CHAPTER 15 PROGRAM NOTE #12:
EXPEDI TI NG CONDI TI ONAL WAl VER OF W\DRS
AND ROAD FOR CERTAI N DI SCHARGES

April 4, 1994

We have been asked if it is appropriate for Regional Water Board staff to
advise dischargers that it is unnecessary to file a report of waste discharge
(ROWD) for certain categories of discharges, including green-waste
composting, in instances where such discharge is unlikely to impair
beneficial uses of waters of the state. As further explained below, such
advice from staff would be appropriate only in the context of an order
adopted by the Board waiving the requirement for that particular category

and condition of discharge for both the submittal of a ROWD and the
issuance of WDRs.

D scussion  wWater Code [13269 provides that the
Regi onal Water Board may wai ve the
submttal of a ROAD or the issuance of
WDRs if it finds that such waiver is not
agai nst the public interest. The
Regi onal Water Board may i npose
conditions on such a waiver. Water Code

13223 provides that the Regi onal Water
Board can del egate nost of its duties
and functions to its Executive Oficer;
however, the issuance (or waiver) of
WDRs is not anong the functions that can
be del egated. Accordingly, the Regional
Water Board can waive the submittal of a
ROAD or issuance of WDRs only by direct
board acti on.

| f the Regional Water Board determ nes

t hat (under certain conditions) a
particul ar category of discharge
presents negligible threat to water
quality, the board could waive the
submittal of a ROAD and the issuance of
WDRs for that category of discharge,
provi ded that the conditions were net.

| f the board order provided such a
framewor k of conditions and included
appropri ate del egati on, Regional Wter
Board staff could adm nister the waiver
wi t hout further board action.
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In 1983, the San D ego Regi onal Water
Board (Region 9) adopted an

order (Resol ution No. 83-21)waiving the
submttal of ROADs and the issuance of
WDRs for numerous categories of

di scharges, and including a listing of
the conditions to be nmet for waiver in
each respective category; nost Regi ona
Wat er Boards have adopted such an order.
At its neeting on Cctober 18, 1993,
Regi on 9 anended that order to include
addi ti onal waivers for discharges of
green-waste to conposting facilities and
for tenporary discharges of petroleum
contam nated soil neeting specified
conditions (Attachnent).

| f you wish to stream ine the waiver
process for green-waste conposting
sites, | recommend that you consi der
devel oping a simlar amendnent for
adoption by your Regional Water Board. A
sim |l ar approach can be used to expedite
provi ding a conditional waiver for any
gi ven type of discharge that, under
specified conditions, is unlikely to

i mpair beneficial uses of waters of the
st at e.



