CALIFORNIA REGIONAL WATER QUALITY CONTROL BOARD

SAN FRANCISCO BAY REGION

RESOLUTION NO.  R2-2002-0094

RESOLUTION IN SUPPORT OF

SANTA CLARA VALLEY WATER DISTRICT REQUEST FOR

FUNDING FROM THE STATE WATER POLLUTION CLEANUP AND ABATEMENT ACCOUNT FOR

CLEANUP AND ABATEMENT OF MERCURY IN GUADALUPE RIVER WATERSHED PROJECT
Whereas, The New Almaden Mining District, located in Southern Santa Clara County, is the largest mercury mine in California.  From the late 1800’s to 1975 mercury from this region was used to process gold during the gold rush, produce military ignition devices, and used for industrial applications;

Whereas, on-going and historical mercury discharges from the New Almaden Mining District pose a serious threat to beneficial uses of the Guadalupe River Watershed and San Francisco Bay;

Whereas, the Guadalupe River and its tributaries are on the 303(d) impaired water bodies list and the Regional Board is required to develop a plan (TMDL project) for attaining water quality mercury standards in these waters;

Whereas, the Regional Board does not have sufficient funds to develop and implement the TMDL project;

Whereas, Santa Clara Valley Water District (SCVWD) applied for funding from the State Water Pollution Cleanup and Abatement Account (CAA) to Cleanup and Abate the effects of Mercury in the Guadalupe River Watershed as described in their August 2002, proposal; 

Whereas, Section 13442 of the California Water Code states that upon application by a public agency with authority to clean up waste or abate the effects thereof, the State Board  may order monies to be paid from the CAA to the agency to assist it in cleaning up the waste or abating its effect on waters of the State;

Whereas, SCVWD is committed to continued stakeholder involvement through the Santa Clara Basin Watershed Management Initiative (SCBWMI), the stakeholders in this TMDL-related project;

Whereas,  the SCBWMI is in support of this project;
THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED,  that the California Regional Water Quality Control Board, San Francisco Bay Region, hereby supports Santa Clara Valley Water District’s application requesting up to $3,000,000 from the State Water Pollution Cleanup and Abatement Account to Cleanup and Abate Mercury discharges in the Guadalupe River Watershed.

I, Loretta K. Barsamian, Executive Officer, do hereby certify the foregoing is a full, true, and correct copy of a Resolution adopted by the California Regional Water Quality Control Board, San Francisco Bay Region, on September 18, 2002.

                                                                                           ---------------------------------------

                                                                                                      Loretta K. Barsamian 

                                                                                                          Executive Officer

