


�����



TO:		Loretta K. Barsamian�		Executive Officer	





FROM:	Mary Rose Cassa


		Toxics Cleanup Division





DATE:	November 7, 2002��FILE NOS.	28-0131, 28S0031, 28S0032, 28S0008, 28S0033, and 28S0046 (MRC)	





SUBJECT:	Status Report on Petroleum Cleanup at Napa River Flood Protection Project
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This report provides an update on progress toward cleaning up several properties located in an industrial/commercial area situated along the east side of the Napa River, south of the City of Napa’s downtown area (Figure 1).  The properties, which were formerly owned by several oil companies, lie within the construction footprint of a portion of the Napa River flood control project referred to as the Consolidated Remedial Action Area.   This area is bounded by 7th Street on the north, the Nord Vineyard on the south, the existing Napa Valley Wine Train tracks on the east, and the Napa River on the west (Figure 2)





Past releases of petroleum from former bulk-storage facilities in the "consolidated" area have caused substantial contamination of soil and groundwater immediately adjacent to the Napa River.  Accelerated cleanup of this contamination was needed, due to the pending flood control project by the Napa County Flood Control and Water Conservation District and the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers.  The petroleum cleanup is a subset of a plan for 100-year flood protection in the City of Napa that allows the Napa River to be a river, not a flood channel.  The project is an innovative blend of ecology and engineering in which marshplain and floodplain terraces will be re-established to aid passage of flood waters.  Excavation in the petroleum-impacted area is driven by the opportunity to increase flow capacity during flood events and create wetland habitat in the process (Figure 3).  Based on the October 2000 Board Order, most of the individual dischargers participated in consolidated-cleanup discussions with the Flood Control District.  The District submitted a consolidated cleanup plan in January, 2001, and acquired the properties in the "consolidated" area that spring.





In the consolidated cleanup plan (approved in the June 2001 Board cleanup order), the District proposed removal of petroleum-impacted soils via excavation.  Floating hydrocarbons and contaminated groundwater will be contained, treated, and disposed as necessary.  According to the original plan, impacted soil was to be placed in a treatment cell constructed on the adjacent Nord Vineyard.  Clean and treated soil was to be placed at the nearby Gasser property as the foundation for a future residential development.  Soil not meeting the treatment/disposal criteria was to be taken to a permitted landfill.  The District reached a settlement with several of the parties responsible for the petroleum releases, which will offset a substantial portion of the removal/disposal costs for the contaminated soil.





Based on treatability studies conducted in early 2002, the Flood Control District and Army Corps of Engineers determined that on-site treatment of petroleum hydrocarbon-contaminated soil for reuse would not be feasible.  Instead, all petroleum-contaminated soil that is not suitable for reuse will be disposed of at a permitted landfill.   At least two vendors have approached the District and Corps with technologies claimed to provide the required cleanup.  To date, no technology has yet been identified that is capable of cost-effective remediation on-site.





Concurrent with the flood protection project, approximately 344,000 cubic yards of soil will be placed at a site located east of the Napa River, between the Napa Valley Wine Train tracks and Soscol Avenue, known as the Gasser site.  The Gasser site comprises 55 acres and includes 9.5 acres of wetlands.  The proposed soil disposal will impact slightly less than two acres of wetlands.  Neither the Corps nor the District is proposing additional mitigation for wetland impacts at the Gasser property because the existing seasonal and emergent wetland mitigation package for the overall project, which is 12.5 acres less than what was initially estimated and mitigated for in the Board’s 1999 Waste Discharge Requirements, includes the proposed impacts at the Gasser property.





The District has made substantial progress on cleanup over the last five months.  Demolition of existing structures and infrastructure in this area took place during June and July 2002.  In July 2002, the Napa County Flood Control and Water Conservation District and Corps of Engineers determined that the Consolidated Remedial Action would be completed in two phases, in 2002 and 2003.  Phase 1 remedial action and terracing began in August 2002, and will extend from Tulocay Creek north to Oil Company Road by November 2002.  Phase 2 will occur from June to October 2003, and involve remedial action and terracing from Oil Company Road north to 6th and River Streets.  Excavation activities began in late September.  Attached are thirty photographs by Mary Rose Cassa and Alec Naugle that illustrate phases of the remedial actions taken through October of this year.





Oversight of the cleanup and restoration activities for this complex project is being accomplished by a team of Board staff representing four divisions: Leslie Ferguson, Mary Rose Cassa, Alec Naugle, Rich Hiett, Andree Breaux, Lynn Suer, and student intern, Andrea Gonzalez.  





Additional information about the Flood Protection Project is available at the District’s website:


http://www.napaflooddistrict.org/
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California Regional Water Quality Control Board


San Francisco Bay Regional Water Quality Control Board
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Internet Address:  http://www.swrcb.ca.gov


1515 Clay Street, Suite 1400, Oakland, California  94612


Phone (510) 622-2300 ( FAX (510) 622-2460
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