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ITEM:




SUBJECT:
Resolution in Support of Alameda County Water District Request for Funding from the State Water Pollution Cleanup and Abatement Accounty for Vertical Conduit Study – Adoption of Resolution

CHRONOLOGY:
The Regional Board has not previously considered this item

DISCUSSION:
Vertical conduits are pathways that allow groundwater to move between shallow groundwater zones and deeper groundwater zones, potentially allowing groundwater contamination to impact deeper aquifers and water supply wells screened in those aquifers.  Vertical conduits may be manmade (e.g. abandoned wells or improperly sealed wells) or natural (e.g. root holes).  In at least one case in our region (Fairchild – San Jose), a municipal supply well had to be destroyed because of VOC contamination that flowed down an abandoned agricultural supply well, impacting the deeper aquifer and the supply well screened in that aquifer.


Alameda County Water District (ACWD) has expressed interest in applying for funding from the State Water Pollution Cleanup and Abatement Account (CAA) to conduct a vertical conduit study and will complete an application shortly.  The study would result in guidance on finding and properly destroying vertical conduits and would be aimed at three audiences: dischargers and oversight agencies (such as the Regional Board), well-permitting agencies (such as ACWD), and local permitting agencies (cities and counties).


Regional Board staff conclude that such a study would have substantial benefits for groundwater protection programs throughout the region.  A December 2001 report prepared by the staff’s groundwater committee (Draft Comprehensive Groundwater Protection Evaluation for South San Francisco Bay Basins) identifies vertical conduits as a significant threat to groundwater quality in these groundwater basins and recommends several followup steps, including a comprehensive study on methods for locating and sealing vertical conduits.  Existing guidance on vertical conduits is inadequate for this purpose.


ACWD manages the Niles Cone groundwater basin, which supplies the 320,000 residents of Fremont, Union City, and Newark with drinking water.  ACWD has significant expertise on vertical conduits and would be well qualified to conduct such a study.  ACWD’s existing program includes a database of historical and active wells and a comprehensive well search program that’s linked to the local permitting system.  The well-search program assures that any abandoned wells or other vertical conduits are identified and properly destroyed prior to site development or redevelopment.


The Tentative Resolution (Appendix A) supports ACWD’s pending proposal to seek up to $100,000 in CAA funds to conduct a vertical conduit study.  The State Board, which allocates CAA funds, expects a Regional Board resolution of support for proposed projects within that region.  The proposed study will likely have both regional and statewide benefits, since vertical conduits present a threat to groundwater resources beyond the South Bay area.


We have received no comments to date on the Tentative Resolution and we expect this matter to remain uncontested.  We will provide any comments plus further details on ACWD’s proposed study in supplemental materials.

RECOMMEN-

DATION:

Adopt the Tentative Resolution

File No. 2199.00  (SAH)

Appendices:
A.  Tentative Resolution



B.  ACWD Study Proposal – to be added

