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ALPINE ROAD WINERY, LLC, LA HONDA, SAN MATEO – Hearing to Consider Imposition of Administrative Civil Liability or Referral to the Attorney General for Discharge of Waste to Waters of the State 






DISCUSSION:


The Alpine Road Winery operates a vineyard near La Honda in San Mateo County. During the fall and winter of 2001/2002, the Winery's employees and agents acted intentionally and negligently to fill a portion of Tarwater Creek in violation of this Board's Basin Plan.  Basin Plan Discharge prohibition violations are subject to administrative civil liability penalty under the Water Code.
Based upon considerations described within the attached Complaint, the Executive Officer proposes that civil liability be imposed on the Discharger in the amount of $18,000.  This includes $12,000 as an assessment for the violation and economic benefit, and $6,000 for staff costs. The Winery has agreed to pay the liability and has requested that $10,000 of the assessed amount be applied towards a proposed Supplemental Environmental Project (SEP). 
The proposed SEP would initiate replacement of the Sequoia Flat Crossing over Pescadero Creek. 
This crossing is the last major obstruction to steelhead migration within this creek, and has been identified by San Mateo County and the Department of Fish and Game as an "essential priority" project to restore habitat. This project is in the same watershed in which the violation occurred. Additionally, the Winery is required to mitigate for the destruction of 0.33 acres of wetlands, as part of its water quality certification, and has proposed that an additional $40,000 be directed toward the same project. Currently, Board staff and the Winery are working together to develop project tasks and deliverable dates.  We will expect to provide these final details in a future EO report to the Board.  
RECOMMEND-  
No Board action needed.
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File Number: 

2176.00 (RH)
Appendices:

A – Amended Complaint Order






Appendix A
Appendix B
