STATE WATER RESOURCES CONTROL BOARD

BOARD MEETING SESSION--DIVISION OF WATER QUALITY

JANUARY 23, 2002

ITEM  5

SUBJECT
CONSIDERATION OF A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR OR DESIGNEE TO NEGOTIATE, EXECUTE, AND AMEND CONTRACTS TO PROVIDE FUNDING FOR THE COUNTY LINE CHANNEL FLOOD CONTROL/EASTVALE SAN BERNARDINO LINE 2-13 PROJECT (PROJECT) WITH SANTA ANA WATERSHED PROJECT AUTHORITY (SAWPA) THROUGH THE SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA INTEGRATED WATERSHED PROGRAM (SCIWP) IN THE COSTA-MACHADO WATER ACT OF 2000 AND WITH RIVERSIDE COUNTY FLOOD CONTROL AND WATER CONSERVATION DISTRICT (RCFCWCD) THROUGH THE AGRICULTURAL DRAINAGE MANAGEMENT PROGRAM (ADMP) LOAN PROGRAM

DISCUSSION

Project Description

RCFCWCD has designed and proposed to construct a drainage channel that will intercept storm water runoff and prevent inundation and overflow of dairy wastewater retention ponds that impact the Santa Ana River Watershed.

Surface water runoff from storms in the Cucamonga Creek watershed regularly overwhelms the local drainage networks and flows into the wastewater detention basins of many large dairy farms that operate in the Chino Agricultural Preserve.  The storm water mixes with wastewater from the dairies and causes overflow of the dairy wastewater basins.  As the overflow proceeds down slope, it erodes the existing drainage networks and deposits the sediment and pollutant loads into Lake Prado on the 

Santa Ana River.  The surface flows are expected to increase as the upstream portion of the watershed is developed.

Intercepting the surface flow from runoff events before the waters mingle with the dairy wastewater and cause the basins to overflow will provide significant water quality improvements to downstream portions of the Santa Ana River.  The planned intercept channel will be located along the San Bernardino/Riverside County Line and a portion of 

Bellgrave Avenue.  The system will be designed to handle storm water flows from the 100-year storm events in the Cucamonga watershed in Riverside and neighboring 

San Bernardino County.

The Project will consist of three miles of concrete channel between Hamner Avenue and the Cucamonga Creek Channel.  The diverted flows will discharge into the 

Cucamonga Creek Channel.  A portion of the conveyance will be a boxed underground structure 10 to 14 feet wide and 8 to 10 feet deep, and the remainder will be an open rectangular channel, 20 to 25 feet wide and 10 to 15 feet deep.  This is the primary conveyance backbone facility, and additional storm water drainage tie–ins are anticipated along its length.

Funding and Benefits

Construction of this Project will involve a funding partnership among four local agencies: 

SAWPA, RCFCWCD, San Bernardino County, and City of Ontario.  The total Project cost is $14 million.  SAWPA has requested SCIWP grant funding of $ 6.3 million, which is its full local share.  RCFCWCD has requested ADMP loan funding of $2.5 million, which is a portion of its $3.9 million local share.

The 2000 Bond Act contains the SCIWP which includes $235 million for the SWRCB to allocate to SAWPA for certain types of projects in the Santa Ana River watershed.  This Project meets the SCIWP goals and objectives of:

1. Programs for water conservation and efficiency and storm water capture and management.

2. Planning and implementation of a flood control program to protect agricultural operations and adjacent property and to assist in abating the effects of waste discharges into waters of the State.

ADMP was created by Proposition 204 to address agricultural drainage problems.  The Project meets the ADMP loan program goals and objectives of planning and building facilities or works to reduce the amount of agricultural drainage water discharged, including, but not limited to, source control projects.  The Project will reduce the amount of manure laden wastewater discharged into the Santa Ana River by directly intercepting storm flows before they impact dairies in Riverside County.

The Project also addresses water quality objectives for total dissolved solids and nitrates identified in the Santa Ana Regional Water Quality Control Board (SARWQCB) Basin Plan and implements Nonpoint Source Hydromodification Management Measure 5.1A.

