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CHRONOLOGY:


DISCUSSION:
Dairies and Confined Animal Facilities pose a significant threat to water quality and beneficial uses.  Dairies can contribute excessive levels of pathogens, nutrients and sediment to creeks and surrounding waterways. Essentially all of the 56 dairies in our Region are located adjacent to streams that drain to Tomales Bay, Petaluma River, and Sonoma Creek watersheds.   These three watersheds are listed as impaired on the 303(d) list such that TMDLs are being prepared for pathogens and sediment.  

Last July Regional Board staff selected our dairy program through the State Board 5% General Fund re-direct to perform a one year Pilot Project.  This was theoretically a model for how other programs could be handled and gave us the opportunity to more fully develop a comprehensive compliance strategy.  Overall our Region’s Dairy Program has made excellent progress on dairy wastewater issues and within one year the regulatory compliance rate has improved from 34% to 85%.

Pursuant to Senate Bill 390, on January of this year all of our waivers of Waste Discharge Requirements (WDRs) expired, requiring Regional Boards to evaluate compliance and re-issue permits as appropriate.  Next month, Board staff intend to bring two Confined Animal Facilities regulatory permits before the Board for consideration of adoption.  The first permit will be revised General waiver of WDRs for those facilities found in compliance.  The second permit will be Group WDRs for those facilities needing a compliance schedule.  
RECOMMEN-

DATION:

No Action Required
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Appendices:

A:
Dairy Ranking Criteria
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