STATE WATER RESOURCES CONTROL BOARD

WORKSHOP SESSION– DIVISION OF FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE

MARCH 4, 2003

ITEM 6

SUBJECT

APPROVAL OF ADDITIONAL GRANT FUNDS FOR THE CITY OF AVALON (CITY) FOR THE AVALON BEACHES PROJECT (PROJECT) FROM THE COASTAL NONPOINT SOURCE CONTROL (CNPSC) SUBACCOUNT ESTABLISHED IN THE COSTA-MACHADO WATER ACT OF 2000 (ACT)

DISCUSSION

On July 26, 2001, Governor Gray Davis signed the Budget Act of 2001 (SB 739), which appropriated a total of $32,298,000 from the Act’s CNPSC Subaccount for clean beach projects in accordance with a specific schedule.  The City was identified as Item (o): City of Avalon: Avalon Beach (500,000). 

The SWRCB previously committed to the City the $500,000 appropriated in SB 739 in Resolution nos. 2001-109 and 2002-130.  The City spent approximately $250,000 of these funds from September 2001 to November 2001 on circulation and microbiological studies to identify sources of bacteria at the City’s beaches.  The studies revealed high bacterial pollution in the saline groundwater at the beaches that suggested that sewage was leaking from a City sewer main adjacent to the beaches.  The City promptly arranged for repair of the sewer main, and by May 2002 the City had spent in excess of $417,000 to slip-line approximately 7,000 linear feet of sewer main adjacent to the beaches.  The City took this action using its own funds prior the SWRCB committing the remaining $250,000 in grant funds so that it could alleviate the effects of sewage leaks on recreational swimming as quickly as possible.  Even with the second portion of the grant, the City will have spent their own funds considerably in excess of the match requirement.

One of the requirements associated with the City receiving funds from the CNPSC subaccount is a final report that evaluates the effectiveness of the project at reducing bacterial levels at the beach.  Due to the additional costs associated with slip-lining the sewer main, the City does not have sufficient funds to repeat microbiologicial testing that would determine adequately whether the slip-lining was successful.  The additional grant funds requested from the CNPSC subaccount would be used to repeat the previous microbiological testing of the near shore saline groundwater.  The data from the follow-up study will allow the City to confirm the effectiveness of the sewer slip-lining work.

POLICY ISSUE
Should the SWRCB approve a resolution providing the City additional grant funding for follow up study needed to complete the Project for an amount not to exceed $50,000?

FISCAL IMPACT
The Budget Act of 2001 allocated $90,000,000 to the CNPSC subaccount from the Act.  The current balance in the subaccount after existing commitments is $10,942,937.  Approval of a grant commitment for $50,000 for follow up study at the beach would leave an available balance of $10,892,937.

RWQCB IMPACT
Yes, LARWQCB. 

STAFF RECOMMENDATION
That the SWRCB approve a resolution authorizing staff to amend the CBI contract with the City to provide an additional $50,000 for follow up study to complete the Project using funds from the CNPSC Subaccount.

DRAFT

STATE WATER RESOURCES CONTROL BOARD

RESOLUTION NO. 2003 - ____

APPROVAL OF ADDITIONAL GRANT FUNDS FOR THE CITY OF AVALON (CITY) FOR THE AVALON BEACHES PROJECT (PROJECT) FROM THE COASTAL NONPOINT SOURCE CONTROL (CNPSC) SUBACCOUNT ESTABLISHED IN THE COSTA-MACHADO WATER ACT OF 2000 (ACT)

WHEREAS:

1. The Act was approved by the voters in the March 7, 2000, primary election;

2. The Act created the CNPSC Subaccount at Water Code § 79148.4;

3. The Budget Act of 2001 (SB 739) appropriated a total of $32,298,000 from the CNPSC Subaccount (Item 3940-101-6022) for clean beach projects in accordance with a specific schedule.  The City of Avalon was identified as Item (o): City of Avalon: Avalon Beach (500,000);

4. The City has submitted the necessary documentation to satisfy the criteria of the Act;

5. The SWRCB previously committed to the City the $500,000 appropriated in SB 739 in Resolution nos. 2001-109 and 2002-130; and

6. The City will need an additional $50,000 to repeat testing necessary to fulfill the evaluation requirements associated with the CNPSC subaccount.

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED THAT:

The State Water Resources Control Board approves additional grant funding not to exceed $50,000 from the Act’s CNPSC Subaccount for completion of the Avalon Beaches Project. 

CERTIFICATION

The undersigned, Clerk to the Board, does hereby certify that the forgoing is a full, true, and correct copy of a resolution duly and regularly adopted at a meeting of the State Water Resources Control Board held on March 19, 2003.


_______________________________


Maureen Marché


Clerk of the Board

