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MEETING DATE:  September 18, 2002
ITEM:

5.H

SUBJECT:
Resolution in Support of California Department of Health Services for Funding from the State Water Pollution Cleanup and Abatement Account – Adoption of Resolution

CHRONOLOGY:
The Regional Board has not previously considered this item

DISCUSSION:
In 1994, the San Francisco Bay Regional Water Quality Control Board, in cooperation with other state agencies, conducted a pilot study to measure the levels of chemical contaminants in fish in San Francisco Bay. The Board found that chemicals in bay fish exceeded levels of potential concern and showed a need for further study. The chemicals or chemical groups of potential concern were polychlorinated biphenyls (PCBs), mercury, DDT (1,1,1-trichloro-2,2-bis(p-chlorophenyl)ethane), dieldrin, chlordane, and dioxins/furans.

The Office of Environmental Health Hazard Assessment (OEHHA), which is the state agency that issues sport fish consumption advisories, did a preliminary evaluation of the study data and confirmed the potential health hazard. OEHHA then issued an interim sport fish advisory. The advisory gives guidelines for safe consumption levels of sport fish. Following these guidelines would protect against adverse health effects from these chemicals.

California Department of Health Services (CDHS) recently completed a survey of people who fish in the Bay and found poor awareness and understanding of the advisory. The study also found that certain ethnic groups may be more highly exposed to chemicals from eating Bay fish. The CDHS conducted a relatively small Fish Outreach and Education Project to make the important connection between water quality issues, public health protection and environmental justice as it relates to the Fish Advisory. The CDHS has no funding to continue this important project to protect public health by assuring understanding and implementation of the Fish Advisory.

CDHS has expressed interest in applying for funding from the State Water Pollution Cleanup and Abatement Account (CAA) to continue to conduct a project to reduce human exposure to chemical contaminants in San Francisco Bay fish.  Project objectives are: (1) to promote awareness and understanding among anglers and their household members of the health risks associated with the consumption of Bay fish; and (2) to effect changes in fishing habits and fish preparation and consumption practices to reduce exposure to chemical contaminants.


Based upon CDHS’ initial work, Regional Board staff conclude that such a project would have substantial benefits to assure greater public health protection through a better understanding by minority communities of the fish advisory. CDHS has also demonstrated expertise is addressing the community specific shortcomings with knowledge about the Fish Advisory and developing ongoing working relationships with the affected communities. CDHS will soon submit a workplan to the State Board for CAA funding and has asked us for support of the project.


The Tentative Resolution (Appendix A) supports CDHS’ project proposal. The State Board, which allocates CAA funds, expects a Regional Board resolution of support for proposed projects within that region.


We have received no comments to date on the Tentative Resolution and we expect this matter to remain uncontested.

RECOMMEN-

DATION:

Adopt the Tentative Resolution (Appendix A)

File No. 2190.00  (SIM)

Appendices:
A.  Tentative Resolution

