





STATE OF CALIFORNIA


CALIFORNIA REGIONAL WATER QUALITY CONTROL BOARD


SAN FRANCISCO BAY REGION





STAFF SUMMARY REPORT


STAFF: Lynn Suer and Adriana Constantinescu


					MEETING DATE:  June 19, 2002





ITEM:			





SUBJECT:	Department of the Navy, Moffett Federal Airfield, Mountain View, Santa Clara County – Notification of Executive Officer’s Intent to Sign Record of Decision for Site 22, a former Landfill 


					


CHRONOLOGY: 	The Regional Board has not previously considered this item.





DISCUSSION:	Moffett Federal Airfield is located adjacent to the City of Mountain View, south of the Cargill saltwater ponds, and encompasses 2,200 acres in Santa Clara County.   Moffett was operated by the Navy or U.S. Army Air Corps from 1933–1994, and then closed as an active military base. The National Aeronautics and Space Administration’s Ames Research Center now operates the facility.  U.S. EPA placed Moffett on the Superfund List in 1987, initiating the clean-up process for the facility.   





The Department of the Navy has submitted a Record of Decision for remediating a landfill at Moffett.  Site 22 is a former solid waste landfill, covering approximately 9.4 acres in the northeastern portion of Moffett.  It received waste from 1950-1967, and contains an estimated 92,000 cubic yards of refuse, consisting primarily of domestic wastes such as old tires, newspapers, vacuum tubes, etc.  When the landfill was closed, it was covered with approximately 1.5 feet of soil, although some areas have less than 1 foot of cover.  





The landfill now serves as holes 6 and 7 of the Moffett golf course, which has 


been in active use for over 30 years.  The Record of Decision is based on the premise that this use will continue and there are no plans to change the use.





Groundwater at the site is too saline and not a potential drinking water source.  Communication between groundwater and adjacent surface waters is limited so contaminated leachate does not currently pose a risk to human or 


ecological receptors.  The primarily risk to humans is through direct contact 


with the wastes when they are uncovered by the burrowing activities of 


resident ground squirrels.  





The Navy has proposed construction of a biotic barrier to prevent burrowing animals from exposing wastes.  This barrier consists of 6 inches of foundation material, 12 inches of cobble, 1-2 inches of concrete slurry infill, 5 inches of well-mixed gravel base, and 12 inches of topsoil replacement (see Appendix B).  The remedy will also include surface water controls, institutional controls to insure that the barrier is not disturbed, groundwater and landfill gas monitoring.  The total cost is approximately $ 2.8 million.  


              . 


The final Proposed Plan for Site 22 was noticed and a public meeting was held in April 2001.  Navy, EPA, and RWQCB representatives attended and several issues were raised by the agencies during the ten months review of the Draft Record of Decision.   These issues included the need for greater detail regarding implementation of institutional controls and inclusion of State regulations, such as Title 27 and Basin Plan, for protecting surface and ground waters.  Navy responded appropriately and resolved the issues in the proposed remedy and Final Record of Decision.





RECOMMEN-


DATION:	I intend to sign the Record of Decision if Regional Board members have no objections.





FILE No.	2189.8009





Appendices:	A – Location Maps


	B – Cross–Section of Biotic Barrier






































	














































































































APPENDIX A


Location Maps























































































































APPENDIX B


Cross-Section of Biotic Barrier








		





	














