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MEETING DATE:  September 18, 2002
ITEM:

5.J

SUBJECT:
Resolution in Support of Marin County’s Request for Funding from the State Water Pollution Cleanup and Abatement Account – Adoption of Resolution

CHRONOLOGY:
The Regional Board has not previously considered this item

DISCUSSION:
Marin County contains over 200 miles of coastal shoreline and serves as a recreational area for an estimated 5 million visitors from the greater Bay Area. Many of the coastal streams and coastal areas in Marin County are impaired by pathogens. The monitoring information available to date shows that existing swimming areas are not meeting the water quality standard for recreation. The Regional Board has specifically identified Tomales Bay and its watershed on the State’s 303(d) list as impaired due to pathogens, and the California Department of Health Services has classified shellfishing operations in Tomales Bay as ‘threatened’ due to pollution. 

One source of the pathogens is onsite sewage disposal (septic systems) located along the shoreline of Tomales Bay. Since public sewers are not available in the Tomales Bay watershed, all sewage is currently treated and disposed on the site. Many of the buildings were constructed decades ago for part-time occupation and have septic systems which do not conform to today’s design standards.

A recent pilot inspection program of individual septic systems along the East Shore of Tomales Bay showed that 40% of the systems were either failing outright or operating only marginally. In April 2002, Marin County funded $50,000 to the East Shore Planning Group to study the feasibility of cluster systems to treat the wastewater from the homes and businesses on the East Shore. This feasibility study is the basis for developing a long-term solution for the area. However, there are a number of hurdles that must be cleared, and an interim solution is needed.

Marin County and Marin County Environmental Health Services has expressed interest in applying for funding from the State Water Pollution Cleanup and Abatement Account (CAA) to operate a ‘lending library’ to temporarily address failing septic systems and to develop a program for water quality monitoring of beaches and provide source assessment/remediation for pathogens.


Funding from the CAA would enable Marin County Environmental Health Services to provide information regarding pathogen levels in Tomales Bay and will assist in TMDL development; reduce a source of pathogens by repairing or replacing failing septic systems, thereby improving the water quality of Tomales Bay; provide baseline data on the water quality of Marin’s recreational swimming areas; and provide source identification and remediation of activities that are causing the exceedances of the water quality standard. Marin County has submitted proposals to the State Board for CAA funding and has asked us for support of the project.


The Tentative Resolution (Appendix A) supports Marin County’s Environmental Health Services proposal for these two projects. The State Board, which allocates CAA funds, expects a Regional Board resolution of support for proposed projects within that region.


We have received no comments to date on the Tentative Resolution and we expect this matter to remain uncontested.

RECOMMEN-

DATION:

Adopt the Tentative Resolution (Appendix A)
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