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Precedential Decision

On September 16, 2003, the State Water Resources Control Board (State Board) adopted a precedential decision on waste discharge requirements (WDRs) for the Sacramento County Boys Ranch Waste Water Treatment Facility (WWTF) issued by the Central Valley Regional Water Quality Control Board (Regional Board). Sacramento County (County) owns and operates the WWTF.  The WDRs required the County to install a groundwater well network to monitor groundwater impacts caused by discharges from the WWTF’s evaporation/percolation ponds.  The order upholds the requirement.  The order also concludes that the Regional Board appropriately established interim groundwater limits in the WDRs and remands to the Regional Board to require Sacramento County to characterize the wastewater.  The State Board directs the Regional Board to use the wastewater characteristics and conditions that may be caused by the wastewater discharge as the basis for groundwater limitations and monitoring requirements.  In addition, the order also upholds the Regional Board’s action to not include a mixing zone for groundwater limitations.  Finally, the State Board addressed the WDRs’ dissolved oxygen limit and requirement to install aeration equipment.  The order upholds the dissolved oxygen requirement based on the Basin Plan’s narrative objective and twenty years of empirical evidence gathered during recurring nuisance problems created by poorly operated wastewater ponds in the Central Valley. However, the order finds that the requirement of aeration equipment was not supported in the record and remands to the Regional Board to delete the aeration equipment requirement.

