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CALERA CREEK WATER RECYCLING PLANT

(650) 738-4660

Date September 5, 2002
James Nusrala

Regional Water Quality Control Board

1515 Clay Street, Suite 1400

Oakland, CA  94612


Re:
City of Pacifica, W.W.T.P.



Tentative Order Comments


Ref:
NPDES #CA0038776

Attention:  James Nusrala

On behalf of the City of Pacifica, I want to thank the Regional Board and staff for the hard work and time it took to put this tentative order together. I believe the Regional Board’s staff has an excellent understanding of this issue and we are in total agreement. I would like to reinforce some of the key issues the Tentative Order has made. 

Our disinfection study has clearly shown that our ultraviolet light system has been effective in disinfecting the Plant’s effluent. Unlike chlorine, ultraviolet light does not emit a residue, which makes it extremely difficult to control the occasional regrowth of low levels of non-fecal coliform.  The POTW’s responsibility is to eliminate sewage-related coliform, and the study demonstrates that the Calera Creek plant consistently produces full disinfection based, on either a fecal coliform or enterococcus indicator.  The City understands that a number of other Bay Area POTW permits include either enterococcus or fecal coliform as the disinfection indicator.  The City feels that our circumstances provide unique justification for including a more specific indicator such as a fecal coliform in the Calera Creek permit.

The City commends your staff for making the effort to bring forward a modification to the permit at this time, as it is increasingly important for public agencies to consistently demonstrate full compliance through use of proper compliance indicators in this era of Mandatory Minimum Penalties.  

The City of Pacifica staff will be present at the September 18, 2002 meeting, and will be available to make a presentation or answer questions as may be appropriate.  We would also like to invite the Regional Board Members to a tour of the Calera Creek Treatment Plant, as the City believes this is a treatment system of which we can all be proud.

Sincerely

Dave Gromm

Plant Manager
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