REGIONAL WATER QUALITY CONTROL BOARD - SAN FRANCISCO BAY

BOARD MEETING MINUTES

August 15, 2001 

Note:  Copies of orders and resolutions and information on obtaining tapes or transcripts may be obtained from the Executive Assistant, Regional Water Quality Control Board, 1515 Clay Street, Suite 1400, Oakland, California 94612 or by calling (510) 622-2399.

Item 1 - Roll Call and Introductions

The meeting was called to order on August 15, 2001 at 9:04 a.m. in the State Office Building Auditorium, First Floor, 1515 Clay Street, Oakland.  

Board members present: John Muller, Chair; Clifford Waldeck, Vice-Chair; Doreen Chiu; Josephine De Luca; Shalom Eliahu; William Schumacher; and Mary Warren.  

Board member absent:  Kristen Addicks.  [Note:  Mrs. Addicks arrived at approximately 9:10 a.m.]  

Teng Chung Wu introduced Cheng-Nan Chang, a visitor from Taiwan.  Dr. Chang is a Professor in the Department of Environmental Science, Tunghai University, Taichung, Taiwan.  

John Muller noted this would be the last meeting Sheryl Freeman would attend as staff counsel.  Mr. Muller, Mr. Waldeck, Mrs. De Luca, Mrs. Warren, Mr. Schumacher, and Mr. Eliahu thanked Ms. Freeman for her service to the Board.  They wished her the best in future endeavors.

Ms. Freeman thanked Board members for their support during her tenure at Region 2.  

Item 2 - Public Forum
There were no comments.  

Item 3 – Minutes of the July 18, 2001 Board Meeting

The minutes, as supplemented, were adopted by the Board.  Mr. Schumacher abstained because he did not attend the July 18, 2001 Board meeting.  

[Note:  Mrs. Addicks arrived at 9:10 a.m.]

Item 4 – Chairman’s, Board Members’ and Executive Officer’s Reports

Mr. Muller said he would be helping to host a group of agricultural staffers from Washington, D.C.  He said the group would spend one week in Northern California.

Shalom Eliahu noted he attended a weeklong groundwater pollution and hydrology course.

Clifford Waldeck reported attending a meeting where new technologies in runway development were discussed.  He said the technologies might be used in expansion of the San Francisco International Airport.

Loretta Barsamian said the State of the Estuary Conference would be held October 9, 10, and 11 at the Palace of Fine Arts in San Francisco.  She noted Celeste Cantu, the new Executive Director of the State Board, met with Region 2 staff on July 26, 2001.  Ms. Barsamian reported Tom Mumley would help lead the statewide TMDL program.  

Ms. Barsamian said she recently attended the annual meeting of the California Council for Environmental and Economic Balance.  She reported touring the Tomales Bay watershed on August 14, 2001.  She said the tour provided an opportunity for officials to announce the AB 2117 watershed management program.

Kristen Addicks commented upon an article in the Executive Officer’s Report describing the construction of a large office building in downtown Oakland that includes a dual plumbing system.  She commended the developer for constructing the building in such a way that recycled water from EBMUD’s wastewater treatment plant would be utilized.  

Mr. Muller, Mrs. Warren, and Ms. Barsamian discussed sending a letter of commendation to EBMUD and Shorenstein Realty Services for their outstanding work in constructing the building.

Mr. Muller and Ms. Barsamian discussed the wetland mitigation projects article in the Executive Officer’s Report.  

Item 5 - Uncontested Calendar
Loretta Barsamian recommended adoption of the uncontested calendar, with the following exceptions: she recommended continuing Item 5A, and placing Item 5D on the contested calendar because a speaker wished to be heard.  

Motion:
It was moved by Mrs. De Luca, seconded by Mr. Waldeck, and it was unanimously voted to adopt the uncontested calendar as recommended by the Executive Officer.   

Item 5D – Velcon Filters, Inc., and Frank Hamedi, for the property at 1761 Junction Avenue, and Velcon Filters, Inc., Lucian W. Taylor and Jean B. Taylor, and Triad Tool and Engineering, Inc., for the properties at 1750 Rogers Avenue and 1759 Junction Avenue, San Jose, Santa Clara County – Adoption of Final Site Cleanup Requirements 

Stephen Hill said volatile organic compounds and jet fuel had been found on the Velcon Filter site.  He noted the tentative order set final groundwater and soil cleanup standards for these pollutants.

A representative of Frank Hamedi said there had been a death in the discharger’s family and asked the item be continued.

Janet Kappmeyer, representing Velcon Filters, said she was present to answer questions on behalf of her client.

Mr. Waldeck asked about the cleanup standards set out in the tentative order.  Mr. Hill replied Mr. Hamedi requested more stringent standards be imposed in order to allow residential development on the site.

Ms. Barsamian recommended the item be continued one month.

Motion:
It was moved by Mrs. De Luca, seconded by Mrs. Warren, and it was unanimously voted to continue the item as recommended by the Executive Officer.   

