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3. water Quality Lilnited Segments

,There are twenty-eight (28) Water QualitY Lilnited Segments (v;QL) in
california. These are listed in Table 4. v;QL segments are established
pursuant to Section 130 of the federal regulations. y This classification
pertains to surface and coastal waters only and does not include ground
waters. These are segments with documented water quality violations that
presently do not support designated uses. They are areas that will not
support designated uses in the future if measures were taken, including the
best technology economically achievable, to control point source discharges
as promulgated und.er the C.W.A.

sixteen (16) v;QL segments are inland freshwaters (includingthe Salton Sea) •
'!'welve (12) segments are marine waters. Non point sources are responsible
for the pollution in twelve (12) locations. The remai.nin;r (16) locations
are adversely inpacted by pollutants fram both point and non point sources.
Ten (10) locations are iJrpacted by toxic pollution; four of these are mine
related, three are agriculture related and three are suspectedto be~try
related.

The regions with the most numerous and widespread problem segments are the
San Francisco Bay Region, the Central Valley Region, the San Diego Region,
and'the COlorado River Basin Region.

,- .
Major inpacts in the San Francisco Bay,Region are industrial and municipal
dischaJ:ges to San Francisco Bay, agricultural related pollutants in the
Sonoma, Napa, Petaluma and Tamales Bay areas, and municipal and nonpoint
discharges in suisun Marsh and Richardson Bay.

The central Valley Region has experienced numerous acid mine drainage
problems, nutrient enrichment and eutrophication at Clear lake from non
point sources, and agricultural return flow pollution at Kesterson Refuge
and in the lower San Joaquin River.

The San Diego and COloradoRiver Basin experience inflows of untreated sewage
and industrial pollutants .fram .Mexico. Irrigation practices in the
COlorado River Basin result in large quantities of agricultural runoff that
enter the Salton Sea. Agricultural return flows, urban runoff and past
municipal discharges have resulted in severe nutrient enrichment in Coastal
lagoons. San Diego Bay is adversely inpacte;i by elicit industrial
discharges. Mission Bay continues to be plagued with sewer overflows.

Y According to Chapter 15 of the Basin Plan Water Quality Limited Segments are
g§fined. as: _Any-"--s~t:. ~~~j.t:._isknOWILtl'1?-!: ~~l:"_qt~_aJj,:t:y dgesnot meet
applicable water quality standards, and which is not expected to meet water
quality standards even after the application of the effluent limitations
required by the Act.
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Table 4
WATER QUALITY LIMITED' SEGMENTS 1986 ASSESSMENTS

AREAL
BENEFICIAL

OBJECTIVE
SOURCE

NAME & DESCRIPTION USES COMMENTS-ACTIONS
DESIGN." 'ilON IMPACT'ED VIOLATED POINT NON

POINT

South or Oluolved Oxygen Point Soure.. to b, Removed-
SO. SAN FRANCISCO BAY Oumbarton Sr. LMO Collfo,,,, X X Flv. Yur Study Underw')'Elt. 3o<Xl Icrel Ammonia

Sausalito to Need Improved WI tershed
RICHARDSON BAY Tiburon-North GO Co lifo,,,, X X Manag.ment PrUlct!Eat. 900 aCrlt

SIn Antonio Res. Total Oillolvtd Wasta-Water Exported to tht eay.
ALAMEDA CREEK to S. F. BIY AT

Solid. X Localized Un....red Aru.
27 mil..

Call, toga to Mouth Oluolvld Oxygen Point Sourel Dry Weather DI.chargl
NAPA RIVER 1M N 0 Coliform X X

40 mil.. Eutroohlcatlon P,o~lbl tlon

Pengrovi to Mouth
Oilloind Oxygen Dry Weather Prohibition&. Managtmtnt

PETALUMA RIVER 1M NO CoUfor", X X
20 milu Eutroohlcatlon Practicu for Agriculture

TOMALES BAY All 7,820 ler.. GO Coliform X N..d Improved Watershed
Management Practices

EI Verano to Mouth
Oillolvid Oyxgen

SONOMA CREEK 1M N Coliform X X
14 ",II.. Eutrophication Advanced Tru tment 8ein~ Implemented

