
CALIFOHNIA HEGIONAL WATEH QUALITY CONTROL BOAl~D

SAN FRANCISCO BAY REGION

ORDER NO. 79-25

NPDES PERMIT NO. CA0005703
REISSUANCE OE' WASTE DISCHAHGE REQUIREMEN'rS
FOH GE1<BER PRODUCTS COMPANY,
OAKLAND, ALAMEDA COUNTY

The California Regional Water Quality Control Boaid (hereinafter Board), San
Francisco Bay Region, finds that:

1. Gerber Products Company, hereinafter discharger, submitted a report of
waste discharge (NPDES Short Form C) dated November lLr, 1978, applying
for reissuance of its waste discharge requirements and permit to dis­
charge wastes under the National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System
(NPDES), The discharger is presently discharging wastes under require­
ments of Order No. 7 Lr-38 adopted May 21, 1974.

2. The discharger cans fruit, vegetables, and meat, including some pureed
products, and discharges an average of 4c,000 gallons per day (gpd)
with a maximum flow of up to 800,000 gpd of non-contact recycled cooling
water at the head of e. drainage ditch tributary to San Leandro Bay, a
water of the United States, at its shore near the mouth of San Leandro
Creek. The upper 500 feet of the ditch also receives runoff from the
plant roof, product loading areas, and raw material unloading areas.
The ditch enters a buried pipe about 800 feet northwest from 98th
Avenue at a point near Gate No. SP-l, on the southwest side of the
plant. Part of the runoff from the produce unloading area drains to
curbside gutters in 98th Avenue.

3. The Board adopted a Water Quality Control Plan for San Francisco Bay
Basin in April 1975, whf.ch contains water quality objectives for tidal
and non-tidal surface waters.

4. '['he beneficial uses of San Leandro Bay and contiguous waters are:

a. Hecreation
b. ]'ish migration and habitat
c. Habitat and resting for waterfowl and migratory birds
d. Esthetic enjoyment
e. Industrial water supply
f. Navigation

5. Effluent limitation and toxic effluent standards established pursuant
to Section 208(b), 301, 304, and 307 of the Federal Ii/ater Pollution
Control Act and amendments thereto are applicable to the discharge,

6 0 The Board has notified the discharger and interested agencies and
persons of its intent to prescribe waste discharge requirements for the
proposed discharge and has provided them with an opportunity for a public
hearing and an opportunity to submit their written views and recommendations.
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