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Priority Pollutant Monitoring (Lila Tang)

I sent out a letter recently to all wastewater dischargers in this Region requiring them to . collect discharge and receiving water data for the priority pollutants that are in the California Toxics Rule (CTR), plus tributyltin and two common pesticides, diazinon and chlorpyriphos. These data are necessary to determine if permit limits are necessary, and if so, what those limits should be.

Of the 126 CTR priority pollutants, we have been able conclusively to determine limits for about 30 pollutants. The letter starts the process for filling the data gap to allow us to fully implement the requirements of the State Implementation Policy.

Additionally, the letter requires dischargers to collect receiving water data, which will be done through the Regional Monitoring Program. It also encourages dischargers to seek better analytical detection limits. Finally, it brings region-wide consistency to many discharge monitoring program requirements.
Wetland Mitigation Projects 

(Andree Breaux)

The National Academy of Sciences has released a report, Compensation for Wetland Losses Under the Clean Water Act.  The study found that the Clean Water Act has probably reduced wetland losses by requiring dischargers to avoid them. However, it found that the concept of “no net loss” adopted nationally under the first Bush Administration in 1989/90, has not been met for wetland functions (i.e., flood control, water purification, and plant and animal habitats). Attempts to restore or create new wetlands as compensation for destroying some might not 

replace wetlands functions that previously existed. 

The report’s recommendations include: 

· create a national database for 404 permits, and improve quality assurance for data entry; 

· use watershed organizations to track, monitor, and manage wetlands, 

· use a watershed approach to improve decision-making and concentrate on landscapes and regional evaluations instead of on in-kind/on-site requirements, 

· assure that monitoring periods are adequate, and that wetlands are self-sustaining even after monitoring is completed,

· require that compensatory mitigation projects be in place concurrent with, and preferably before, a permit is issued,

· replace subjective, best professional judgment assessments with rapid assessment procedures that are science-based and effective,

· develop wetland reference manuals for each region to help design projects and train staff in their use.

Many of these recommendations are not new or untried. The report fails to address some of the major practical difficulties of enforcing a “no-net-loss” policy.  These include limited staff, time pressure, and the lack of a universally accepted assessment method to determine wetland functions. 

Waste Removal at Southampton  

(Alec Naugle)
In early July, the long-awaited removal of wastes began at a portion of the former Solano County Sanitary Landfill known as the “black material area” and “Blake Court”. Blake Court is an undeveloped cul-de-sac that extends off Rose Drive in the residential community of Southampton in Benicia. The black material area is located adjacent to Blake Court but extends beneath two homes along Rose Drive. In 1990, a homeowner discovered a black, gooey, material in the ground in his backyard. Under pressure from Southampton residents, the developer agreed to define the extent of the black material, and investigate other portions of the former landfill, including the yet to-be-developed Blake Court area.

Investigations indicated the black material is probably sewage sludge, and also identified construction debris, methane gas, and burn ash beneath Blake Court. After considerable community and agency input, the developer prepared a cleanup plan that included complete removal of the black material and all other wastes beneath Blake Court. This spring, the plan was approved. Demolition of the two affected homes occurred in early July. Excavation began last week and will continue through September. A methane gas recovery system is currently operating to reduce the potential for methane combustion and exposure to potentially lethal hydrogen sulfide gas during excavation.

Oakland High-Rise Will Use Recycled Water (Teng-chung Wu)

A 20-story office building under construction in downtown Oakland will become the Bay Area's first high-rise building to be fitted with a dual plumbing system, to utilize recycled water from EBMUD’s Wastewater Treatment Plant for flushing its toilets. This building is a $100 million venture by the Shorestein Co. It is the first commercial high-rise to be built in downtown Oakland since 1990.

This recycling water project is one element of EBMUD's ambitious $20 million East Shore Recycled Water Project. Its goal is to deliver 2.3 million gallons per day of recycled water to businesses in Oakland, Berkeley, Emeryville, Alameda, and Albany, thereby saving enough drinking water to serve more than 15,000 homes. EBMUD will be able to deliver recycled water to the new building in early 2003. The building is scheduled to be ready for occupancy in late 2002 - well ahead of EBMUD’s Project.

SB 2095, the Water Recycling in Landscaping Act, requires EBMUD and other sanitary districts to notify cities within their jurisdiction of districts' intent to provide recycled water if they plan to do so within 10 years. The law further requires cities that receive such a notification to enact water recycling ordinances within 180 days of the notification. EBMUD has notified all cities within its jurisdiction of the District's plan.

