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New South Bay Groundwater Report 

(Alec Naugle)
In early May, Regional Board staff released a report titled “A Comprehensive Groundwater Protection Evaluation for the South San Francisco Bay Basins”.  The report is the first comprehensive overview of existing groundwater protection programs in the South Bay, an area where 350 public wells supply groundwater to nearly two million people and provide up to half the drinking water supply.  The report evaluates 1) major threats to groundwater quality, 2) existing groundwater protection programs, and 3) new statewide initiatives for protection and data sharing.  The report also focuses on several topics that are typically not addressed by existing programs.  These include:

· Identifying and sealing vertical conduits;

· Leaking sewer lines;

· Dry cleaner remediation;

· Coordination with Dept. of Health Services;

· Surface water and groundwater interaction;

· Emphasis on groundwater protection in city and county general plans; and

· Information management.

Regional Board staff are working with the State Board and local agencies to follow-up on several of the report’s recommendations.  Notable efforts include the Santa Clara Valley Water District’s dry cleaner pilot study, designed to help prioritize threats to groundwater quality from historic drycleaner releases.  Other efforts include an expanded electronic reporting program for solvent plumes in groundwater, and a proposal to establish a pilot project for identifying and sealing abandoned deep wells and other potential vertical conduits that threaten groundwater quality.

This is the third groundwater basin evaluation conducted by Regional Board staff.  The first two evaluations involved San Francisco / northern San Mateo Counties and the East Bay from Hayward to Richmond.  All three reports are now available on the S.F. Regional Board Web site at http://www.swrcb.ca.gov/rwqcb2/ under “available documents”.

U.S. EPA Brownfields Grant to California (Stephen Hill)

In March, U.S. EPA notified California that it will receive a $1.5 million grant in FY 2003-04 for the new Brownfields State Response Program.  Brownfields are properties where real or perceived contamination has slowed or prevented their redevelopment.  Since March, we have been working closely with staff at Cal/EPA, DTSC, the State Board, and several other Regional Boards to develop workplans for spending the grant funds.  Those workplans were submitted to U.S. EPA in late April.

For the first time, a portion of the grants would be used by the State Board and Regional Boards.  In past years, DTSC has received federal brownfields grants to foster brownfields cleanup and redevelopment.  This year’s workplan package includes three projects that involve our agency:  a State Board brownfields coordinator, improved brownfields data management (with a likely role for the State Board’s Geotracker system), and up to 12 initial site investigations (for “orphan” sites where responsible parties have not yet been identified).  While our agency is already involved with brownfields issues, most activities are centered in the more urban regions, particularly our region and the Los Angeles region.   If funded, these projects will improve the State Board’s ability to foster brownfields cleanup and redevelopment throughout the state and will jump start the cleanup process at selected “orphan” sites.

Funding for these brownfields grants comes from recent federal legislation, the “Small Business Liability Relief and Brownfields Revitalization Act of 2002”.  

San Jose and Milpitas’ Stormwater Appeals Dismissed (Bruce Wolfe)

The State Board, on April 23, dismissed petitions filed by the Cities of San Jose and Milpitas against the amended Santa Clara Valley municipal stormwater permit, adopted by the Regional Board in October 2001.  That amendment updated the new and redevelopment performance standards of the Santa Clara Valley stormwater program.  The Cities contended that the Regional Board imposed water quality objectives that did not comply with the federal Clean Water Act and California Water Code, failed to justify the findings and requirements in the amendment, and failed to grant the Cities a fair hearing.  In its dismissal, the State Board concluded that the petitions failed to raise substantial issues appropriate for State Board review.

Nonetheless, Board staff has been working with the Cities to ensure that issues raised in the petitions are addressed.   As part of this, staff is working with all municipalities in the Santa Clara Valley stormwater program to make implementation of the updated new and redevelopment performance standard consistent with the updated standard adopted by the Board for the Alameda, Contra Costa, and San Mateo countywide stormwater programs in February 2003.

RMP Annual Meeting (Wil Bruhns)

On May 13 the Regional Monitoring Program held its annual meeting in Berkeley. This Program is a joint effort of the Regional Board, Bay Area Dischargers, and the San Francisco Estuary Institute. This year’s meeting was special since this is the tenth anniversary of the Program. Discussions included past activities and how the Program should be improved in the future. There was also a review of monitoring data over the last ten years. A copy of the Program’s annual report, “Pulse of the Estuary” is included in your agenda package.

Pretreatment Awards (Sue Ma)

In April, U.S. EPA Region 9 nominated the City of Sunnyvale, City of San Leandro and Vallejo Sanitation and Flood Control District for the 2003 Clean Water Act Recognition Awards in the Pretreatment Category.  Board Source Control Program staff recommended these pretreatment programs for nomination because they are exemplary and innovative programs, committed to the ultimate goal of protecting and improving the quality of the Nation’s waters.  Since the inception of the National Pretreatment Awards in 1989, the pretreatment programs in our Region have been highly successful in garnering their share of awards.  From 1989 through 2002, of the 100 National Pretreatment Awards given by EPA, programs in our Region have won 10, or one out of every 10 awards.  Considering that there are over 1600 pretreatment programs nationwide, this is a clear indication that this Region’s local pretreatment programs have set high standards and continue to lead the nation. 

