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MEETING DATE: November 20, 2002

ITEM:
5.C



SUBJECT:
W.S. Associates, Nestle USA - Beverage Division, Inc., and D. H. Overmeyer Co., Inc., for the property located at 1964 Williams Street, San Leandro, Alameda County - Adoption of Final Site Cleanup Requirements
CHRONOLOGY:
August 1995 - Site Cleanup Requirements issued

DISCUSSION:
The site is located in an industrial area of San Leandro, west of I-880.  Nestle USA - Beverage Division, Inc. (Nestle) and other tenants operated freeze drying businesses at the site between the years of 1967 and 1982.  Trichloroethylene (TCE) was used and stored on site during these operations.  W.S. Associates acquired the property in 1984, and is the current owner of the site.  The building on the site has been used for warehouse purposes since 1988.  In 1989, W.S. Associates detected high levels of TCE and other volatile organic compounds in soil and groundwater at the site.  The Board adopted Site Cleanup Requirements (SCR) for the site in 1995.


Two-thirds of the concrete floor of the warehouse was removed in 1995 and 1996. Impacted soils were excavated and removed from beneath former solvent storage areas.  A vapor extraction system was operated from 1996 to 1999.  An estimated 3,400 pounds of TCE were removed during operation of the system.


A plume of heavily contaminated groundwater extends 3,000 feet to the southwest of the site and is migrating toward the San Francisco Bay.  The final Remedial Action Plan for the site calls for an innovative treatment of groundwater through a process referred to as "reductive dechlorination."  Carbohydrate solutions (or equivalent) will be injected into five areas of the plume.  The reaction zones created in each area will serve to promote a biologically induced breakdown of TCE and related compounds as the plume passes through these zones.  Although successfully used on smaller plumes in the past, this is by far the largest plume in this region where this type of treatment has been attempted.  If successful, it could prove to be a more cost-effective remedy for treatment of other large solvent plumes in the Bay Area.


This Tentative Order (Appendix A) establishes final cleanup standards for groundwater and requires the dischargers to implement the Remedial Action Plan approved for the site.  The order also requires the dischargers to prepare a plan to manage any residual soil impacts that may remain under the existing warehouse and to prepare a deed restriction that limits use of the property to commercial/industrial purposes only. 


We received written comments on the Tentative Order from the dischargers and from a nearby property owner (Appendix B).  On September 19, 2002, the dischargers entered a court settlement with D. H. Overmeyer Co., Inc., and subsequently requested that this entity be removed as a named discharger in the Tentative Order.  This is reflected in revisions to Findings 2 and 3 (Site History, Named Dischargers).  The dischargers also submitted editorial comments on the Order.  These comments are for the most part reflected in revisions to the text of the Tentative Order.


The owner of the nearby property located at 2101 Williams Street submitted comments suggesting that impacts to groundwater identified beneath his property were related to the release at 1964 Williams Street. The chemical identified at his property (tetrachloroethene) is distinctly different from the primary chemical released at the 1964 Williams Street property, however, and staff have concluded that the impacts are not related.  The source of the release at the 2101 Williams Street property is being investigated separately.

We expect this item to remain uncontested.

RECOMMENDATION:
Adopt the Tentative Order 
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