
CALIFORNIA REGIONAL WATER QUALITY CONTROL BOARD
SAN FRANCISCO BAY REGION

ORDER NO. 86-76
NPDES NO. CA 0029076

WASTE DISCHARGE REQUIREMENTS FOR:

CITY OF SANTA CLARA - ELECTRIC DEPARTMENT
PEAKLOAD POWER PLANT
SANTA CLARA, SANTA CLARA COUNTY

The California Regional Water Quality Control Board, San
Francisco Bay Region, (hereinafter called the Board) finds that:

1. The city of Santa Clara Electric Department, hereinafter
called the discharger, by application dated October 31,
1985, and its amendment dated October 2, 1986, has applied
for issuance of waste discharge requirements and a permit to
discharge waste under the National Pollutant Discharge
Elimination System (NPDES).

2. The discharger generates electric power with a natural gas­
fired combustion gas turbine generating station to meet
peakload power demands in the City of Santa Clara. As a
back-up to the natural gas, distillate oil is used as an
emergency back-up fuel and is stored at the site.
wastewater consists of stormwater runoff of an undetermined
amount from an approximately two acre site. The runoff from
the oil storage area is collected in a catch basin, treated
in a JOSAM oil/water separator, and then discharged to the
City of Santa Clara's storm drain system. Stormwater runoff
from the site surface surrounding the plant equipment is
channeled in diversion ditches to drop inlets directly
connecting to the storm drain system. The storm drain is a
tributary to San Tomas Aquino Creek tributary to Guadalupe
Slough and South San Francisco Bay, all waters of the United
States.

3. The Regional Board adopted a Water Quality Control Plan for
the San Francisco Bay Region (Basin Plan) on July 21, 1982.
The Basin Plan contains water quality objectives for San
Tomas Aquino Creek, Guadalupe Slough and South San Francisco
Bay.

4. The beneficial uses of San Tomas Aquino Creek, Guadalupe
Slough and South San Francisco Bay are:

a. Water contact recreation
b. Non-contact water recreation
c. Fish migration and habitat
d. Wildlife habitat
d. Esthetic enjoyment
e. Industrial service supply
f. Navigation
















