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The California Regional Water Quality Control Board, Colorado River Basin Region, was called to order by Chair Gary Johnson at 10:00 a.m. on October 13, 2004, in the City Council Chambers, City of La Quinta, California.

.

1. Board Member Roll Call

Present: 

Gary Johnson, F. Thomas Kieley, Leon Lesicka


Present Telephonically:
John Benson, Gregory Pettis


Absent:


None
 

2.
Staff Present

Adnan Al-Sarabi, Jose Angel, Sheila Ault, John Carmona, Mariela Carpio-Obeso, Liann Chavez,  Jose Cortez, Ron Falkowski, Kristie Garcia, Phil Gruenberg, Abdi Haile, Chris Igbinedion,             Kola Olatunbosun, Robert Perdue, Maribel Rodriguez, John Rokke, Joan Stormo, Hilda Vasquez, Soni Wells and Doug Wylie

3. Others Present

Allison Allen, Imperial County Farm Bureau

Lisa Anderson, Metropolitan Water District of Southern California

Karen Baker, Department of Toxic Substances Control

Barbara Benson, Pacific Gas & Electric Company
Paul Bertucci, Pacific Gas & Electric Company

John Clairday, Metropolitan Water District of Southern California
Africa Dorame, Fort Mojave Environmental Protection Agency

Bob Doss, Pacific Gas & Electric Company
Ron Escobar, Chemehuevi Tribe

Dennis Fink, CH2M Hill

Catherine George, State Water Resources Control Board – OCC

Haejin Ha, NRCS

Terri Herson, CH2M Hill

Al Kalin, Imperial County Farm Bureau

Nealy Kendrick, Court Reporter
Lavelle Lesicka, Private Citizen

Ruth Lopez, People Against Radioactive Dumping

Bob Lucas, Pacific Gas & Electric Company

Yvonne Meeks, Pacific Gas & Electric Company
Leslie Palencia, Metropolitan Water District of Southern California

Alberto Ramirez, Torrez Martinez Desert Cahuilla Tribe

Norman Shopay, Department of Toxic Substances Control

Edward Smith, Colorado River Tribes

Dave Todd, Chemehuevi Tribe


4.
Minutes

Meeting of July 1, 2004

MOTION:
Mr. Kieley moved, Mr. Lesicka seconded, and motion carried unanimously that the Minutes be approved as submitted.

5.
Public Forum

No one from the public chose to speak. 

6.
Uncontested Waste Discharge Requirements


R7-2004-0168
Change of Name and/or Ownership




CS
R7-2002-0013
Mt. Signal Cafe

MOTION:
Mr. Kieley moved, Mr. Lesicka seconded, and motion carried unanimously that Board Order No. R7-2004-0168 be adopted.

7.
Public Hearings on Waste Discharge Requirements

Robert Perdue, Regional Board staff, gave a brief overview of the three proposed orders.

Yvonne Meeks, Pacific Gas & Electric Company (PG&E), stated that PG&E’s primary objective is to clean up the groundwater in a very timely manner, while protecting the waters of the Colorado River.

Terri Herson, CH2M Hill, gave a presentation on remediation efforts at the Topock facility.
Public Hearing on Proposed Order No. R7-2004-0080: Waste Discharge Requirements for Pacific Gas & Electric Company, Owner/Operator, Topock Compressor Station and Groundwater Remediation Facility – Southeast of Needles, San Bernardino County (Updated Order)

The public hearing was called to order.

Jose Cortez, Regional Board staff, gave an overview of the errata.

Ruth Lopez, People Against Radioactive Dumping (PARD), stated that she objects to any evaporative spraying or any unlined ponds utilized in the area where there might be chemical waste.

The public hearing was closed.

MOTION:
Mr. Kieley moved, Mr. Lesicka seconded, and motion carried unanimously that Order No. R7-2004-0080, including the errata, be adopted.

A roll call vote was taken, and motion carried unanimously.

Public Hearing on Proposed Order No. R7-2004-0103: Waste Discharge Requirements for Pacific Gas & Electric Company, Owner/Operator, Groundwater Remediation Facility – Southeast of Needles, San Bernardino County (New Order)

The public hearing was called to order.

Jose Cortez, Regional Board staff, gave an overview of the errata. 

