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August 19, 2014 

 

State of California 

Water Resources Control Board 

Sacramento, California 

 

REF: Supplement Comments to Draft Amendment to the Water Quality Control Plan for Ocean 

Waters of California  

 

Ladies and Gentlemen: 

This letter supplements a letter previously submitted by our company for suggested revision to 

the Draft Amendment to the Water Quality Control Plan. 

 

On the 2
nd

 page of our company’s letter dated August 15
th

, 2014 our company ADDS the 

following comments and suggested revisions to the proposed Amendment: 

 

6.  Additional CARB Offset Credit Project 1. Pursuant to the California Global Warming 

Solutions Act (AB32) currently there are only 4 specific types of projects permitted to 

earn offset credits (a) Ozone Depleting Substances Projects (b) Livestock Projects (c) 

Urban Forest Projects and (d) US Forest Projects. It is suggested that low energy 

desalination projects become eligible to earn offset credits. The computation for such 

offset credits should be computed based on the difference in CO2 emissions produced by 

the power requirements for CONVENTIONAL desalination and any byproducts such as 

salt, chloralkali chemicals and/or minerals rendered to saleable products COMPARED to 

the savings in power requirements and resulting CO2 emissions to produce such 

desalinated water, chemicals and minerals using novel methods. 

 

7. Additional CARB Offset Credit Project 2. Again pursuant to the California Global 

Warming Solutions Act (AB32) currently there are only 4 specific types of projects 

permitted to earn offset credits (a) Ozone Depleting Substances Projects (b) Livestock 

Projects (c) Urban Forest Projects and (d) US Forest Projects. It is suggested that 

chemical projects produced from desalination that are used to sequester CO2 or destroy  

become eligible to earn double offset credits. As described earlier, caustic (NaOH – 

 
 



sodium hydroxide) is a chemical that can be produced from brine concentrate.  A 

derivative chemical that is produced with caustic is sodium carbonate.  Sodium carbonate 

can be produced by combining caustic with CO2.  If such CO2 were harvested from 

emission stacks then a major chemical would be produced from brine concentrate that 

would also be used to sequester CO2.  There are other combinations of brine concentrate 

sourced chemicals could be used to produce useful, saleable products that sequester CO2 

e.g. CaCO3, MgCO3, etc. CaCO3 is often used in fresh water plants. 

 

Supplementing the current CARB CAP & TRADE legislation to add the above 2 projects into 

the allowable offset credit projects would provide some of the necessary financial investment 

incentives to redesign, retool and equip chemical processes to achieve more sustainable methods 

for desalination. Specifically the above incentives would offer the CAP & TRADE economic 

incentives to help solve the water shortage problem in California through brine concentrate 

recycling and thereby reduce the cost of sustainable desalinated water. 

 

Thank you for your consideration of these revisions, 

 

 

Joe Veytia 

Senior Vice President 

SALT OF THE EARTH ENERGY LLC 
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San Antonio, Texas 78257 

(713) 614-0640 

 


