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Sent via email: commentletters@waterboards.ca.gov

July 28, 2016

Ms. Jeanine Townsend Public Comment
Proposed Drinking Water Fee Regs
State Water Resources Control Board Deadline:7/29/16 by 5:00pm
1001 | Street, 24th Floor
Sacramento, California 95814 F@ ECEIVE E{y
C . . 7-28-16
Re: SWRCB Proposed Drinking Water Fee Regulations
SWRCB Clerk

Dear Ms. Townsend,

The California Municipal Utilities Association (CMUA), representing 40 public water
agencies that serve over 70 percent of Californians, appreciates the opportunity to
comment on the State Water Resources Control Board’s (SWRCB) Proposed
Modifications to the Drinking Water Fee Regulations (Proposed Modifications).

I.  Proposed Modifications to Fee Schedule

CMUA firmly supports a fee schedule that fully funds the Drinking Water Program
(Program). A robust Program is in the best interests of all Californians. CMUA
appreciates the SWRCB’s significant efforts to collaborate with stakeholders
throughout the development of a fee schedule that achieves this objective along
with providing for a structure that is fair, or equitable, easy to administer and
implement, consistent with existing laws, and also flexible and able to adapt to
changing regulations or budgets. We believe that the Proposed Modifications
adhere to these principles that have been advanced by CMUA and others in the
water community and we are pleased to support the proposal as outlined in the
SWRCB’s July 13, 2016 notice and revised regulations text.

Il.  Performance Metrics
CMUA continues to recommend that the SWRCB provide an accounting of staff
time and resource allocations through the DART system including an annual
accounting of hours spent in service to each water system. We respectfully request

that this information be sent with that system’s annual invoice along with a

A non-profit statewide association of publicly owned electric utilities and water agencies.


mailto:commentletters@waterboards.ca.gov

Ms. Jeanine Townsend
July 28, 2016
Page 2

description and an overview of the SWRCB’s expenditures for activities that benefit all drinking water
systems. A summary of this information should be made publicly available at least once a year. This
process and information would benefit both the SWRCB and the water systems as it would allow the
SWRCB to assess the Program’s activities and effectiveness moving forward and provide fee payers
with the data needed to assess their level of service.

Ill.  Ensure Appropriate Reserves

As previously noted, we are supportive of the SWRCB’s Proposed Modifications. As the fees are
implemented, we continue to encourage the SWRCB to work with public water systems on an annual
basis to carefully assess the appropriate level of reserves that will ensure an effective balance between
fee authority and fiscal responsibility for both the state and the regulated community.

IV. Conclusion
Thank you for considering CMUA’s comments and for engaging stakeholders throughout this process.

We look forward to continued collaboration on this critical issue for the future of the Drinking Water
Program. Please contact me at 916-326-5800 or dblacet@cmua.org should you have any questions.

Sincerely,

T Aot

Danielle Blacet
Director for Water

Cc: Mr. Tom Howard, Executive Director
Mr. Eric Oppenheimer, Chief Deputy Director
Ms. Cindy Forbes, Deputy Director, Division of Drinking Water
Mr. John Russell, Deputy Director, Division of Administrative Services
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