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Proposition 13 (Carrie Austin)
Region 2 is participating in the Coastal Nonpoint Source grant program, with $18.2 million available for Northern California (Regions 1, 2 & 3).  Coastal was broadly defined in the ballot proposition to include bays and estuaries, and therefore most of our region is eligible.  

This is the largest grant program that Region 2 has participated in, and staff worked hard to help applicants craft superior projects.  As reported in April, we completed the “concept proposal” phase.  We are now in the middle of the selection process for “full proposals”.  

We were more successful than we ever anticipated – we received 27 applications and would like to be able to fund 19.  We are expecting about 1/3 of the available funding ($18.2 million) for our region, and therefore funding for 13 or our recommended projects.  

The next steps in the grant selection process include review, and possibly change, by a statewide committee of technical staff, then statewide management, and finally presentation of the staff recommendation at a State Board workshop, then formal adoption at a State Board hearing.  The State Board actions are tentatively scheduled for October.

Cargill Salt Ponds (Steve Moore)

On May 29, 2002, Cargill Salt and Senator Dianne Feinstein signed a framework agreement for the purchase of over 16,400 acres of salt ponds.  It is a preliminary agreement and dictates the condition in which Cargill, an international agricultural and food company, must leave the salt ponds to receive $100 million from the state and federal governments for their permanent inclusion in public ownership.  Since that date, various government agencies and Cargill Salt have been actively working to better define the existing conditions of the salt ponds, and the potential cleanup requirements associated with transfer of the property.

AB 398, authored by Carole Migden, was the legislation that appropriated the state’s contribution of $25 million to the potential deal.  In addition to authorizing funding for acquisition, this legislation added a requirement that “the acquisition of the property will not result in any liability to the state for the cleanup of hazardous materials.”

The resource agencies have approached the Regional Board for advice on hazardous materials.  The Wildlife Conservation Board (WCB) of the Department of Fish and Game administers the state’s funding for this project.  Both the Regional Board and U.S. EPA have been requested by the WCB to provide guidance on the design of an assessment, which includes sampling.  This assessment would focus on upland areas and levees that may have been the site of a spill or leaking underground tank.  

Members of the public, the press, and State Senator Byron Sher have expressed concern about a different yet related issue: toxic pollutants from the Bay that may have been brought into the salt ponds over time and accumulated in the sediments.  In the North Bay, the salt ponds sold to the state by Cargill Salt in 1994 have been thoroughly sampled for toxic pollutants, and show no serious concerns, other than some elevated metal salts in the water column of higher salinity ponds.  Certain patterns have been observed in the North Bay ponds that, if present in the South Bay ponds, will put to rest concerns about accumulation of pollutants in salt pond sediments.  However, circumstances in the South Bay, such as limited circulation and historic pollutant patterns, especially mercury, warrant sampling and analysis to confirm or deny the patterns observed in North Bay salt ponds.  Therefore, no conclusions can yet be reached.  Resource agencies and Cargill Salt are making arrangements to perform studies in the near future to answer outstanding questions about mercury and other pollutants in South Bay salt pond sediments.

TMDL Reports To Be Released  

Diazinon in Urban Creeks

(Bill Johnson)

In September, we will complete the Preliminary TMDL Project Report for diazinon in San Francisco Bay Area urban creeks.  Diazinon is a common insecticide used throughout the Bay Area to manage a broad spectrum of pests, such as ants, aphids, spiders and grubs.  Although only a small fraction of the diazinon applied outdoors reaches surface water, that fraction is sufficient to result in toxic diazinon concentrations.   The report will describe diazinon sources, propose water quality targets, and present implementation plan alternatives for achieving water quality targets.  We will be presenting this report to stakeholders at the Urban Pesticide Committee meeting on September 17.  

San Francisco Bay PCBs

(Fred Hetzel)

The Preliminary TMDL Project Report for PCBs in San Francisco Bay will be completed this month and presented to stakeholders on August 30.  PCBs are of particular concern because they bioaccumulate in fish, resulting in health advisories regarding fish consumption.  The report will present the results of loading studies, propose numeric targets and load allocations, and present implementation alternatives.

