LOS ANGELES .
REGIONAL WATER QUALITY CONTROL BOARD
ENFORCEMENT REPORT
September 2012

The Enforcement Report for September 2012 includes data for June & July 2012, on the following tables:

Shows the enforcement actions taken, by type

Tables 1 -4 | Enforcement Summary - by Action:
of action. _
Table 5 EPL’s Issued: Seven EPL’s were issued, for a total of
, $195,000
Table 6 EPL’s Settled: Five EPL’s were settled, for a total of
‘ $150,000
Table 7 All Violations Subject to MMPs: Of the 354 cases and 10,146 violations we
have been working on from 2000 to date, 83
cases and 901 violations remain unresolved.
Table 8 . MMP Violations (Identified After These violations occurred January 2000-
Enforcement Initiative) December 2007. Of the 38 cases and 720
' violations, 7 cases with 47 violations remain
unresolved, ‘
Table 9 Current MMP Violations: There are 212 cases with 3,208 violations that
' ' occurred since January 2008. 134 of these
cases with a total of 2,411 violations have
been resolved. This leaves 78 cases and 797
violations unresolved. ‘
Table 10a | EPL Progress (NPDES): FY 11/12 $2,375,000 in penalties was collected.
Table 10b | EPL Progress (NPDES): FY 12/13 $63,000 in penalties was collected.
Table 11 Stormwater Compliance Unit The attached table lists all Stormwater
Outstanding Enforcement Items: outstanding NOVs dated before July 31, 2012,
and tracks the status of compliance.
SEP Proponent List The attached table lists all proposed SEPs

Table 12

(July 1,2011 — Present)

received by the Regional Board in response to |
the SEP solicitation actions. = The SEP
proponent list includes proponent contacts
and 34 potential SEPs in different watersheds
within the Region.




Enforcement Highlights:

Fiscal Year 2011/2012 Summary:

Enforcement priorities for Fiscal Year 2011/2012 included evaluating and enforcing compliance with the
State Board’s State Board’s Sanitary Sewer Overflow Waste Discharge Requirements (SSO WDRs)
Coordination with Regional Board Programs, and increasing Plastic and Recycling site inspections and

followup, and identifying and addressing violations subject to a mandatory minimum penalty (MMP),

Sanitary Sewer Overflows:

All federal and state agencies municipalities, counties, district and other public entities that own or
operate sewer collection systems longer than one mile must enroll in the SSO WDR. Sanitary
sewer overflows result in discharges of untreated sewage, bacteria, pathogens, hazardous
materials, and industrial wastewater. In Fiscal Year 2011/2012, oversight of sanitary sewer
overflows was increased by prioritizing them, identifying spill “clusters" and taking enforcement
action that included injunctive relief to fix the shortcomings that led to the overflows. Fourteen
(14) cities with SSO WDRs were inspected by Regional Board staff in conjunction with State
Board’s Office of Enforcement and EPA. In Fiscal Year 2011/2012, a Consent Judgment was
entered into with the City of South Pasadena and filed with the Los Angeles Superior Court on
January 18, 2012. The Consent Judgment addressed the City of South Pasadena’s violations of
their SSO WDR. Of the $900,000 penalty assessed, $675,000 will be suspended pending
completion of the City’s Capital Improvement Program and Sewer Repair Work obligations. Also
in Fiscal Year 2011/2012, a Cease and Desist Order was issued by the Board to the City of
Avalon for violating requirements in their Collection System Permit and to implement actions to
achieve wasteload allocations assigned to the City’s discharges of waste and pollutants. The Order
requires the City to come into compliance with their Permit by assessing, repairing and
maintaining their sewer collection system. The order also contains all of the required elements of a
TMDL and addresses the section 303(d) bacteria 11st1ng for Avalon Beach.

Coordination with Regional Board Programs:
~Another priority is to increase compliance and enforcement activity across all Regional Board
Programs, by assisting the Programs with their enforcement efforts. This includes developing
cases against dischargers and facilities not in compliance with our regulatory requirements, and by
working in conjunction with the Office of Enforcement to issue discretionary Complaints or by
taking appropriate action. To this end, in Fiscal Year 2011/2012 the Prosecution Team issued
Complaints against a former UST site, Lynwood Dairy, and a former drum recycling facility,
Waymire Drum, for failing to comply with Cleanup and Abatement Orders. A Complaint was
issued to the City of Westlake Village for violations of the Stormwater General Construction
Permit. A Settlement Agreement was also entered into with the Tesoro Corporation for the
unpermitted discharge of naphtha to groundwater at their refinery in Wilmington.

Stormwater Enforcement:

Storm water runoff from construction activities and municipal storm sewers can significantly
impair water quality in our rivers, lakes, and streams. In Fiscal Year 2011/2012 we increased
enforcement at plastic manufacturing and recycling facilities. Ten Requirement to Submit
Information Orders were issued and two Cleanup and Abatement Orders, one to Bolcof Plastic
Materials and one to Mohawk Western Plastics, were issued as a result of violations identified by
staff during site inspections. Complaints were also issued against Lakeside Boats, Inc, Liberty
Metals, and Jaymack Inc. for failing to enroll in a Stormwater General Industrial permit.




StormWater staff also joined in on multi-agency inspections at two scrap metal yards, namely
Central Metals and C&M Metals in Los Angeles that led to criminal misdemeanor charges being
- filed by the LA City Attorney.