Wendt Ranch Project (Kathryn Hart)

The Wendt Ranch Project, as described in my June report, is a small housing development proposed for a site adjacent to Alamo Creek near the Town of Danville in Contra Costa County. Its construction would involve no direct fill of wetlands or creeks, and its design has been modified to minimize the potential for any indirect water quality impacts. 

The project has been of concern to a number of nearby residents. In late June and early July, staff responded individually to all letters received from these residents. Staff provided the residents and the Town with an opportunity to comment on the project's draft water quality certification and waiver of waste discharge requirements. As of August 3, no comments on either the response letters or the draft certification and waiver had been received from the residents or the Town.  I have issued the certification and waiver for the project to proceed.

Tire Shreds Reuse at Dixon Landing/I-880 Interchange (Cecilio Felix)
Following the Board's adoption last summer of the “Conditional Waiver of Waste Discharge Requirements for Tire Shreds Reuse in Road Construction Projects”, Caltrans is utilizing tire shreds at its Dixon Landing/I-880 Interchange project. In July, approximately 6,420 tons of shreds were used as road base and fill material. (At about 20 pounds per tire, this works out to about 642,000 tires).

Caltrans adhered to the conditions of the waiver, which include tire shred specifications and placement criteria, to prevent groundwater and surface water impacts. The Board's waiver and Caltrans' tire reuse will help reduce environmental problems associated with disposal of used tires. 

Mission Bay Update (Vic Pal)

The Mission Bay Development in San Francisco is proceeding as scheduled. Catellus Development Corporation (CDC) is grading and installing underground utilities at various parcels throughout the 350 acres project site. CDC and other developers are beginning construction of a low to median income housing project, several high rise office buildings including the Gap Inc. headquarters, and completing construction of a six story building as part of the UC San Francisco Research Campus. 

As predicted, the environmental impacts in Mission Bay thus far have been either insignificant or manageable. Underground storage tanks that have occasionally been found during earthwork have been removed and appropriately remediated. Methane gas was detected at several locations for which we will require abatement measures such as the installation of passive venting systems. These systems will be built directly into building foundations at or near locations where elevated methane vapor concentrations were found. 

Pier 64 Area, San Francisco (Vic Pal)

Later this month, a consortium of oil companies will begin soil cleanup to remove petroleum contamination near Pier 64 in San Francisco. Pursuant to Site Cleanup Requirements adopted by the Board, staff has been overseeing soil and groundwater investigations at the site, located near Mission Bay. 

From the turn of the century until the 1970’s the area was dominated by heavy industrial activities including rail yards, wood treating operations, and petroleum storage facilities. As a result of these activities, significant quantities of petroleum have been released to the environment, affecting both soil and water quality in the area. Floating petroleum product in groundwater has been observed during investigations of the area.

The proposed action, scheduled to begin this month, will consist of removing about 27,000 cubic yards (700 truckloads) of petroleum-impacted soil, as well as free-floating petroleum from the surface of the groundwater within the excavation. This action is time critical because development of this area is scheduled to begin later this year, and now is an opportune time to clean up the site while the land remains vacant. This interim remedial action is expected to be complete by the end of September.

Fairchild Semiconductor, San Jose  

(Keith Roberson)

The Board has been asked to approve a "containment zone" for a portion of a federal Superfund site in south San Jose, and we expect to bring this matter to the Board later this year. Board staff are in the process of revising the final Site Cleanup Requirements (SCR) for the former Fairchild Semiconductor site at 101 Bernal Road in south San Jose. Draft revisions will be circulated for public comment and then brought to the Board for consideration and adoption. 

The existing SCR for this federal Superfund site was issued in 1988, and significant progress towards site remediation has been made since that time. The revised SCR would reflect this progress and would make the order more consistent with recent Board orders. Among the changes staff are proposing are approval of Fairchild's containment zone application and revision of the cleanup standards for groundwater outside the containment zone. 

Approval of a containment zone may be contentious, because it would allow the discharger to leave contaminants in groundwater in a portion of the site at levels that exceed relevant cleanup standards. For this reason, staff have solicited early input from the USEPA and the Santa Clara Valley Water District. USEPA has a special role to play, since it must give a separate approval at federal Superfund sites before a containment zone would become effective. 