The Project is in accordance with the State Water Resources Control Board (SWRCB) Antidegradation Policy by mitigating the erosion of surface drainage networks and subsequent sedimentation of tributaries to the Santa Ana River.

The Project will protect or enhance the following Beneficial Uses:

1. Freshwater Replenishment (FRSH): The Project will reduce degradation of storm runoff by dairy wastes and direct the runoff to tributaries of the Santa Ana River.

2. Groundwater Recharge (GWR): Groundwater recharged by runoff in the 

Cucamonga watershed will be safeguarded from degradation resulting from high runoff events up stream from the Chino Agricultural Preserve.

ADMP Loan Repayment

The dedicated source of repayment for the ADMP loan will come from Flood Control Assessments that are attached to the property taxes of property owners in Zones 1 and 2 of RCFCWCD.

California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) – SCH# 20010711131

The Santa Ana Watershed Project Authority and RCFCWCD adopted a Mitigated Negative Declaration for the Project on October 2, 2001.  A Notice of Determination was filed with the County of Riverside on October 3, 2001.

· The required mitigation measures that relate to water quality will be incorporated into the Project contract and include the following:

· The RCFCWCD shall coordinate the final project design with the 

Chino Basin Watermaster, Empire Utilities Agency, and Chino Basin Water Conservation District to determine whether it is feasible to incorporate into the Project a turnout for a future recharge basin or other acceptable recharge feature.

· If a recharge basin turnout or other acceptable recharge feature cannot be incorporated into the proposed Project prior to construction, the District,

San Bernardino County Department of Public Works, and City of Ontario shall assist in retrofitting the channel if a future recharge basin project is constructed adjacent to the proposed Project.

· Coordination among the District, City of Ontario, San Bernardino County, 


Chino Basin Watermaster, Chino Basin Water Conservation District, and other relevant agencies shall be sought for future planning and development in the County Line Channel watershed area to ensure that groundwater recharge issues are managed effectively.

POLICY ISSUE

Should the SWRCB:

1. Authorize the Executive Director or designee to negotiate, execute, and amend contracts to provide funding for the Project with Santa Ana Watershed Project Authority through SCIWP for $6,300,000 in grant funds and with Riverside County Flood Control and Water Conservation District through ADMP for a $2,500,000 loan?

2. Require that water quality mitigation and monitoring measures identified in the CEQA process be included in the contract for the Project?

FISCAL IMPACT
Fiscal Impact for SCIWP

The total cost of the above Project is $14,000,000.  SAWPA is requesting that $6,300,000 of these costs be financed with grant funds from the SCIWP.  The following table is a summary of the funding made available for SCIWP through Fiscal Year (FY) 2000-01 State Budget Appropriation which is to be available for expenditure during the FYs 2000-01, 2001-02, and 2002-03 in accordance with Section 2 of the Budget Act of 2000.

	SCIWP PROGRAM
	January 2002

	
	State FY 2001-02

	Budget Allocation
	$133,000,000 

	Less State Treasure Finance Charges (estimated at 3%)
	($3,990,000)

	Funds available for Local Assistance
	$129,010,000 

	Funds Previously committed
	($113,270,426)

	Current Balance
	$15,739,574 

	Requested Funding
	

	The County Line Channel Flood Control Project/Eastvale 

San Bernardino Line 2-13 Project
	$6,300,000 

	Remaining Balance if approved
	$9,439,574 


Fiscal Impact for ADMP

Riverside County, the lead agency for the Project, is requesting that $2,500,000 of the Project cost be financed with a loan from ADMP.  Water Code section 78642(a) continuously appropriates funds without regard to fiscal years from the Drainage Management Subaccount to the SWRCB for the ADMP.  The following table is a summary of the current funding available.

	ADMP PROGRAM
	January 2002

	
	

	Appropriation
	$27,500,000

	Less 3 percent Administrative Overhead
	($825,000)

	Funds available for Local Assistance
	$26,675,000

	Funds Previously committed
	$7,282,870.21

	Current Balance
	$19,392,129.79

	Requested Funding
	

	The County Line Channel Flood Control Project / Eastvale 

San Bernardino Line 2-13 Project
	$2,500,000

	Remaining Balance if approved
	$16,892,129.79


RWQCB IMPACT
Yes, SARWQCB.