Former Leona Heights Sulfur Mine

(Thomas Butler)

Over the past several years Regional Board Staff have been working with present and past property owners of the Leona Heights Sulfur Mine, a former pyrite mine located on the western flank of the Oakland Hills.   At last, a remedial action is moving forward for a long awaited site cleanup of exposed and eroding waste rock piles that are polluting a local stream.  In a recent meeting, all interested parties decided to put aside minor differences that to date have held up corrective action at the site.  Tentative agreements were made and interested parties agreed to begin conducting geotechnical studies in order to finalize a detailed corrective action plan for cleanup to be initiated later this summer.  Pursuant to an amended Cleanup and Abatement Order I issued in April, corrective action of the site will include the regrading and encapsulation of waste rock piles contaminated with heavy metals such as copper, zinc, and arsenic under a low permeability, vegetated cap.  Surface water controls will be installed to re-direct clean water away from the waste rock, preventing additional leaching of metals to the nearby receiving waters of Lion Creek.  Board staff are optimistic that cleanup will continue in a good faith effort to reach closure of this site late in fall.

In-house Training

We had a late April training on groundwater and surface water interactions.  Our next training will be in early June and will consist of a field trip to the recently transferred salt ponds in Newark.  Recent brown-bag topics included an April 22 session on controlling vapor intrusion into buildings, an April 23 session on the Klamath Resource Information System, a May 7 session on the San Francisco Estuary Program, and a May 14 session on in-situ remediation of chlorinated solvents with iron-injection technology (rescheduled from April).
Staff Presentations
Myriam Zech presented the Alameda Countywide Municipal Stormwater Permit to the non-profit group Friends of Five Creeks in Albany on April 7.

FOFC is a non-profit group whose goals are to protect and restore creeks and riparian areas of North Berkeley, Albany, Kensington, El Cerrito and parts of Richmond, mainly Codornices, Village, Marin, Middle and Cerrito Creeks.  The presentation focused on the areas of the permit that were modified as a result of its recent reissuance.  The audience was interested in the implications of the “New Development and Redevelopment Performance” provision for developers and other businesses in their watersheds.

Roger Brewer and John Jang each made presentations at an April 8-10 dry cleaner remediation conference in San Francisco.  Roger Brewer spoke about potential vapor intrusion from groundwater solvent plumes into buildings.  John Jang presented a case study of the 7 to 7 Cleaners site in Novato.  The conference was sponsored by the State Coalition for the Remediation of Drycleaners, a consortium of 12 states with cleanup funds for dry cleaners.

On Friday, April 11, Keith Lichten gave a presentation on the statewide status of new and re-development stormwater controls at the annual statewide conference of CELSOC, the Consulting Engineers and Land Surveyors of California, in Rohnert Park.  On Tuesday, April 22, he spoke on the same topic at the morning meeting of the Danville Area Chamber of Commerce.

On Thursday, April 24, Bruce Wolfe and Keith Lichten spoke on the recently approved new and re-development stormwater amendments to Bay Area stormwater permits, at the American Public Works Association Northern California Chapter's "Stormwater Workshop," in Berkeley.

On April 29, Keith Lichten and Myriam Zech participated in an outreach workshop for Utility companies.  The workshop was organized by the Alameda Countywide Clean Water Program to educate agencies outside the ACCWP on implementation of performance standards in order to achieve uniform compliance of stormwater performance standards in Alameda County.  Regional Board staff presented a regulatory perspective on NPDES permits, an overview of the Alameda municipal permit, and a summary of general NPDES permits that might affect utilities and other agencies outside ACCWP.

Roger Brewer was the keynote speaker at a May 1 "Toxic Torts" seminar for attorneys in Los Angeles.  His presentation was entitled "Identifying Toxic Sites" and was essentially a summary of our efforts to expedite the site cleanup process through the use of environmental screening levels.  Other topics at the seminar included "Brownfields Update: Schools and Housing Built on Sites With Toxic Tort Issues," "The Scientific Basis of Toxic Claims," and "Government Sponsored Scientific Studies: Fact or Fiction?"  Staff from DTSC also participated.  The seminar was sponsored by Bridgeport Continuing Education. 

Andree Breaux gave a talk to an Environmental Studies class at University of San Francisco on May 1 entitled Regulating Coastal Wetland Restoration in the San Francisco Bay Region.

On May 14, and 15, during workshops in Oakland, Board staff introduced the revised California Stormwater BMP Handbooks for municipalities, new development, and industrial and construction activities.  Hossain Kazemi, Janet O'Hara, and Keith Lichten spoke.  The workshops were well-attended by more than 150 municipal staff, consultants, and developers.

On Thursday evening, May 8, 2003, Adriana Constantinescu gave a presentation to the members of the Moffett Federal Airfield Restoration Advisory Board. Her presentation focused upon Board staff's work, in conjunction with the Navy team, in establishing Water Quality Protection Standards for a former landfill, known as Site 22 and finalizing a Record of Decisions for the Eastern Diked Marsh portion of Site 25.  In addition to the above, Ms. Constantinescu responded to questions from the public pertaining to the recent concerns on the impact to air quality from the underlying TCE groundwater plume beneath the residential areas of the airfield and the role of the Board in addressing this problem. 

On April 24. Board member Waldeck gave a very well-received talk at the ABAG General Assembly on stormwater permits and impacts on local government.
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