STATE OF CALIFORNIA

CALIFORNIA REGIONAL WATER QUALITY CONTROL BOARD

SAN FRANCISCO BAY REGION

STAFF SUMMARY REPORT (Joe Damas)

MEETING DATE: November 28, 2001

ITEM:


17

SUBJECT:
THE DOW CHEMICAL COMPANY, WESTERN DIVISION, PITTSBURG PLANT, PITTSBURG, CONTRA COSTA COUNTY – Reissuance of NPDES Permit

CHRONOLOGY:       October 1994 – Permit reissued

DISCUSSION:



Dow currently discharges about 0.24 million gallons per day (mgd) of treated wastewater into New York Slough through an outfall 100 feet offshore.  The wastewater streams consist of reverse osmosis brine, cooling tower blowdown, power plant blowdown, and supernatant from treating canal water.  Dow also discharges industrial stormwater runoff to New York Slough at 3 locations.

The attached Tentative Order proposes effluent limitations for the following pollutants: copper, mercury, nickel, settleable matter, and chlorine residual.  Interim limits are proposed for copper, mercury and nickel.  The proposed permit has fewer toxic effluent limits than the previous permit because no reasonable potential was found for several other pollutants using the State Implementation Policy methodology.  Insufficient data exists to evaluate the reasonable potential for several pollutants.

Comments were submitted by Dow and staff has resolved Dow’s concerns except for their request to be reclassified as a minor discharger.  Whether a discharger is classified major or minor relates to the discharger’s threat to water quality.  Major dischargers pay higher fees and contribute to the Regional Monitoring Program.   Staff automatically reports significant violations of major dischargers to the U.S. EPA.  Staff recommends the current classification as a major discharger not be changed until sufficient data are available to fully assess Dow’s potential threat to the water quality.  The U.S. EPA concurs with this recommendation. 

RECOMMEN-

DATION:  

Adoption of the Tentative Order

File No. 2119.1017

Appendices:

A:
Tentative Order

B. Fact Sheet

C. Comments

D. Response to Comments


E. Facility Location Map




