
CALIFORNIA REGIONAL WATER QUALITY CONTROL BOARD
SAN FRANCISCO BAY REGION

ORDER NO. 89-013

CITIES OF SAN JOSE AND SANTA CLARA
SAN JOSE/SANTA CLARA WATER FDLIUTION CONTROL PIl\NT
SAN JOSE, SANTA CLARA CDUNTY

REQUIRING THE CITIES OF SAN JOSE AND SANTA CLARA TO CEASE AND DESIST
DISCHARGING WASTE CONTRARY TO DISCHARGE PROHIBITIONS IN ORDER NO. 89-012 (NPDES
PERMIT)

The California Regional Water Quality Control Board, San Francisco Bay Region
(hereinafter the Board) finds that:

1. The Cities of San Jose and Santa Clara (hereinafter the discharger)
operate a joint water pollution control plant located at 700 Los Esteros
Road, San Jose, Santa Clara County. The plant discharges advanced
secondary effluent to Artesian Slough, violatin;J Basin Plan prohibitions
regardin;J discharges south of the Dumbarton Bridge, discharges to dead-end
sloughs, and discharges receivin;J less than 10:1 minimum initial dilution.

2. On February 20, 1985, the Board adopted Order No. 85-16, prescribing waste
discharge requirements for the discharger (NPDES Pe:rmit CA0037842). The
Board reissued this NPDES permit on January 18, 1989, as Order No. 89-012.
The discharger is in violation of Discharge Prohibitions A.1, A.2, and A.3
(discharges south of the Dumbarton Bridge, discharges to dead-end sloughs,
and discharges receivin;J less than 10:1 minimum initial dilution).

3. The Basin Plan provides for consideration of exceptions to discharge
prohibitions where: (a) an inordinate burden woul.d be placed on the
discharger relative to the beneficial use protected and an equivalent
level of protection can be achieved by alternate means, (b) a discharge is
approved as part of a reclamation project, or (c) it can be demonstrated
that a net environmental benefit will be der.ived as a result of the
discharge.

4. The discharger submitted a petition dated August 25, 1987, requesting that
Discharge Prohibitions A.1, A.2, and A.3 and Receiving Water Prohibitions
C.2.a and C.2.c be removed from their NPDES permit. The discharger is a
member of the South Bay Dischargers Authority, a joint powers agency. The
Authority performed a five-year water quality monitoring study to assess
the impacts of existing discharges on water quality and beneficial uses of
the South Bay. The discharger submitted the Five-Year study Final Report
and a treabnent plant reliability report as documentation of net
environmental benefit and water quality enhancement, to be considered in
the evaluation of their exception request.

5. The discharger submitted an NPDES permit application dated October 28,
1987, for reissuance of waste discharge requirements under the National
























