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State Water Resources Control Board
Division of Water Quality
1001 1 Street SWRCB EXECUTIVE

Sacramento, CA 95814
Attn: Song Her, Clerk of the Board, Executive Office

Re:  Support for Item 10, Alternative 1, No Action. California Ocean Plan
Amendment

On behalf of Mesa Consolidated Water District (Mesa) Board of Directors, T am
wtiting you rcgarding the Ocean Plan Amendment, “Issue 10. Desalination Facilities
and Brine Disposal.” Aftcr reviewing the proposed amendment, I request that you
select, Alternative 1, No Action, in determining the futurc of the existing Ocean Plan.

Currently, the residents of California are enduring severe drought conditions, long-
term climate change, recent court rulings threatening water supplies, and over-
appropriated rivers and coastal streams. In search of answers, Governor Amold
Schwarzenegger, along with experts in the water industry and technical community,
has come out in support of ocean water desalination as a means to address these
critical issues.

Further. ocean water desalination is a recognized part of California’s futurc water
portfolio. Our ability to utilize new water supplies for urban use through desalination
will provide much needed sccurity for our drinking water supply, protection for
agricultural needs and will safcguard our natural resources. For these reasons, the
development of a new source of waler is an urgent neccssity.

In order to provide the water community an opportunity to research and review the
potential of ocean water desalination, we ask that Altermative 1. No Action, be
selected by the Board, so as to prevent any artificial standard (percentage of natural
background) from impeding the continued design of desalination plants where
feasible and appropriate to meet the nceds of our current and future generations.

The scoping document, Amendment of The Watcr Quality Control Plan, Ocean Water
of California, June 2007, Issue 10 states that, “Currently, there is no Ocean Plan
objcctive that applies specifically to brine watcr discharges from desalination plants
or groundwater desalination facjlities.” This conclusion is without ment, as the
current Ocean Plan is protective of marine resources with respect to brine discharges
without additional limits set at this time.
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our Conymunity s through the inclusion of the following practiccs:
Water Neeels
¢ Watcr quality objectives are set for bacteriological, physical, chemical and
biological characteristics of receiving water for dischargc;
¢ Such objectives include limits on concentrations of metals and other chemical
constitutes of a discharge for the protection of marinc species as well as
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human health;
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Prasident ¢ The standards apply to the naturally occurring chermical constituents found in
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Vicr Pregient with the scnsitive lifc stages of species most likely to be impacted by any
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In conclusion, we are in the early stages of development of ocean water desalination

T e et in California. Recognizing that much work lies ahead, the water industry has initiated

Ossan additional site-specific research on hyper salinity cffects and will continue to do so as

new sites arc proposed. As this process continues, good public policy would suggest
we get more data and cxperience before we begin to amend the QOcean Plan.

LEE PEARL
General Manager
COLES::;"‘;&':;%E°NE For these reasons, Mesa recommends that the Board selcct Alternative 1. No Action.
VICTORIA L BEATLEY If we can be of any assistance to you, or prowde any addition information regarding
Treasurer 7 Audior this issue, please contact us at your convenience.

BOWIE, ARNESON,
WILES & GIANNONE R
Legal Counsel SIHCCI'C]_Y

James F. Atkinson
First Vice President, Board of Dircctors

C‘
Mesa Board of Dircctor
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