Peer Review of RBSL Document 

(Roger Brewer)

The in-house, technical document Application of Risk-Based Screening Levels (RBSLs) and Decision Making to Sites with Contaminated Soil and Groundwater (Interim Final, December 2001) is currently undergoing a formal Peer Review through CalEPA and the University of California.  The document contains RBSLs for over 100 chemicals commonly found at contaminated sites.  The presence of a chemical in soil or groundwater at a concentration below the respective RBSL can reasonably be assumed to not pose a significant threat to human health and the environment.  The RBSLs are being used to expedite the evaluation of potential environmental concerns at contaminated sites and ultimately expedite the cleanup and closure of these sites.  Use of the RBSL document is voluntary, but it is becoming especially popular with responsible parties for use at smaller, lower-risk sites.

Formal review of the document through CalEPA and the University of California is required under the recently enacted California Land Environmental Restoration and Reuse Act (CLERRA/SB32, January 2002).  Approximately 10 to 15 professors from the UC system will participate.  The goal of the review is to identify areas where the document can be approved and evaluate the potential for development of similar documents in other areas of the state.  It is anticipated that the review will be completed by the end of this year.  Pilot use of the RBSL document is also being carried out by CalEPA in targeted areas of southern California.

In June and July of this year, staff presented the RBSL document at CLERRA workshops held for Regional Board staff and DTSC staff in Riverside and Sacramento.  An RBSL workshop open to the general public is also scheduled for August 28. Over 15 workshops have been held in the Bay area to date.  The document is available for review and downloading at www.swrcb.ca.gov/rwqcb2/ under "Items for Comment."

On-Site Wastewater Treatment Systems - Extension of Waivers (Blair Allen)

The water code allows regional boards to waive applications for waste discharge requirements for specific types of discharges. One category of discharges for which the Board has historically done so is individual on-site wastewater treatment systems (e.g. septic systems) that are appropriately regulated by local agencies.  The Board has adopted waivers for on-site systems for eight counties and one town.  

The water code was recently amended to require periodic review, and updating as necessary, of all Board waivers, and specifies that all existing waivers will terminate as of January 1, 2003.   This applies to the Board's existing waivers for on-site systems.  Pursuant to other water code requirements, the State Board is currently developing statewide regulations for on-site systems (see separate item, this report).  The new regulations will need to be addressed by the Board's program for on-site systems, including the Board's waivers with local agencies.  However, these regulations are not scheduled to be adopted until January 1, 2004.   In order to allow for efficiency in reviewing and updating the Board's waivers for on-site systems, Board staff are proposing to extend the existing waivers until the new statewide regulations are implemented.  Staff will then conduct a comprehensive review of each local agency's program and regulations to ensure consistency with the statewide regulations as well as Regional Board policies, and develop new waivers for each local agency.   A resolution extending the existing waivers until the new statewide regulations are implemented will be brought to the Board for consideration in the near future.    
On-Site Wastewater Treatment Systems - Statewide Regulations (Blair Allen)

On-site wastewater treatment systems (septic systems or on-site systems) serve residential and commercial facilities in areas where community sewer systems do not exist.   To date, regulations for these systems exist at the Regional Board and County level, with little in the way of statewide regulations.    Amendments to the water code enacted in 2000 require the State Board to develop statewide regulations for permitting and operation of on-site systems.  The intent is to establish minimum standards applicable statewide.  Individual regional boards or local agencies may prescribe regulations that are more protective of water quality, as necessary.  

The State Board is currently working on these regulations.  The regulations are required to be adopted by January 1, 2004.   During January through September 2002, State Board is hosting a series of meetings of three separate groups (stakeholders, technical advisors, and state agencies) to gather input and review key aspects of the anticipated regulations.  Staff have been actively participating in all of these groups.  Under the current schedule, draft regulations will be distributed for public review and comment in the latter part of 2002.  State Board will then host several public workshops in different locations around the state.  Final drafting of regulations, environmental impact assessment, and consideration for approval by various state government offices will occur during 2003.

The new regulations will apply to all regional boards and local agencies throughout the state.  The new regulations will need to be incorporated into the Board's Basin Plan and program for regulation of on-site systems.  At present, it is anticipated that this will be done in the process of updating the Board's existing waivers for on-site systems (see separate item, this report), and by development of a Memorandum of Understanding between the Board and each local agency involved in permitting on-site systems.   The MOUs will address the specific characteristics of the local agency's permitting and management program, roles and responsibilities of the local agency and the Board, and implementation of the new statewide regulations.   