John Clairday, Metropolitan Water District of Southern California (MWDSC), stated MWDSC does not oppose the project, but would like to see safeguards placed within any discharges for reinjection to make sure those discharges do not impact the Colorado River in any way.

Ruth Lopez, PARD, asked for details regarding the location of the proposed project.

Ms. Herson, CH2M Hill, and Bob Doss, PG&E, responded to Ms. Lopez’s questions.

The public hearing was closed.

MOTION:
Mr. Kieley moved, Mr. Lesicka seconded, and motion carried unanimously that Order No. R7-2004-0103, including the errata, be adopted.

A roll call vote was taken, and motion carried unanimously.

Public Hearing on Proposed Order No. R7-2004-0100: NPDES Permit and Waste Discharge Requirements for Pacific Gas & Electric Company, Owner/Operator, Groundwater Remediation Facility – Southeast of Needles, San Bernardino County (New Order)

The public hearing was called to order.

Jose Cortez, Regional Board staff, gave an overview of the errata.

Edward Smith, representing the five Tribes of the Colorado River, requested this order be tabled.

Mr. Clairday, MWDSC, stated that due to the critical importance of the Colorado River to the people of Southern California, MWDSC urged the Board not to approve this order, which would allow discharge that has the potential to degrade the water quality of the river.

Alberto Ramirez, Torrez Martinez Desert Cahuilla Tribe, asked the Board not to adopt the proposed order because it supports the direct discharge of treated groundwater into the Colorado River.

Ms. Lopez, PARD, asked that the record reflect that PARD objects to the proposed NPDES permit.

Karen Baker, Department of Toxic Substances Control, explained the reasoning behind PG&E’s request for an NPDES permit.

The public hearing was closed.

Mr. Gruenberg, Regional Board Executive Officer, recommended adoption of the proposed order.

Mr. Kieley requested that Finding No. 45 and Prohibition No. 1 be modified.

Catherine George, SWRCB, suggested that the following sentence; “This determination shall be considered by the Regional Board for ratification or rejection at its next Regional Board meeting after the Executive Officer’s determination has been made.”, be added to the end of Finding No. 45 and Prohibition No. 1 of proposed Order No. R7-2004-0100.

MOTION:
Mr. Kieley moved, Mr. Lesicka seconded, and motion carried unanimously that Order No. R7-2004-0100, including modified language and the errata, be adopted.

A roll call vote was taken, and motion carried unanimously.

8. TMDLs
Continuation of Public Hearing to Consider Resolution No. R7-2004-0019: Sedimentation/ Siltation Total Maximum Daily Load (TMDL) for the Imperial Valley Drains:  Niland 2, P, and Pumice Drains and Implementation Plan
This item was pulled from the consent calendar to be heard at a future Regional Board Meeting.

9.
Resolutions 


Resolution No. R7-2004-0171: Designating a Hearing Panel to Conduct Hearings in the Event of Absence of a Quorum

MOTION:
Mr. Lesicka moved, Mr. Benson seconded, and motion carried unanimously that Resolution No. R7-2004-0171 be approved as submitted.


Resolution No. R7-2004-0172: Delegating to the Chair the Authority to Represent the Regional Board in Matters Involving Litigation in the Event of Absence of a Quorum
MOTION:
Mr. Lesicka moved, Mr. Benson seconded, and motion carried unanimously that Resolution No. R7-2004-0172 be approved as submitted.
10.
Informational Item on TMDL and Habitat Conservation Requirements for IID

Sheila Ault, Regional Board Staff, gave a brief overview on TMDL and habitat conservation requirements for the Imperial Irrigation District.

11. Regional Board Executive Officer’s Report 

Mr. Gruenberg stated that a written report would be submitted to the Board.

Doug Wylie, Regional Board Staff, gave a brief update on the grant program. 

12. Chair’s Report 

Mr. Johnson announced a WQCC meeting is scheduled for October 25, 2004. 

13.
Osabuogbe C. Igbinedion et al. v. California Regional Water Quality Control Board, Riverside County Case No. INC 037727


The Board adjourned to Executive Session, then reconvened in open session.

14.
Meeting Adjournment

The meeting adjourned at 12:47 p.m.
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