
Section 401 Water Quality Certification Public Notice 
 
The Central Coast Water Board is currently reviewing an application for the following 
project for water quality certification under Section 401 of the Clean Water Act.   
We encourage public comments on the proposed work, which will be considered in  
the decision on certification.  You may submit written comments on this project to: 
 
Central Coast Regional Water Quality Control Board 
895 Aerovista Place, Suite 101 
San Luis Obispo, CA 93401 
Attention: 401 Coordinator 
OR  
centralcoast@waterboards.ca.gov  
Attention: 401 Coordinator 
 
Project Applicant Southern California Gas Company- Chanice Allen 
Applicant’s Agent Sage Institute- Jason Kirschenstein 
Project Name SoCal Gas Pipeline Safety Enhancement Plan 
Receiving Water San Luis Obispo Creek 
City/County San Luis Obispo/San Luis Obispo 
Public Notice April 1, 2016 – April 22, 2016 

Project 
Description  

The purpose of this project is to remove existing pipeline spans 
across San Luis Obispo Creek that are no longer in service, in 
compliance with the CPUC Mandate. 
 
The project activities include: 

 Removing one associated pipe support of Span 096, which 
sits atop of a US 101 box culvert concrete outfall apron; 

 Conducting minor arroyo willow pruning to safely retrieve 
the span with a crane after both ends are cut; 

 Removing Span 470, which is approximately 20 feet long 
and extends over remnant riprap on an upper floodplain of 
San Luis Obispo Creek; 

 Removing Span 471, which is approximately 30 feet long 
across the low flow creek level of San Luis Obispo Creek; 

 Using a crane to remove Span 470 and 471 from the 
riparian corridor without riparian vegetation removal; 

 Cutting Span 471 from within the active channel of the San 
Luis Obispo Creek; 

 Diverting the creek at Span 471 using a visqueen and 
sand/gravel bags to create a 5-foot by 10-foot dewatered 
area at each bank, around the pipe; 

 Pumping excess seepage from behind the temporary 
diversion into a storage container and hauling it off to a 
disposal facility; 

 Excavating the embankment around Span 471 by hand to 
expose the pipe on both ends of the spans; 

 Cutting the pipelines via welding and/or mechanical cutting 
tools; 

 Filling open pipes with a quick release slurry, then 



plugging and sealing them; and, 
 Abandoning approximately 30-linear feet of existing 

pipeline between Spans 470 and 471 to avoid bank 
excavation and vegetation removal. 
 

 
Compensatory mitigation for this project includes: restoring 0.001 
acres of streambed and 0.001 acres of riparian habitat. 
 
A Categorical Exemption has been filed. 
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