Napa River Flood Protection Project (Mary Rose Cassa) 

The plan for cleanup of petroleum contamination in the project area has changed somewhat since the Board approved final site cleanup requirements a year ago, but we expect cleanup work to start later this summer.  Cleanup will focus on an area located along the east side of the Napa River, south of downtown Napa.  The area was historically contaminated with petroleum hydrocarbons from spills associated with bulk oil terminals and underground storage tanks.  Demolition of existing structures and infrastructure in this area took place during June and July 2002.  Excavation activities are scheduled to begin in mid- August.  The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers and the Napa County Flood Control District determined that on-site treatment of petroleum hydrocarbon-contaminated soil for reuse would not be feasible.  Instead, all petroleum-contaminated soil that is not suitable for reuse will be disposed of at a permitted landfill.  The District reached a settlement with several of the parties responsible for the petroleum releases, which will offset a substantial portion of the removal/disposal costs for the contaminated soil.

The petroleum cleanup is a subset of a plan for 100-year flood protection in the City of Napa that allows the Napa River to be a river, not a flood channel.  The project is an innovative blend of ecology and engineering in which marshplain and floodplain terraces will be re-established to aid passage of flood waters.  Excavation in the petroleum-impacted area is driven by the opportunity to increase flow capacity during flood events and create wetland habitat in the process.  

Presidio of San Francisco  (James D. Ponton)

Seven former Presidio Trust employees have alleged that illegal dumping of hazardous materials occurred at the Presidio in and around 1999.   The Presidio Trust is taking the allegations seriously.   The Trust has enlisted the help of the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), U.S. Department of Justice, and the state Department of Toxic Substances Control in fully investigating the dumping allegations.  To that end, EPA investigators conducted a field investigation of one or more soil stockpiles that are located within the limits of the alleged dumping site.  The field investigation concluded no drums were buried there.  Regional Board staff have asked the Presidio Trust to keep the Board informed about the investigation, particularly with respect to any potential impacts to groundwater and, or surface water.

Illegal Creek Culverting in Oakland (Keith Lichten)

In May 2002, Surinderk and Baljit Singh of Dodg Corporation culverted approximately 700 feet of open creek adjacent to Hegenberger Road in the City of Oakland, near San Leandro Creek.  The fill was completed without any local, state, or federal permits, and work on the site was halted in late June by the City of Oakland.  A parking lot was constructed over the filled creek.  

Enforcement is being pursued by the City, Alameda County District Attorney, State Department of Fish and Game, and U.S. Army Corps of Engineers.  Board staff are working with the City and are in communication with the District Attorney’s office on the project.  The completed work ordinarily would have required a Clean Water Act Section 401 Water Quality Certification.  However, an application was never submitted, and I will shortly be issuing a Notice of Violation on the project.  At present, the City intends to require restoration of the creek and removal of the placed fill.

The constructed culvert and grading appear to present a substantial flooding threat to property owners adjacent to the site during the coming rainy season.  The constructed culvert appears to be failing, and water would now flow into the backyards of adjacent homes.  Board staff will work with the City and appropriate agencies on any permitting needed to address this issue.

Mare Island Naval Shipyard (Gary Riley)

The owner of the Eastern Early Transfer Parcel at Mare Island has agreed to conduct expedited lead sampling in soil around nineteen duplex housing units subleased for student housing by Touro University.

Recently, the Department of Toxic Substances Control became aware that, contrary to occupancy conditions established under a Land Use Covenant to protect human health prior to final cleanup of the Eastern Parcel, that children under the age of 18 years have been permitted to live in the housing units there. Touro University has recently ordered its students with children less than 18 years of age to vacate the on-island housing. DTSC is providing oversight on a soil sampling program to evaluate any health risks from historical use of lead-based paint on the duplexes. 

Board staff are being kept informed about this issue. In the meantime, Board staff continues to provide oversight on numerous cleanups and investigations occurring across Mare Island as they pertain to Water Quality issues. 

East Fort Baker (Naomi Feger)

We signed the Final Record of Decision Remedial Action Plan (ROD/RAP) for East Fort Baker on July 29, 2002. The U.S. Army prepared the Record of Decision Remedial Action Plan (ROD/RAP) recommending No Further Action for CERCLA releases. Both the California Department of Toxic Substances Control and Regional Board staff have reviewed the ROD/RAP and concurred with the Army’s findings.  An information item was included on the August 15, 2001 Board Agenda regarding Notification of the Executive Officer's Intent to Sign Record of Decision, East Fort Baker, Marin County.

Following the signing of the ROD/RAP the property transferred to the National Park Service on August 1st.

The U.S. Army operated East Fort Baker as an active military base from 1866 until 1995. The former military base is located adjacent to San Francisco Bay just inside the Golden Gate Bridge and covers an area of 93 acres of which 12 acres are submerged lands within Horseshoe Bay.   The U.S. Army has conducted remedial actions for releases of chemicals to soil, resulting from historical army operations at EFB. No significant groundwater pollution was encountered at this site.  

