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To All Executive Officers — California Regional Water Quality Control Boards

Dear Ladies and Gentlemen:

PENDING MUNICIPAL SEPARATE STORM SEWER SYSTEM (MS4) PERMITS: RECEIVING
WATER LIMITATIONS

| am drafting this letter to encourage you to modify any draft MS4 permits that you currently
have pending to include a reopener provision for the receiving water limitations.

The State Water Board adopted the Caltrans NPDES MS4 permit on September 19, 2012. In
adopting the permit, the State Water Board considered a number of comments that were
submitted on the receiving water limitations and iterative process provisions of the permit. The
State Water Board has scheduled a workshop on November 20, 2012 to address the issues of
receiving water limitations in MS4 permits and the iterative process in a broader context.
Several of the commenters at the Board meeting requested the State Water Board to delay
adoption of the permit until after the scheduled workshop to provide policy direction to staff on
how such provisions should be addressed in MS4 permits. The State Water Board decided not
to delay adoption of the Caltrans MS4 permit further, but included reopener language in the
permit to facilitate revisions, if necessary, to the receiving water limitations and iterative process
provisions after consideration of the issue at the workshop.

The complete text of the adopted permit is on the Caltrans program page on the Board’s storm
water web site below, and the reopener provision may be found at E.11 on page 66:

For your convenience, | have excerpted it below:

“The State Water Board may reopen and modify this Order at any time prior to its
expiration under any of the following circumstances:

The State Water Board determines, after opportunity for public comment and a public
workshop, that revisions are warranted to those provisions of the Order addressing
compliance with water quality standards in the receiving water and/or those provisions of
the Order establishing an iterative process for implementation of management practices
to assure compliance with water quality standards in the receiving water.”
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Also please note the extensive discussion in the fact sheet on this issue beginning on page 8.

Please call me at (916) 341-5615 or Chief Deputy Director Jonathan Bishop at (916) 341-5820 if
you have any questions on this issue.

Sincerely,

EXecutive virector

CC.

Mathew St. John
North Coast Bay Regional Water Quality
Control Board

5550 Skylane Boulevard, Suite A

Santa Rosa, CA 95403

Bruce H. Wolfe

San Francisco Bay Regional Water Quality
Control Board

1515 Clay Street, Suite 1400

~ Oakland, CA 94612

Ken Harris

Central Coast Bay Regional Water Quality
Control Board

895 Aerovista Place, Suite 101

San Luis Obispo, CA 93401

Samuel Unger

Los Angeles Bay Regional Water Quality
Control Board

320 W. 4th Street, Suite 200

Los Angeles, CA 90013

Pamela Creedon
( ral Val
Control |
11020 Sun Center Drive #200
Rancho Cordova, CA 95670
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Patty Z. Kouyoumdjian

Lahontan Bay Regional Water Quality
Control Board

2501 Lake Tahoe Boulevard.

South Lake Tahoe, CA 96150

Robert E. Perdue

Colorado River Basin Bay Regional Water
Quality Control Board

73-720 Fred Waring Drive, Suite 100

Paim Desert, CA 92260

Kurt Berchtold

Santa Ana Regional Water Quality
Control Board

3737 Main Street, Suite 500

Riverside, CA 92501

David W. Gibson _

San Diego Regional Water Quality
Control Board

9174 Sky Park Court, Suite 100

San Diego, CA 92123-4340





