Dear Regional Board,

I am a home owner in the Vallemar District in Pacifica, located a quarter mile

due east of the Calera Creek Water Recycling Plant (CCWRP). I live there with my

husband, 3 children ages 6, 3, and 2, and our dog. We currently smell the

discharge from the CCWRP at our house almost every day. The smell is

particularly bad on warm days. In Pacifica warm days are rare so residents there

like to get outside for some fresh air. Unfortunately, the current smell from

the CCWRP makes going outside unpleasant and has a great impact on the mental

well being and possibly the health of my young children. 

I recently read the public notice in the Pacifica Tribune which stated that the

CCWRP is applying to amend its discharge permit in order to discharge more than

9 times not just 9% but 9 times the coliform that is currently being discharged.

My concern is that the additional levels of coliform will cause additional foul

odor.

I have called the CCWRP multiple times to complain about the smell. Each time,

CCWRP staff  assured me that they were working to get the smell under control

and that it would take time to adjust the equipment to get the ‘Plant’ working

correctly. I am concerned not only for the discomfort of smelling much more than

we now smell but also for the health of my young children and the value of my

property due to the smell resulting from the additional coliform discharge

levels.  

Since the SF Basin Plan is a general plan we need to use our best judgment and

take into account the close proximity of the CCWRP to residential areas.

Additional odor resulting from foul water is not in conceptual principle with

the Federal Clean Water Act nor the California Water Quality Control Act. Those

Acts were put in place to protect the people and animals of the United States of

America. An approved amendment and increased coliform level will have a great

impact on the mental well being of the residents of the districts surrounding

the CCWRP and potential health effects if additional smell results. 

In addition the restored wetlands which serve as a intermittent drainage for the

CCWRP to the Pacific Ocean has attracted many bird species, frogs, snakes and

other animal life over the past few years of its existence. The wetlands is a

very short distance to the Ocean and I find it hard to believe an increase of

more than 9 times its current discharge of coliform will not effect these

animals.

I strongly object to this amendment being approved and urge you to please not

approve it until the current smell is under control and a direct independent

study of the area is completed proving that even the current amount of coliform

is not a contributor to the foul odor affecting the residents surrounding the

CCWRP and that future coliform levels will not effect the wetland animals. I

invite anyone in favor of approving this amendment to come to my home and smell

the foul odor from the CCWRP. I believe their position will quickly change. 

I will attend the hearing on Sept 18th. I look forward to discussing this

further. Again I urge you to NOT approve this amendment until further study has

been done to determine the cause of the foul odor and the potential effects on

the wildlife.

Thank you,

Edie Hovermale

175 Winona Ave.

Pacifica, CA 94044

Cell (650)245-8996

Email: threedie@yahoo.com
