May 20, 2002

STATE WATER RESOURCES CONTROL BOARD

WORKSHOP SESSION-DIVISION OF CLEAN WATER PROGRAMS

JUNE 6, 2002

Item 13

SUBJECT

REQUEST TO INCREASE THE SPILLS, LEAKS, INVESTIGATIONS AND CLEANUP (SLIC) PROGRAM BUDGET AUTHORITY FOR OVERSIGHT OF GROUNDWATER CLEANUPS IN THE AMOUNT OF $998,000 FROM THE CLEANUP AND ABATEMENT ACCOUNT (CAA)

DISCUSSION
The Water Code allows the State Water Resources Control Board (SWRCB) to establish cost recovery programs to pay the expenses of overseeing and approving cleanup efforts by responsible parties (RPs).  In 1993 the SLIC Program, Cleanup Oversight element, received CAA budget authority to carry out groundwater cleanup oversight work throughout the state.  The RPs are billed quarterly and their payments reimburse the CAA.  The Regional Water Quality Control Boards (RWQCBs) are budgeted 38.3 Personnel Years (PYs) for this activity.  There is not enough budget authority in SLIC Cleanup Oversight to fund all of the 38.3  PYs.  

As a consequence the RWQCBs are unable to fully utilize their staff due to the authority shortfall.  The Cleanup Oversight budget for the RWQCBs should be $2,924,000 instead of $2,293,000; a difference of $631,000.

RWQCBs lack funding to pay for risk assessments performed by the Office of Environmental Health Hazard Assessment (OEHHA).  The RWQCBs have maintained an interagency contract with OEHHA since 1995 by redirecting funds from Personal Services, which further erodes their ability to support the allocated PYs.  OEHHA’s responsibility under the contract is to analyze alternative means of mitigating human health risks and provide written comments and recommendations to the RWQCBs.  There are approximately 30 SLIC site assessments planned for the upcoming fiscal year at an estimated cost of $270,000.

The Department of Defense (DoD) Program has announced the transfer of a Mare Island site to SLIC along with 0.8 PYs to oversee cleanup.  This is a site that has transferred from DoD control to a private party, which precludes the DoD Program from charging for cleanup oversight.  As agreed in the work plans of both the DoD and SLIC Programs, such temporary site reassignments are to be accompanied by an appropriate PY transfer.  Based on the cost per PY, an additional $97,000 is required to support the 0.8 PY being transferred.

POLICY ISSUE
Should the SWRCB add budget authority from the CAA to fully fund PYs and risk assessments?

FISCAL IMPACT
Funding Available for Future Commitments as of 3/31/02


$5,540,766

This Request








$   998,000

Other Request Pending Before the Board




$   436,000

Remaining Balance







$4,106,766

RWQCB IMPACT
Approval of this proposal will assist the RWQCBs in overseeing groundwater cleanup cases.

STAFF RECOMMENDATION
Since there is a lack of funding in SLIC Cleanup Oversight to fully fund the existing PYs and the SWRCB has authority to use CAA funds for SLIC, the Division of Clean Water Programs recommends approving this request.

DRAFT  May 20, 2002

STATE WATER RESOURCES CONTROL BOARD

RESOLUTION NO. 2002-

REQUEST TO INCREASE THE SPILLS, LEAKS, INVESTIGATIONS AND CLEANUP (SLIC) PROGRAM BUDGET AUTHORITY FOR OVERSIGHT OF GROUNDWATER CLEANUPS IN THE AMOUNT OF $998,000 FROM THE CLEANUP AND ABATEMENT ACCOUNT (CAA)

WHEREAS:

1. The SLIC Program is important to the effective cleanup of contaminated groundwater throughout the State;

2. The Regional Water Quality Control Boards lack funding to fully support their position authority in SLIC;

3. Risk assessments are an integral part of cleanup work at some sites and require additional budget support;

4. Costs for the SLIC Cleanup Oversight program element are recoverable from the responsible parties; and

5. Fully funding the program will reduce the public health threat in communities across the State.

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED THAT:

The State Water Resources Control Board

1. Approves the request to increase the Regional Water Quality Control Boards’ budget authority for SLIC cost recovery work by $998,000 from the State Water Pollution Cleanup and Abatement Account.

2. Approves this request as a permanent increase to the Program.

CERTIFICATION

The undersigned, Clerk to the Board, does hereby certify that the foregoing is a full, true, and correct copy of a resolution duly and regularly adopted a meeting of the State Water Resources Control Board held on June 20, 2002.







_______________________






Maureen Marché







Clerk to the Board
� This money will be recovered from the RPs; therefore, the long-term impact on the CAA will be minimal.