Dluolvtd OKYien
Remoyal or Discharge May 'Be Required

SUISUN MARSH All 57.000 le,1I M N 0 P Total Nitrogen X X

Head.aUrl to Acidity, Mine Orainagt
SPRING CREEK Sacramtnto River IJMNPOR Htlvy ~tall X Ftderal Super Fund Projlct Under.ay

5 mUll Toxici
Entire Lake Lower Nutrl.nta So,.e Na tural Sourcil

CLEAR LAKE Lak. Molt Siver. 10 Eutrophication X
LO~II Aglncy Needl Financial Support

10.000 Ie,.. Toxic Mltall
Upper No. Fork Acidity, Min. Drainage

LITTLE GRIZZLY CREEK to Ftlther River H J Huvy'-'htall X AbaUlunt Faciliti.. hive bun Oesignld
10 lIil.. Toxic.

Vernall. to Stockton OInolved Oxygen Agricultural Runoff
LOWER SAN JOAOUIN RIVER

40 milu
HI J M N Nutrienu, X Improved Manlgtment Practic.~s N"~ld

TOS Toxic.
Leviathan Mine to Acidity, . Drainage Abatemlnt

LEVIATHAN/BRYANT CREEKS Cal./Nn.Lint HJM Hllvy Metal. X Facillti.. Under Construction
12 mil .. Toxic.

GRASS VALLEY LAKE
Entin Lake

H 0 R
Nutrientl

X Basin Plan Amendmenu Propoud
20 acrn CaUforll

Entire Lake TOSSALTON SEA Acute in South IMPORS X Lillitld Inflo. No Alternative Souret
220,000. acr" Toxic.

Inurl\ltional Boundary oluolved Oxygen International Sourc. Ra. 5'.'91-
NEW RIVER B H I PR B.curie. X X

to River Mile 27 Toxica Ne. InUrna tlonll Agrll1unt

InUrna tlonal Oillaived Oxygtn
ALAMO RIVER, Boundary B HIP R X International Source Agricultural Runoff

to River Mile 31 Bacteria

LOWER SANTA ANA RIVER
Ruch.. 2 &: 3

lOT
Residue, Nitrogen X X

Advanctd Treatment Rlquired.
Est. 30 mil .. Toxica Wutlload Allocationl tor TDS &. N

Pacific Cout Ouilting Baainl Constructed-
UPPER NEWPORT BAY Highway North EGO BacUria. Siltation X Additional Managl"lnt500 acrtl

Entire &y Irnpac tad B!oltlrnulantl CIlntlnulng StudiuSAN DIEGO BAY So. Bay Mo.t s.v", EGO Toxlcs X X Cilinup at 24th St.Ter",inal Plann.d200 acr..

Santee to Mouth Dissolved Minerall Ephemeral Stru",
LOWER SAN DIEGO RIVER' 10 X Advanced Trea tm.nt or

10 miles Nutrients DI3Charge Prohibition

TIJUANA RIVER AND International Bac terl. Intlrnatlonal Source Treatment
HYDROLOGIC SUBUNIT Boundary to R T Nutrients X X Alternatives 8eing Developed

Ocean e miles Solid.
Entire 8ay Bioatirnullnta Continue MU"II Sampling

MISSION BAY Impacted Critical E G Q
Toxica X to Define Sources200 acres

SAN DIEGUITO LAGOON
Entire Lagoon

L 0
Biostimulants

X X
269 acres Eu trophica tion

Entire Lagoon Blottlmulanta
Gentric Problem with Tidal Lagoons

BATIQUITOS LAGOON Ernphemeral L 0 Eutrophlca tion X X Caused by Agrlcultural,Urban &. Rural
100 acres Runoff I Plus RI'idual Nutrients in

Entire Lagoon BlostlmulantJ Sediments From Former Municipal
SAN ELIJO LAGOON L 0 X X

500 acru Eutrophication oilcharges.Se.er Overflows are
We,t Weather Recurring Problem.

SANTA MARGARITA LAGOON Entire Lagoon
L 0

Blostlmulants X X
Alternatives Include Dredging and

sao acrts Eutrophication Opening Mouths of Lagoons to

Entire Lagoon Blostimulants 1-- Incr.ease_.TidaLEJua.tuD.9____
LOS PENASQUITOS LAGOON

~e5 acres
L Q Eutrophication X X

STANDARD BENEFICIAL USES (1)
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( I) SEE APPENOEX '8' FOR DEFINITIONS
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