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DISCUSSION:
Equilon Martinez Refinery (the Discharger) operates a petroleum refinery with an average crude-run throughput of approximately 150,000 barrels per day that discharges about 6.7 million gallons per day (MGD) on average of process wastewaters through a deepwater outfall into Carquinez Strait.  

Oily wastewater streams are first treated in oil water separators.  Treatment then consists of dissolved nitrogen flotation, activated sludge biological treatment, chemical precipitation, and finally, granular activated carbon adsorption.  Low Biochemical oxygen demand (BOD) streams (such as:  cooling tower blowdowns, boiler system blowdowns, and non-contact stormwater) are first treated in an aeration pond and then by granular activated carbon adsorption. 

The Tentative Order (Appendix A) reissues the permit for the Discharger.  It contains production rate based technology limits in accordance with federal regulations.  The water quality-based effluent limitations are based on the CTR, SIP, and Basin Plan objectives.  

Staff has resolved many issues, one major issue remains.  Staff’s position on this major issue is as follows:

Equilon Issue:  Denial of Dilution for Bioaccumulative Constituents

In regard to denial of dilution, the Discharger states “…this policy, at least as applied in the instant situation, violates order and directives issued by the State Water Resources Control Board…” This is not a policy.  For bioaccumulative impairing pollutants, controlling the mass of the pollution discharged is critical.  This is because the impairment is due to fish tissue and biota contamination. Based on staff evaluation, there is no assimilative capacity for bioaccumulative impairing pollutants, in this case.  Moreover, the SIP makes clear that dilution credits are at the discretion of the Regional Board and not mandated. 

The other outstanding issues are described and responded in the Response to Comments (Appendix D). 

Staff believe that all concerns expressed have been appropriately taken into consideration and addressed, and that the limits and the provisions contained in the attached Tentative Order are appropriate and consistent with the Basin Plan, SIP, CTR and the Tosco Remand Order. 

RECOMMEN-
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Adoption of the Tentative Order
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