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STATE OF CALIFORNIA 
STATE WATER RIGHTS BOARD 

In the Matter of Application 12343 of{ 

Harold F, Smfth and JessSe F, Smfth > 
> 

DECISION DENYING APPLICATIONS 

Applfcatfons 12343, 12433, and 12632 to appropriate water 

havfng been ffled; protests havfng been recefved; a public hearfng 

having been held on May 2T9 1959, before the State Water RSghts 

Board fn Los Angeles, Calffornfa, Ralph J. McGfll, Members presfdfng; 

the applfcants and protestants having been duly notified of said 

hearfngs; al.1 evfdenee at said hearfngs havfng been duly considered, 

the Board ffnds as follows: 

1, Applfcatfon 12343 of Harold F, Smith and Jessfe F, 

Smfth is for a permft to appropriate 200 gallons per day from about 

May 1 to about December 31 of each year for domestic purposes from 



Stetson Creek9 fn San Bernardino County, The poBnt of diversfon 

is located withfn the SW$ of NEgB Sect'ion 19, TEN, RPE SBB%M, 

2, ApplfcatSon 12433 of Ray Mftchell fs for a permft 

to appropriate 100 gallons per day from about May 1 to about 

October 31 of each year for domestfc purposes from South Fork Santa 

Ana River in San Bernardfno County, The pofnt of dfversion fs 

located withfn the SW+ of SE$ of Sect-ion 13, TlN, RPE, SBB&M, 

30 Applfcatfon 12632 of Paul E, and Ethel K, Lfpscomb 

is for a permit to approprfate 200 gallons per day from Santa Ana 

River9 year-round9 for domestfe purposes from Santa Ana Rfver fn 

San Bernardino County, The pofnt of d'iversfon fs located wfthfn 

the SW+ of SW+ of Seetfon 9, TlN, RlE, SBB%M, 

b0 The pofnt of dfversion named fn Application X234.3 

is located on Stetson Creek approxfmately one-half mfle upstream 

from its confluence with Forsee Creek, which eontfnues from thfs 

point approxfmately one mfle to jofn the Santa Ana River, 

so The pofnt of divers-lon named in Application 12433 

4s located on the South Fork Santa Ana River approxfmately one-half 

mfle upstream from its confluence wfth the maan stem of the Santa 

Ana RIvera 

6, The pofnt of dfversfon named in Applfcatfon 12632 IS 

located on the mafn stem of the Santa Ana RYver approxfmately 

4 mfles downstream from Its confluence wf,th the South Fork Santa 

Ana River, 



70 Protestant Bear Valley Mutual Water Company diverts 

from the Santa Ana River at a pofnt approximately 10 mfles below 

the Forsee Creek confluence under clafmed pre-1914 rights through 

three canals, of a total eapacfty of 120 cfs, to irrigate approxi- 

mately 10,000 acres of predominantly citrus crops, During most 

years practfcally all of the flow of the river i's diverted Into 

these canals, the dfversfon season extending throughout most of the 

year e The company supplements 

River by releases from storage 

durfng a period averagIng from 

the summer flow of the Santa Ana 

from Its Bear Valley Dam on Bear Creek 

June 13 to November 16, 

80 
0 

Southern Calffornfa Edfson diverts 80 cubfc feet per 

I 

8 

second from the Santa Ana River for power purposes approximately 

2 mfles above USGS gagfng station "near Mentone" located between 

the appl'icants and protestant Bear Valley Water Company, returning 

the same at a pofnt below the gaging station dfreetly into the 

Water Companyas Intake, The Company uses the entire flow of the 

river whenever 'it falls below 40 cfs, as measured at the Mentone 

gaging station, and the mean monthly average flow has exceeded 

thBs amount only during the months of February, March, and April. 

The records of the gagfng statfon for the perfod 1935 through, 

1959 show that this condition has occurred in February six times 

and in the months of March and April seven times each, during the 

twenty-five year period, Water sur,plus to the needs of the Company 

1s almost completely utfl-fzed by users downstream, 
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PO, Ralph E, Sechrest, successor fn interest to protes- 

tant Fred A, Hfll, holds Lfeense 595 to approprfate 0,002 cubfe 

foot per second, year-round9 from Stetson Creek for the frrfgatfon 

of 10 acres of orchard and domestfc use, During dry years there fs 

fnsufficient water available to satfsfy thfs right, 

110 Unapproprfated water does not occur fn the sources 

named 9n Applfcatfons 12343, 1243a, and 12632 with sufficient 

frequency to merft grantfng permfts, 

120 The applicants are holders of use permits for cabfns 

wfthfn the San Bernardfno Natfonal Forest, The protestant Bear 

Valley Mutual Water Company and others have entered fnto an agreement 

wfth the U, S, Forest Servfce n provfdfng for water for the applecants 

and other permfttees, 

From the foregoBng findings, the Board concludes that _ 

ApplfcatSons 12343, 12433, and 

IT IS HEREBY ORDERED 

and 12632 be, and the same are, 

12632 should be denfed, _ 

that Applfcatfons 12343, 12433, 

dented, 

Adopted as the deefsfon and order of the State Water Rights 

Board at a meeting duly called and held at Sacramento, Calffornfa, 

on this day of 9 1962, 

’ Kent Sflverthorne, Chairman 

W, A, Alexander, Member 
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