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April 21, 2015 
 
 
Jessica Bean 
State Water Resources Control Board 
1001 I Street 
Sacramento, CA 95814-2828 
 
Dear Ms. Bean: 
 
Thank you for the second opportunity to comment on the Draft Emergency Regulation for Urban 
Water Conservation.  This letter represents comments and ideas requested by the State Water 
Resources Control Board (SWRCB) by April 22, 2015.  Our comments address the documents 
dated April 18, 2015 and include observations made by the Monterey Peninsula Water 
Management District’s (MPWMD) Board of Directors at its April 20, 2015 meeting. 
 
Comments/Questions on the Draft Emergency Regulation 
 

1. A per capita minimum threshold should be established at 55 gallons per capita per day 
(GPCD). 

 
The California Code of Regulations, Title 23, Section 697, suggests an allowance of 55 to 
75 gallons per day per person for indoor water use.  The SWRCB has traditionally used 
55 GPCD for domestic use in considering water rights applications and the figure has 
appeared in SWRCB enforcement staff declarations, testimony, and cease and desist 
orders.  As recently as a November 4, 2014 presentation to the SWRCB Board, your staff 
stated “55 GPCD is the performance standard for indoor use.”  Further, the US Bureau 
of Reclamation utilizes 55 GPCD as its health and safety allocation for municipal and 
industrial purposes.  

 
If the current use is at or below 55 GPCD, additional conservation should not be 
mandated by the SWRCB. If the SWRCB insists on a conservation standard for these 
high performing districts, we suggest something more on the order of 3% rather than the 
8% proposed.  Water suppliers/districts should be expected to continue their conservation 
efforts and focus on local enforcement efforts to ensure maximum compliance with 
locally developed conservation standards. 
 

2. MPWMD would like to reiterate a point from its previous comment letter regarding local 
water supply and drought conditions:  Our region is not dependent on Sierra snowpack, 
the Delta, or the Colorado River.  We have a longstanding Water Conservation and 
Standby Rationing Plan that allows us to annually assess the physical supply of water 
relative to expected demand and make conservation and rationing decisions based on the 
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David J. 
General M

Bean 
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