
CALIFORNIA REGIONAL WATER QUALITY CONTROL BOARD
SAN FRANCISCO BAY REGION

ORDER NO. 86-59

NPDES NO. CA0004961

AMENDING WASTE DISCHARGE REQUIREMENTS FOR:

TOSCO CORPORATION
AVON REFINERY
CONTRA COSTA COUNTY

The California Regional Water Quality Control Board, San
Francisco Bay Region, (hereinafter called the Board) finds that:

1. On February 20, 1985 the Board adopted Order No. 85-24, a
National Pollutant Discharge Elimination system (NPDES)
Permit, prescribing waste discharge requirements for Tosco
Corporation, Avon Refinery (hereinafter called the
discharger) .

2. Order No. 85-24 included an interim effluent limit for
toxicity and a time schedule to achieve compliance with the
Basin Plan toxicity limit by August 20, 1986. The Basin Plan
toxicity limitation requires that "the survival of test
fishes in 96 hour bioassays of the undiluted effluent shall
be a 90 percentile value of not less than 50 percent
survival"; The interim effluent toxicity limitation requires
that" the survival of test fishes in 96 hour bioassays of 50
percent effluent shall be a 90 percentile value of not less
than 50 percent survival."

3. Order No. 85-24 required the discharger to submit a
conceptual toxicity control plan for compliance and if
desired, an application for exception to toxicity limitation
by August 20, 1985.

4. On August 23, 1985 the discharger submitted a conceptual plan
for compliance with the toxicity limitation. The conceptual
plan described the sources of effluent toxicity, control
measures and a preliminary evaluation of available treatment
methods to remove effluent toxicity.

5. In September and December 1985, Board staff met with the
discharger to discuss results and plans associated with the
implementation of conceptual plan. The discharger reported
substantial progress in their work towards reduction of
toxicity through source control and through testing an
alternate operation of the wastewater treatment system.






