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ITEM: 9 
 
SUBJECT: Consideration of Issues to Address in a Climate Change Protection Policy 

[Part 1] (Alydda Mangelsdorf, Max Gomberg, and Dr. Nat Seavy, Point Blue) 
 
BOARD ACTION: This item is an informational item.  No action will be taken by the 

Regional Water Board. 
 
BACKGROUND: The Regional Water Board recently adopted the 2014 Triennial Review of 

the Basin Plan and identified the development of a Climate Change 
Protection Policy as a high priority.  To address this important topic, the 
Planning Unit has scheduled an information item for the August 13, 2015 
Board meeting to lay the groundwork for public discussion of water 
quality and climate change in the North Coast Region.  A subsequent all-
day workshop is planned for a fall/winter Board meeting, including a 
panel discussion and breakout sessions to explore specific issues of 
concern, such as potential impacts to: ocean conditions, groundwater 
infrastructure, stream and wetlands, forestlands, and agriculture. 

  
DISCUSSION: The August 13, 2015 information item is designed to introduce the topic 

of climate change and provide the Board and public an update on the 
status of policy and science, as it applies to issues of climate change and 
future water quality issues predicted for the North Coast Region.  The 
information item will include a presentation by Max Gomberg, Senior 
Environmental Scientist with the State Water Board’s Office of Research, 
Planning and Performance who will discuss policy developments at the 
State Water Board and across the state.  It will also include a presentation 
by Dr. Nat Seavy, Research Director of the Pacific Coast and Central Valley 
Group of Point Blue Conservation Science, with an overview of climate 
change projections for northern California and their implications for 
water quality protection. 
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