Because of the lengthy review process for this action, staff project this matter will not come to the Board until late this year.

In-house Training 

Our August training will be on "effective briefings". Brown bag topics included an August 1 session on groundwater monitoring with passive-diffusion technology.  

Staff Presentations

Wil Bruhns met with Sandra Paul, Deputy Chair of the Environmental Commission of Trinidad and Tobago to describe this Board’s programs. Ms. Paul was on a US State Department tour of various environmental regulatory agencies throughout the United States.
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 New Items in Italics
Power Plants Currently Under Construction

	Project
	Applicant
	Capacity
	Regional Board Status

	Delta Energy Center

(Pittsburg)
	Calpine and Bechtel
	880 MW
	· Facilitated in streamlining the wastewater reuse permitting process

· Reviewed Application for Certification (AFC)

· General Industrial Stormwater Permit Notice Of Intent (NOI) has not yet been submitted

	United Golden Gate Peaking Project Phase I (provide power during peak load time only)

(San Francisco International Airport)
	El Paso Merchant Energy Company
	51 MW
	· Reviewed AFC

· General Industrial Stormwater Permit NOI has not yet been submitted

· Project on hold due to land lease issues

	Total Generation Capacity:
	931MW SUM(800+500) \# "#,##0" 


Power Plants with Application Currently Being Reviewed by CEC

	Project
	Applicant
	Capacity
	Regional Board Status

	Metcalf Energy Center

(San Jose)
	Calpine and Bechtel
	600 MW
	· Reviewed AFC

· General Industrial Stormwater Permit NOI has not yet been submitted

	Potrero Repower Project

(San Francisco)
	Mirant
	540 MW
	· Facilitated in the interpretation of thermal limitation and requirements for thermal exemption

· Reviewed AFC

· Facilitated in the determination of intake structure location and dredging requirements.

· NPDES Permit application submitted and deemed complete.

· Drafted Tentative Order (TO)

· Administrative draft of TO out for public review

Potential Problem with community objections.  

	United Golden Gate Project Phase II

(San Francisco International Airport)
	El Paso Merchant Energy
	520 MW
	No AFC or permit application received to date.

Project on hold due to land lease issues.

	Valero Cogeneration Project
	Valero Refining Company
	102 MW
	AFC submitted

CEC 4 month fast track review

	Russell City Energy Center

(Hayward)
	Calpine/ Bechtel
	600 MW
	· AFC received.

· Facilitated in NPDES permitting consideration

· Facilitated in Water Quality Certification process

Potential Problem with wetland fill

	Total Generation Capacity:
	2,362 MW


Power Plant with Application Expected in 2001

	Project
	Applicant
	Capacity
	Regional Board Status

	South City

(South San Francisco)
	South City LLC
	550 MW
	No AFC or permit application received to date.

	Total Generation Capacity:
	550 MW


Power Plant with Application Withdrawn

	Project
	Applicant
	Capacity
	Remarks

	Eastshore Substation Reliability Generation Project

(Alameda County)
	Calpine
	91.2 MW
	Provide power during peak load demand only

	Martin Substation Peaking Project

(San Mateo County)
	Calpine
	91.2 MW
	Provide power during peak load demand only

	Newark Substation Reliability Generation Project

(Alameda County)
	Calpine
	91.2 MW
	Provide power during peak load demand only

	San Francisco Bay Barged-Mounted Emergency Generator

(San Francisco County)
	PG&E National Energy Group
	95 MW
	Provide power during peak load demand only

	San Mateo Substation Peaking Project

(San Mateo County)
	Calpine
	91.2 MW
	Provide power during peak load demand only

	Scott Substation Peaking Project

(Santa Clara County)
	Calpine
	88 MW
	Provide power during peak load demand only

	Total Generation Capacity:
	547.8 MW


Definitions:

PEAK LOAD -- 
The highest electrical demand within a particular period of time.  Daily electric peaks on weekdays occur in late afternoon and early evening.  Annual peaks occur on hot summer days.

PEAK LOAD POWER PLANT -- A power generating station that is normally used to produce extra electricity during peak load times.  A plant usually housing old or low-efficiency steam units, gas turbines, diesels, or pumped storage hydroelectric equipment normally used during the peak-load periods.

PEAKING UNIT -- A power generator used by a utility to produce extra electricity during peak load times.

Note: 1,000 MW can provide energy needed by 1 million homes
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