STAFF RECOMMENDATION
That the SWRCB: 

1. Authorize the Executive Director or designee to negotiate, execute, and amend contracts to provide funding for the Project with Santa Ana Watershed Project Authority through SCIWP for $6,300,000 in grant funds and with Riverside County Flood Control and Water Conservation District through ADMP for a $2,500,000 loan.

2. Require that water quality mitigation and monitoring measures identified in the CEQA process be included in the contract for the Project.

STATE WATER RESOURCES CONTROL BOARD

RESOLUTION NO. 2002-

AUTHORIZING THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR OR DESIGNEE TO NEGOTIATE, EXECUTE, AND AMEND CONTRACTS TO PROVIDE FUNDING FOR THE COUNTY LINE CHANNEL FLOOD CONTROL PROJECT/EASTVALE 

SAN BERNARDINO LINE 2-13 PROJECT (PROJECT) WITH SANTA ANA WATERSHED PROJECT AUTHORITY (SAWPA) THROUGH THE SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA INTEGRATED WATERSHED PROGRAM (SCIWP) ESTABLISHED IN THE COSTA-MACHADO WATER ACT OF 2000 (2000 BOND ACT) AND WITH RIVERSIDE COUNTY FLOOD CONTROL AND WATER CONSERVATION DISTRICT (RCFCWCD) THROUGH THE AGRICULTURAL DRAINAGE MANAGEMENT PLAN (ADMP) LOAN PROGRAM

WHEREAS:

1. RCFCWCD has designed and proposed to construct a drainage channel that will intercept storm water runoff and prevent inundation and overflow of dairy wastewater retention ponds in the Santa Ana River Watershed.

2. Construction of this project involves a funding partnership among four local Agencies:  SAWPA, RCFCWCD, San Bernardino County, and City of Ontario.

3. SAWPA seeks SCIWP grant funding of $6.3 million for the Project.

4. The Project is consistent with the SCIWP goals of:

a. Programs for water conservation and efficiency and storm water capture and management.

b. Planning and implementation of a flood control program to protect agricultural operations and adjacent property and to assist in abating the effects of waste discharges into waters of the State.

5. The RCFCWCD seeks an ADMP loan of $2.5 million for the Project.
6. The Project is consistent with ADMP goals of developing programs and facilities to reduce the discharge of agricultural wastewater into the waters of the State.

7. RCFCWCD will use the loan to fund the design, right-of-way purchases, and construction of a drainage channel that will intercept storm runoff and prevent inundation and overflow of dairy wastewater retention ponds in Riverside County.
8. The local lead agency, RCFCWCD, adopted a Mitigated Negative Declaration 
(State Clearinghouse No. 3001071131) prepared for the Project.  The required mitigation measures that relate to water quality will be incorporated into the Project contract.

9. The Project is in accordance with the State Water Resources Control Board (SWRCB) Antidegradation Policy, and it will address water quality ojectives for total dissolved solids and nitrates identified in the Santa Ana Regional Water Quality Control Board’s Basin Plan and will protect and enhance Beneficial Uses for Lake Prado and the Santa Ana River, which is a source of Ground Water Recharge for the Santa Ana River Watershed.

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED THAT:

The SWRCB:

1. Authorizes the Executive Director or designee to negotiate, execute, and amend contracts to provide funding for the Project with Santa Ana Watershed Project Authority through SCIWP for $6,300,000 in grant funds and with Riverside County Flood Control and Water Conservation District through ADMP for a $2,500,000 loan.

2. Requires that water quality mitigation and monitoring measures identified in the California Environmental Quality Act process be included in the contract for the Project.

CERTIFICATION

The undersigned, Clerk to the Board, does hereby certify that the foregoing is a full, true, and correct copy of a resolution duly and regularly adopted at a meeting of the State Water Resources Control Board held on January 23, 2002.





_____________________________________





Maureen Marché





Clerk to the Board
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