Item 6 – TXI/Pacific Custom Materials, Inc., Port Costa, Contra Costa County – Hearing to Consider Imposition of Administrative Civil Liability for Violation of Waste Discharge Requirements and Discharge of Sediment to Bull Valley Creek and to Carquinez Strait 
Ms. Barsamian recommended this item be continued to the September Board meeting.  

Item 7 – USS-POSCO Industries, Pittsburg, Contra Costa County – Hearing to Consider Mandatory Minimum Penalty for Discharge of Partially Treated Wastewater to Waters of the State 

Ms. Barsamian said USS-POSCO Industries signed a waiver of its right to a hearing on the proposed MMP.  She noted no Board action was necessary.  Ms. Barsamian said the MMP was in the amount of $15,000.    

Item 8 – City of Benicia, Wastewater Treatment Plant, Benicia, Solano County – Reissuance of NPDES Permit 
Tobi Tyler gave the staff presentation.  She said the City of Benicia discharges an annual average flow of 3.2 million gallons a day of treated wastewater through an outfall located in the Carquinez Strait.  She discussed calculation of limitations in the tentative order, including requirements set out in the State Implementation Plan.    

Chris Tomasik, City of Benicia, described the City’s wastewater treatment plant, including recent upgrades to the facility and future plans.   

Mr. Schumacher asked about the City’s efforts to prevent mercury pollution.   

Mr. Waldeck asked about inflow and infiltration at the City’s wastewater plant.

City staff discussed inflow and infiltration.  They said they were investigating potential sources of mercury within the City.

Mr. Muller talked about pollution prevention programs.

Ms. Barsamian said the tentative order was consistent with tentative orders recently adopted by the Board.  

Mrs. De Luca noted the importance of having consistency in the orders that regulate POTWs.  

Mr. Muller thanked the City and Ms. Tyler for their professionalism in the preparation of the tentative order.

Ms. Barsamian recommended adoption of the tentative order as supplemented.  

Motion:
It was moved by Mrs. Warren, seconded by Mrs. Addicks, and it was unanimously voted to adopt the tentative order as supplemented and as recommended by the Executive Officer.   

Item 9 – Partnership and Environmental Management System (EMS) Approach to Environmental Improvements – Information Item, No Action Required 
Dr. Robert Stephens, Assistant Secretary with the California Environmental Protection Agency, gave the presentation.  He said Cal/EPA’s strategic vision provided for “A California that enjoys a clean, healthy, and sustainable environment that enhances the quality of life for current and future generations and protects our diverse natural resource.”  Dr. Stephens said it was important that society’s use of natural resources be sustainable over the long term.  He discussed inadequacies in our current environmental regulatory system.  He suggested the Environmental Management System (EMS) approach be used to implement the next generation of environmental policies and tools.

Mr. Muller asked how changes in weather patterns might affect environmental planning.  Dr. Stephens replied there is a need to conduct strategic planning over the long term.

Mr. Schumacher noted population growth is an important factor to consider when discussing environmental sustainability.  Mrs. De Luca concurred.

Dr. Stephens emphasized the importance of developing long-term strategies to address environmental concerns.

Mrs. Addicks noted the need for households and businesses to reduce demand for natural resources.  She also noted the difficulty for regulatory agencies that deal with individual permits to implement long-term strategies.

Dr. Stephens said Mrs. Addicks raised an important issue.  He noted it was important that regulatory agencies like the Board consider long-term policy implications.   

Mr. Schumacher and Mrs. Warren noted the importance of water quantity issues.  They pointed out that in the long term there might be a problem getting enough water to meet California’s needs.

Mrs. Addicks thanked Dr. Stephens for his presentation.  She emphasized the need for society to use fewer environmental resources and to recycle and to reuse resources when feasible.

Ms. Barsamian emphasized the importance of pollution prevention programs.

Mr. Waldeck noted the potential for regulatory agencies like the Regional Board and the Bay Conservation and Development Commission to coordinate efforts.  

Ms. Barsamian thanked Dr. Stephens for his presentation.  She said groups have been established to discuss ways to nurture “smart growth” or sustainable development in the Bay Area.

Item 10 – Update on Stream Protection Policy – Information Item, No Action Required 

Jill Marshall noted the importance of understanding stream functions – the physical, chemical and biological way streams work.  She said today staff would link an understanding of stream functions to an understanding of stream design.  Ms. Marshall noted staff are preparing guidelines to help developers minimize unanticipated impacts to streams.

Ann Riley said well designed waterway projects could achieve engineering goals such as flood control and bank stabilization, and still enhance water quality and beneficial uses.  She presented slides illustrating past engineering practices that did not achieve such goals, and more modern designs that did.  She noted the need to inform the public about modern waterway management methods.  

Mrs. Addicks and staff discussed waterways in European cities. 

Mr. Eliahu and staff discussed the need to take into account stream velocity and the width and depth of a stream channel when designing a project.    

The Board and staff discussed ways to protect streams and stream corridors.  

Adjournment  

 The Board adjourned to a closed session at 11:45 a.m. 
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