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MEETING DATE: June 19, 2001

ITEM

6B


SUBJECT:
REGION WIDE GENERAL PERMIT FOR DISCHARGES FROM AGGREGATE MINING AND SAND WASHING FACILITIES TO SURFACE WATERS– Issuance of NPDES General Permit

CHRONOLOGY:
The Board has not previously considered this matter.

DISCUSSION:
The attached Tentative Order is a region wide NPDES general permit for aggregate mining and sand washing facilities.  This general permit covers discharges from settling ponds, storm water runoff, and wastewaters from sand screening and washing operations.    


There are eight (8) existing aggregates mining and sand washing facilities in this region that are currently covered under individual permits.  New facilities opening up as existing facilities depleted their rock sources, or the demand for the sand increases in the Bay area.  This General Permit is an effective and efficient way of regulating these existing facilities.


Aggregate mining and sand washing facilities involve similar types of operations, discharge similar types of wastewater, and therefore require similar effluent limitations.  Most aggregate mining facilities wash aggregates to remove silt and then to separate the material into different grades of aggregate and sand.  Sand washing facilities wash a portion of the sand dredged from the Bay to remove salt for concrete production.

The main pollutant of concern in the discharge is silt or sediment washed from the sand and gravels.  The discharges from aggregate mining and sand washing facilities normally flow through a series of ponds to settle out the silt before discharging to State waters.  The proposed General Permit specifies effluent limits and the development of best management practices to minimize the level of silt and other toxic pollutants in the discharge.


We received one comment from Alameda County Water District (ACWD) and have addressed their concerns.

RECOMMENDATION:
Adoption of the Tentative Order.
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