouths 
Stream Systems 

AREAS OF SPECIAL IMPORTANCE 

Coastal waters close to 
shore & open to the 
public for REC‐1 

Coastal waters 
close to shore & 
open to the public 

for REC‐1 

Waters close to & visible from parks & 
other designated recreation areas & other 
areas & structures (piers, wharfs, docks, 

bridges, etc.) open to the public Especially  near sandy  
beaches 

Especially  near 
sandy beaches 

e.g., at: e.g., at: e.g., at:

• State Beaches & State
Parks

• County, JPA, Special
District, & City
Beaches & Parks

• Other Sandy Beaches

• State Beaches &
State Parks

• County, JPA,
Special District,
& City Beaches
& Parks

• Other Sandy
Beaches

• State Beaches
& State Parks

• County, JPA,
Special District,
& City Beaches
& Parks

• National
Monuments

• National Forests
• Other Areas &

Structures  Open
to the Public e.g.,

Coastal 
pathways 
and bridges 

For examples of specific  key areas, please  see Tables 8 and 9 in the Report: Key Beneficial Uses 
and Key Areas:  Focusing on What is Most Important (2017). 
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KEY BENEFICIAL USES OF WATERS IN

THE SAN DIEGO REGION

Focusing on What is Most Important: KEY BENEFICIAL USES  AND KEY AREAS 

RECREATION: Swimming, surfing, aesthetic enjoyment, and more February 2017 
San Diego Water Board 

RECREATION IS A KEY BENEFICIAL USE

Beneficial uses are the uses of water necessary for the survival or well‐being  of humans, plants and wildlife.  
These uses of water serve to promote our tangible and intangible  economic, social and environmental goals. 
Contact water recreation (REC‐1)  is a widespread and iconic  use of coastal waters in the San Diego Region. Even 
more popular are non‐contact recreation (REC‐2) activities in the Region. 

1. KEY BENEFICIAL USES

Key beneficial uses are the beneficial
uses that are most critical to protecting
human and environmental health.

2. KEY AREAS
Key areas are the places where  protection and restoration
of the chemical, physical, and biological integrity of waters
is most important for a key beneficial use.

3. APPLYING KEY BENEFICIAL USES AND KEY AREAS
Where the Board has flexibility,  such as efforts to restore degraded waters, the key beneficial uses / key areas
concept can help the Board decide which work to undertake.  In programs with less flexibility, such as
permitting, the concept can help  the Board decide which aspects  of that work warrant greater attention.

KEY AREAS in the San Diego Region for 
RECREATION 

Identifying key beneficial uses and key areas is the beginning of helping the Board focus on what is most important. 
For  more information see:  • Practical Vision: Healthy Waters, Healthy People (2013) 

• Key Beneficial Uses and Key Areas:  Focusing on What is Most Important (2017)

http://www.waterboards.ca.gov/sandiego/
http://www.waterboards.ca.gov/sandiego/
http://www.waterboards.ca.gov/sandiego/water_issues/programs/keyareas
http://www.waterboards.ca.gov/sandiego/water_issues/programs/keyareas
http://www.waterboards.ca.gov/sandiego/water_issues/programs/key_areas
http://www.waterboards.ca.gov/sandiego/water_issues/Practical_Vision/index.shtml



Accessibility Report



		Filename: 

		key_use_recreation_feb_2017 -FINAL.pdf






		Report created by: 

		Elisa Rivera


		Organization: 

		





 [Personal and organization information from the Preferences > Identity dialog.]


Summary


The checker found no problems in this document.



		Needs manual check: 0


		Passed manually: 2


		Failed manually: 0


		Skipped: 1


		Passed: 29


		Failed: 0





Detailed Report



		Document




		Rule Name		Status		Description


		Accessibility permission flag		Passed		Accessibility permission flag must be set


		Image-only PDF		Passed		Document is not image-only PDF


		Tagged PDF		Passed		Document is tagged PDF


		Logical Reading Order		Passed manually		Document structure provides a logical reading order


		Primary language		Passed		Text language is specified


		Title		Passed		Document title is showing in title bar


		Bookmarks		Passed		Bookmarks are present in large documents


		Color contrast		Passed manually		Document has appropriate color contrast


		Page Content




		Rule Name		Status		Description


		Tagged content		Passed		All page content is tagged


		Tagged annotations		Passed		All annotations are tagged


		Tab order		Passed		Tab order is consistent with structure order


		Character encoding		Passed		Reliable character encoding is provided


		Tagged multimedia		Passed		All multimedia objects are tagged


		Screen flicker		Passed		Page will not cause screen flicker


		Scripts		Passed		No inaccessible scripts


		Timed responses		Passed		Page does not require timed responses


		Navigation links		Passed		Navigation links are not repetitive


		Forms




		Rule Name		Status		Description


		Tagged form fields		Passed		All form fields are tagged


		Field descriptions		Passed		All form fields have description


		Alternate Text




		Rule Name		Status		Description


		Figures alternate text		Passed		Figures require alternate text


		Nested alternate text		Passed		Alternate text that will never be read


		Associated with content		Passed		Alternate text must be associated with some content


		Hides annotation		Passed		Alternate text should not hide annotation


		Other elements alternate text		Passed		Other elements that require alternate text


		Tables




		Rule Name		Status		Description


		Rows		Passed		TR must be a child of Table, THead, TBody, or TFoot


		TH and TD		Passed		TH and TD must be children of TR


		Headers		Passed		Tables should have headers


		Regularity		Passed		Tables must contain the same number of columns in each row and rows in each column


		Summary		Skipped		Tables must have a summary


		Lists




		Rule Name		Status		Description


		List items		Passed		LI must be a child of L


		Lbl and LBody		Passed		Lbl and LBody must be children of LI


		Headings




		Rule Name		Status		Description


		Appropriate nesting		Passed		Appropriate nesting







Back to Top