Plans for future use of the base include establishment of a Retreat and Conference Center, the retention and expansion of the current Bay Area Discovery Museum, rehabilitation of the historic parade ground, restoration of habitat areas for endangered species, interpretation of the historic military uses of the site including the batteries and waterfront structures, and the enhancement of waterfront recreational opportunities along Horseshoe Cove.
New Water Quality Certification Program Web Page (Elizabeth Morrison)

We recently created a new web page for our Water Quality Certification Program. The web page will save staff and the public time by providing convenient access to downloadable copies of application forms, application instructions, a list of staff contacts, and the Fee Schedule. Also included is a description of the rules and regulations regarding projects that may impact waters of the State. In the near future we will also begin posting a list of water quality certification applications that we receive. The new web page can be found at: http://www.swrcb.ca.gov/rwqcb2/certs.htm.

In-house Training

Our July training was on Fortis, the imaging system we use to electronically file and retrieve documents.  Our August training will be on inter-personal communication including sexual harassment prevention. Brown-bag topics include a July 3 session on the use granular activated carbon in groundwater cleanups and an August 6 session on watershed information sharing using the Klamath Resource Information System (KRIS) and its application in Sonoma and Marin
Staff Presentations
On July 8, Keith Lichten and I presented to the Regional Board Executive Officers and the State Board Executive Director an example of our typical outreach "road show" on the changing new development stormwater requirements.  I presented our usual talk given to mayors, city managers, and elected officials, including background on the stormwater program and a discussion of changes.  Keith's presentation, which focuses on municipal staff, consultants, and developers, includes a discussion of the changing requirements and pictures of storm water controls from the Bay Area and across the world, taken when he has been traveling as a part of fencing at World Cup tournaments.  It will soon be revised to include a few pictures of pervious pavements from Havana, Cuba!

In July, Keith Lichten conducted a series of 3 outreach workshops on the ongoing changes to the new development stormwater requirements under NPDES stormwater permits.  The workshops were held in Oakland, Hayward, and Pleasanton, and were attended by about 200 municipal staff, consultants, and developers, and were sponsored by the Alameda Countywide Clean Water Program.  On August 2, Keith also presented on the same topic at a morning meeting of the Contra Costa Council’s Environmental Work Group, a meeting attended by about 30 consulting engineers and developers.

On August 1, Wil Bruhns met with Jin Jian, a senior engineer with the Jiangsu Provincial Academy of Environmental Science, to discuss our efforts at controlling water quality.

On August 8, Fred Hetzel was on a panel at the American Association of Ports Authorities Harbors, Navigation and Environment Seminar. The presentations focused on the potential effects TMDLs will have on Ports as they address storm water and dredge material disposal. 

Dyan Whyte gave a lecture entitled “Mercury Transformations in the Environment:  From cinnabar to the sushi bar” to the UC Berkeley undergraduate Water Planet class on August 6.

On August 2, Rebecca Tuden and Sandi Potter gave a presentation to the North Bay Watershed Association on the water quality concerns associated with pathogen- and sediment-impaired waters in Eastern Marin and Southern Sonoma Counties, with particular emphasis on septic systems as a potential source of pathogens.  

Bill Johnson gave a presentation on the evolving role of the Urban Pesticide Committee as part of a panel discussion on urban pesticide issues at the California Plant Health Association’s regulatory conference on July 30.  
Hossain Kazemi spoke to California Coalition for Adequate School Housing on storm water regulations pertaining to construction and post construction on 7/23 in Sacramento and 7/26 in Ontario.

Sarah Raker made a presentation on July 24 to the Public Advisory Committee for the AB599 Groundwater Quality Monitoring Act work group on a proposed California groundwater quality report. The report would contain both state-wide and basin-specific water quality summaries, data gaps, emerging issues and recommendations. Data will be compiled from all existing state, local, and regional groundwater sources. A report schedule will need to be developed based on the priority of each groundwater basin. Sarah is participating in the Interagency Task Force to formulate a comprehensive groundwater monitoring plan for the state. The plan will be submitted to the legislature in March 2003. 

Jeff Kapellas, staff Geographic Information Systems Analyst, gave a presentation on the Board's South Bay solvent ground water plume mapping project at the ESRI International GIS Users Conference, in San Diego on July 9, 2002. The conference highlights innovative technologies and applications of GIS analysis.
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