MMPs:

As part of our progressive enforcement process, we issue Expedited Payment Letters to NPDES
dischargers who have violations susceptible to mandatory minimum penalties. These letters have
proven to be a powerful tool to quickly and efficiently resolve violations without issuing a
complaint or going to a hearing. Fifty eight (58) such settlement offer letters were issued and 795
MMP violations were resolved under this process in Fiscal Year 2011/2012 and $2,375,000 in
penalties was collected.

Regional Board Panel Hearing:

A Hearing Panel consisting of Regional Board Members Ms. Maria Mehranian (Chair), Ms. Maria
Camacho, Ms. Madelyn Glickfeld, and Mr, Lawrence Yee met on June 21, 2012 to receive evidence and

testimony on a Complaint issued to Lakeside Boats, Inc. to assess administrative civil liabilities in the

amount of $5,000 for failing to obtain a storm water permit. The Panel will make findings of fact and
conclusions of law, and provide a proposed decision and order for presentation to the Regional Board.

Administrative Civil Liability Settlement Agreements:

A Settlement Agreement and Stipulation for Entry of Administrative Civil Liability Final Order
No. R4-2012-0120 was entered into with the City of Westlake Village (City) on August 2, 2012, in which
the City agreed to pay $81,500 to the Cleanup and Abatement account for violations of the Stormwater
General Construction Permit for Westlake Village Community Park. The City failed to implement
adequate BMPs and discharged silt-laden stormwater to the storm drain on two occasions. The full
payment was received on August 2, 2012, '

A Settlement Agreement and Stipulation for Entry of Administrative Civil Liability Order was
entered into with the Tesoro Corporation (Tesoro) in which Tesoro agreed to pay $440,670 to the Cleanup
and Abatement account for an unpermitted discharge of 638,400 gallons of naphtha from a corroded
above-ground tank located at their refinery in Wilmington. The full payment was received on July. 30,
2012. '

Expedited Payment Program:

Stipulated Order on Settlement Offer No. R4-2012-0030-M was issued to Los  Angeles City DWP on
February 9, 2012 in the amount of $3,000 for alleged effluent violations of the NPDES Permit for the
Castaic Power Plant. The full payment was received on June 1, 2012.

Stipulated Order on Settlement Offer No. R4-2012-0028-M was issued fo Port of Los Angeles on
February 9, 2012 in the amount of $75,000 for alleged effluent violations of the NPDES Permit for the
New Dock Pump Station. The full payment was received on June 7, 2012,

Stipulated Order on Settlement Offer No. R4-2012-0066-M was issued to the Essex Property Trust,
Inc. on June 29, 2012 in the amount of $9,000 for alleged effluent violations of the NPDES Permit for the
Wilshire Renaissance Apartments. The full payment was received on June 6, 2012.



Stipulated Order on Settlement Offer No. R4-2012-0071-M was issued to the Ventura County
Watershed Protection District on June 29, 2012, in the amount of $3,000 for alleged effluent violations of
the NPDES Permit for the Santa Clara River Groins Upgrade PlOJGCt On July 16, 2012, the Regional
Board received payment in full.

Stipulated Order on Settlement Offer No. R4-2012-0082-M was issued to Chinatown Gateway, LLC
on July 13, 2012 in the amount of $60,000 for alleged effluent violations of the NPDES Permit for the
Chinatown Los Angeles Project. The full payment was received on July 25, 2012,

Seftlement Offer No. R4-2012-0018-M was issued to the West Basin Municipal Water District on
June 5, 2012 in the amount of $63,000 for alleged late reporting violations of the NPDES Permit for the
Barrier Injection Monitoring Wells Project. The Permittee responded on August 2, 2012,

Settlement Offer No. R4-2012-0101-M was issued to Shell Oil Products US on June 8, 2012 in the
amount of $12,000 for alleged effluent violations of the NPDES Permit for the Carson Terminal. On July
5, 2012, the Regional Board received a response from the Permittee.

Settlement Offer No. R4-2012-0105-M was issued to the Cedars-Sinai Medical Center on June 13, 2012
in the amount of $30,000 for alleged late reporting violations of the NPDES Permit for the Cedars-Sinai
Medical Center, The Permittee responded on July 27, 2012.

Settlement Offer No, R4-2012-0106-M was issued to Vopak Terminal Long Beach Inc. on June 19,
2012 in the amount of $15,000 for alleged effluent violations of the NPDES Permit for Vopak Terminal
Long Beach. On July 30, 2012, the Regional Board received payment in full.

Settlement Offer No. R4-2012-0097-M was re-issued to Bevcon I, LLC on June 21, 2012 in the amount ‘
of $3,000 for an alleged effluent violation of the NPDES Permit for the Beverly Connection Mall. On July
10, 2012, the Regional Board received a response from the Permittee.

Settlement Offer No. R4-2012-0104-M was issued to Orange County Flood Control District on June 28,
2012 in the amount of $57,000 for alleged effluent and reporting violations of the NPDES Permit for the
Los Alamitos Pump Station Project. The Permittee has until August 28, 2012 to respond.

Settlement Offer No. R4-2012-0098-M was issued to Ms. Susan Daftary on July 9, 2012 in the amount
of $15,000 for alleged effluent and reporting violations of the NPDES Permit for the Huntley Drive
Apartment Building. A response was received on July 26, 2012.
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