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California Ocean PlanSupport for Item 10, Alternative 1., No Action
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On behalf of Mesa Consolidated Water Distric1 (Mesa) Board of Directors, I am
writing you rcgarding the Ocean Plan Amendment, "Issue 10. Desallnation Facilities
and Brine Disposal." Aftcr reviewing the proposcd ame11dment, 1 request that you
select, Alternative .1, No Action, in detennining the fut\lrc of tl1e existing Ocean Plan.

Currently, thc residents of California are enduring severe drought coJ1ditjons, Jong-
tcrm climate change, reccnt court rulings threatening watcr suppllles, and over-
appropriated rivers and coastal streams. In search of answers, Governor Amotd
Schwarzenegger, along with experts in the water industry and teclmica.l community,
has come out in support of ocean water desalination as a means to address thcsc

critical issues.
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Further, ocean water desalination is a recognized part of California's future water
portfolio. Our ability to utilize new water supplies for urban use throu.gh desalination
wi]l provide much needed sccurity fOf our driTlking water supply, protection for
agricultural needs and will safcguard our natural resources. For thcse reasons, the
development of a ncw source of water is an urgent J.1eccssity.

In order to pTovide the water community an opportunity to research and review thc
potential of ocean water desalina,tion, we ask that Alternative 1. No Action, bc
selected by thc Board, so as to prevcnt any artificial standard (peTcentagc of natura1
background) from inJpeding the continued design of desalination plants where
feasible and appropriate to meet the nccds of our current and future generations.

Thc scoping document, Amendment of The Watcr Quality Control P1an, Ocean Water
of California, June 2007, Issue 1.0 states that, "CUTTently, there is no Ocean Plan
objcctive that applies specifically to brine wa.tcr discharges from desalination plants
or groundwatcr desaljnation faciljties." Thjs coI'lcl.usjon is without merit, as the
current Ocean Plan is protective of marine resources with respect to bone discharges
without additional limits set at this time.
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The Ocean Plan, as drafted, provides safeguards to ensure the protectlol1 of marine
species and plants through toxicity testl.ng on sen.5itivc life stagcs of marine species
through the inclusion of the following practiccs:
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Watcr quality objectives are set for bacteriological, physical, chemical and
bio]ogica1 characteristics of receiving water for dischargc;
Such objectivcs include 1imits on concentrations of mcta1s and other chemical
constitutes of a dischargc for the protection of marinc species as well as
human health;
The standards apply to thc naturalJy occurring chemical constituents found jn
ocean water that is conceTltrated as part of the rcverse osmosis proccss and
discharged back into the ocean as brine; and
The continued protcction of the marinc environment through regular testing
with the scnsitive ]ifc stages of species most Iikcly to be impacted by any
discharge.

In conclus1on, wc are in the eaTl.y stages of development of ocean water desalination
in Cal.ifomia. Recognizing that much work 1ics ahead, thc water industry has initiated
additional slte-specific Tesearch On hypcr salinity c:ffects and will continue to do so as
ncw sites arc proposed. As this process continues, good public policy would suggest
we get more data and cxperiencc befoTe we begin to amend the Ocean Plan-LeE PEARL
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For these reasons, Mesa recommends that the Board selcct Alternative 1. No Action.
If we can bc of any ass1stance to you, or provide any addition infon-nation regardj)1g
this issue, please contact us at your convcniel1ce.

James F. Atkinson
First Vice Prcsident, Board of .Dircctors

c
Mesa Board of Dircctor
Lee Pe~.rl, Mesa Gcneral Manager
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