
CALIFORNIA REGIONAL WATER QUALITY ooNTROL OOARD
SAN FRANCISoo BAY REGION

ORDER 87-125

REQUIRING THE UNITED STATES DEPARrMENT OF THE NAVY, MOFFEIT FIELD NAVAL AIR
STATION, MOFFEIT FIELD, SANrA ClARA COUNTY, TO CEASE AND DESIST DISCHARGING
WASTE IN VIOLATION OF WASTE DISCHARGE REQUIREMENTS, THE CALIFORNIA WATER
core, PROHIBITIONS OF THE WATER QUALITY ooNTROL PlAN FOR THE SAN FRANCISoo
BAY BASIN, THE FEDERAL SUPERFUND AMENDMENTS AND REAUTHORIZATION ACT OF 1986,
AND FROM THREATENING TO DISCHARGE WASTE IN VIOLATION OF THE CALIFORNIA WATER
0000 AND THE TOXICS PIT CLEANUP ACT OF 1984.

The california Regional Water Quality Control Board, San Francisco Bay
Region (hereinafter called the Board), finds that:

1. The united states Deparbnent of the Navy, Moffett Field Naval Air sta­
tion (hereinafter called the discharger) occupys approximately 4,000
acres of land at Moffett Field, located between the Cities of Surmyvale
and Mountain View, Santa Clara County. The discharger cormnenced opera­
tions at this site in 1933. since its beginning, the discharger's site
has been ut.i.Li.zed for a number of Army and Navy operations inclUding
assembly, overhaul, repair, fueling, and landing facilities for dirigi­
bles, helicopters, airplanes and jets.

2. The discharger's operations have involved the storage, handling, and
disposal of raw and waste product; hazardous materials. The hazardous
materials used onsite, either currently or historically, include tri­
chloroethene (TeE), l,l,l-trichloroethane (TCA), tetrachloroethene
(PeE), polychlorinated biphenyls (PCBs), various pesticides, fuels,
oils, and other organic solvents.

3. Subsurface investigations were initiated at two underground solvent
tanks in April 1983 and revealed volatile organic compound (VOC)
pollution in both soil and groundwater adjacent to one of the tanks.

4. In addition to further groundwater investigations near the solvent
tanks, the discharger also began conducting an Initial Assessment study
(IAS) in 1983 to identify possible environmental pollution from past
use and disposal of hazardous materials on the entire site. In April
1984, the discharger requested that additional investigations of
groundwater pollution be delayed until the Initial Assessment study was
completed and that further investigations be inclUded in the "Confirma­
tion study," which was to be the next phase of the discharger's inves­
tigation program.

5. The Initial Assessment study was submitted to the Regional Board in May
1984. The study identified nine sites at Moffett Field where poten­
tially hazardous materials were disposed or spilled. The nine sites
identified in the IAS are listed below:

site Number

1
2

Description

Runway Landfill
Golf Course Landfill
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