STATE OF CALIFORNIA

CALIFORNIA REGIONAL WATER QUALITY CONTROL BOARD

SAN FRANCISCO BAY REGION

STAFF SUMMARY REPORT (Blair Allen)

MEETING DATE:  December 18, 2002

AGENDA ITEM:  5A

SUBJECT:
Resolution Renewing Waivers of Reports of Waste Discharge for Individual On-Site Wastewater Treatment and Disposal Systems
DISCUSSION:
The purpose of this item was to renew existing waivers for on-site wastewater systems for a five year period.  Staff have recently been informed by State Board legal counsel that recent changes to the Water Code preclude this proposed action. The changes extend the expiration date for existing on-site system waivers until June 30, 2004, and do not allow renewal or extension of the waivers beyond this date.   Therefore, the proposed action is not feasible at this time.  

RECOMMENDATION:
No action needed.   Tentative Resolution removed from consideration.  
SUMMARY OF PREVIOUSLY PROPOSED ACTION:

Individual on-site wastewater treatment and disposal systems (septic systems or on-site systems) serve residential and commercial facilities in areas where community sewer systems do not exist. All on-site systems involve discharges or potential discharges of waste to groundwater and therefore are subject to regulation by regional boards pursuant to the Water Code. 



The Regional Board has previously adopted resolutions waiving the requirements for filing reports of waste discharge for individual on-site systems, where such systems are adequately permitted and regulated by local government.  This has been done for each of eight counties, and one city, within the Region, by adoption of separate waiver resolutions for each entity.



These waivers are scheduled to expire January 1, 2003.  Recent changes to the Water Code revised this expiration date to June 30, 2004.  New statewide regulations for on-site systems are scheduled to be adopted by the State Board as of January 1, 2004.  Staff recommends that the waivers should remain in effect beyond June 30, 2004, in order to allow adequate time for review and revision of Regional Board policies and local government regulations for on-site systems, and for development of updated waivers necessary to address the new regulations. 



Staff had prepared a Tentative Resolution by which the Regional Board would renew the existing waivers for on-site systems, for a five-year period.
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