From: Terry Crowley

To: Reed, Charles@Waterboards

Cc: Rob Scates; Denise Conners <DeniseC@Ilwa.com> (DeniseC@Iwa.com)
Subject: 10-7-2015 2036920 TERRY CROWLEY, CITY OF HEALDSBURG 10-7-2015
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Attachments: BasinPlanAmendmentComments Healdsburg20151007.pdf

Mr. Reed,

Please find attached comments from the City of Healdsburg regarding the proposed basin plan
amendments. Should you have questions or need additional information please do not hesitate to
contact me.

TERRY CROWLEY P.E. | Utility Director
City of Healdsburg Municipal Utility Department
401 Grove St, Healdsburg, CA 95448

707.431.3346 | www.ci.healdsburg.ca.us
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City of Healdsburg
Municipal Utility Department
401 Grove Street
Healdsburg, CA 95448

Phone: (707) 431-3346

Visit us at www.cityofhealdsburg.org

October 7, 2015

California Regional Water Quality Control Board
North Coast Region

Attn. Charles Reed

5550 Skylane Blvd, Suite A

Santa Rosa, CA 95403

By email: Charles.Reed@waterboards.ca.gov

SUBJECT: COMMENTS ON DRAFT BASIN PLAN AMENDMENT TO THE WATER
QUALITY CONTROL PLAN FOR THE NORTH COAST REGION FOR THE RUSSIAN
RIVER WATERSHED PATHOGEN INDICATOR BACTERIA TOTAL MAXIMUM
DAILY LOAD AND ACTION PLAN AND PROHIBITION OF THE DISCHARGE OF
FECAL WASTE MATERIALS

Dear Mr. Reed,

The City of Healdsburg (City) appreciates the opportunity to submit comments on the Draft
Basin Plan Amendment and Action Plan for the Russian River Watershed Pathogen Indicator
Bacteria Total Maximum Daily Load (TMDL). The comments are submitted prior to the
deadline of Spm, October 8, 2015 for inclusion in final documents that will be presented to the
Regional Water Board for adoption.

The City’s Wastewater Reclamation Facility (WRF) discharges disinfected tertiary treated
municipal wastewater to the Basalt Pond for disposal. The Basalt Pond has been designated “part
of the Russian River” because it is hydrologically connected to the Russian River and contains
wetlands that are adjacent to the Russian River. The WRF discharges are subject to the Clean
Water Act and regulated by a NPDES permit (CA0025135). The WRF outfall in the Basalt Pond
is the only Russian River discharge location and effluent disposal in the Basalt Pond is regulated
as a direct discharge to the Russian River.

The Draft Basin Plan Amendment and the Draft Staff Report for the Action Plan Russian River
Watershed Pathogen Indicator Bacteria Total Maximum Daily Load mistakenly identify the City
as operating a facility with “Wastewater Holding Pond Discharges to Surface Waters.” Since the
Basalt Pond is part of the Russian River, not a wastewater holding pond, the WRF must
implement actions specified for “Municipal Wastewater Discharges.” The following corrections





are needed to accurately describe WRF operation and the required actions under the Pathogen
Indicator Bacteria TMDL.

Draft Basin Plan Amendment

Table 1. TMDL Implementation Actions and Schedule for Reducing Delivery of Fecal Waste to the
Russian River Watershed

Bacteria Source
Category

Implementing Parties (Source)

Implementation
Actions

Compliance Date(s)

Wastewater Holding
Pond Discharges to
Surface Water

City of Ukiah, Gity-of
Healdsburg; Town of Windsor,
City of Santa Rosa, Graton CSD,
Forestville WD, Russian River
CSD, Occidental CSD

Other entities with storage pond
discharges to surface water.

No change needed.

No change needed.

Draft Staff Report for the Action Plan Russian River Watershed Pathogen

Indicator Bacteria Total Maximum Daily Load

Table 9.1. Summary of Implementation Actions

Bacteria Source
Category

Implementing Parties (Source)

Implementation
Actions

Compliance Date(s)

Wastewater Holding
Pond Discharges to
Surface Water

City of Ukiah, Cityof

Healdsburg; Town of Windsor,
City of Santa Rosa, Graton CSD,

Forestville WD, Russian River
CSD, Occidental CSD

Other entities with storage pond
discharges to surface water.

No change needed.

No change needed.

The City believes the table entries are erroneous because the references are inconsistent with the
list of municipal wastewater treatment facilities identified in Section 9.2.2 of the Draft Staff
Report (Wastewater Holding Pond Discharges to Surface Waters). Please contact me at 707-
431-3346 or tcrowley@gci.healdsburg.ca.us if you have questions or need additional information.

Sincerely,

Terry Cfowley, P.E.

Healdsburg’s Utility Director







