
STATE OF .CAIIFORNIA 
STATE WATER ,RIGHTS BOARD 

In the Matter of Application 20369 

of John A, and Myra Marsh Van Pelt 0 , 
to Approprfate from an Unnamed Stream ,I I ,’ 

Decision D 1128 

(( Trfbutary to San Gorgonio River in ,WOPTED APR 4 1963 

DECISION APPROVING APPLICATION 

John A. and Myra Marsh Van Pelt having f,iled Applicataon ,, 
20369 for a permit to appropriate-unappropriated 'water; a protest 

having been received;,the applicanta and protestant having stipu- 

lated to proceedings in lieu of hearing as provided for by 

Title 23, California Administrative Code, Section 7378 an investi- 

gation having been made by the State Water Rights Board pursuant 

to said stipulation; the Board, havfng considered all available 

information and now being fully advised in the premises, finds . . ~ 
as followst 

-1. Application 20369 is for a permit to appropriate 

0.025 cubic foot per second (cfs) by direct diversion from 

June. 1 to October l,oF each year'for domestic and irrigation 

purposes from an unnamed stream tributary to San Gorgonio River 

in Riverside County. -The point of diversion is to be located 

within the SW$ of SW+ of Section 20, T3S, R3E, S&&M. 
._ 

2. The applicants now hold License 1638 c.overing the 
/ l same source, place of use, and purposes as set forth in Ap- 

piicatfon 20369. That license confirms a right to divert from 



l 
about October 1 to &out June 1 of each season, The purpose 

the application is to extend their diversion season to cover 

period from June 1 to October 1, They intend to construct a small 

diversion dam approximately one-quarter mile upstrea from their 

original point of diversion where more water is available in the 

unnamed stream, An order changing the point of diversion under 

of 

the 
: 

License 1638 to this same point was issued by the Board 

November 20, 1961, 

3. On July 16, 1962, the flow of the unnamed 

at the applicants! point of diversion was approximately 

on 

stream 

400 

gallons per day, Water occurs in the stream at this point year- 

round due to the presence of springs in the upper canyon. 

4, Protestant Coachella Valley County Water District 

holds a right, confirmed by the Whitewater River adjudication, 

to divert'8Q,OOO acre-feet per annum to underground storage from 

the Whitewater River, to which San Gorgonio River is tributary, 

It diverts to spreadfng grounds located approximately 4 miles 

below the junction of the unnamed stream and the San Gorgonio 

River> thereby replenishing the Coachella Valley ground water basin. 

The water is eventually extracted from the basin by users within 

the district. 

5. &ring the past several years there has not been 

sufficient flow in. the Whitewater River to satisfy the rights 

of the protestant, and the ground water plane in the westerly 

‘e 
)&%$on of Coachella V.alley has been progressively receding, 

However3 all fndfeatfons point to the conclusion that water oc- 

curring at the applfeants9 point. of diversion during the proposed 
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= ----.- = == :, 



l diversion season does not reach the protestant(s point of diversion 
,, ’ 

but is lost through evaporation and~transpiration. - 

6. There is unappropriated water available to supply 

the applicants, <and, subject to suitabik conditions, such water 

may be diverted and used in the manner proposed without causing 

substantial injury to any lawful tiser of water, 

7. The intended uses are beneficial. 

From the foregoing findings, the Board concludes that 

Application 20369 should be approved and that a permit should be 

issued to 

set forth 

the applicants subject to the limitations and conditions 

in the following Order. 

The records, documents, and other data relied upon in 

8 

determining ,the matter arei' Application 20369 and all relevant ._ 
information on file therewith, particularly'the report of the 

field investigation made July 1.6, 1962, files of Applications 1122, 

2922, and 4966; Judgment and Decree in the Whitewater River ad- 

judication (Superior Court, Riverside County, No. 18035); United 

States Geological Survey, Surface Water Supply of the United States, 

Part 10, The Great 

water> California, 

Basin; United States Geological Survey, White- 

quadrangle, 'i'&-ninute, 1955 edition. 

ORDER 

IT IS HEREBY ORDERED that Application 20369 be, and 

the same is, approved, and that a permit be issued to the ap- 

plicants subject to vested rights and to the following limitations 

e and conditionsr 
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_.___ _ .__ _ ..__ ,_ _ _. _ _.._.. _. .: i- ___,____ ~- 





Adopted as the decision and order of the State Water 

Rights Board at a meeting duly called and held at : ‘::. 
.-i;. 

California, on the day of 9 19%. 

Kent Silverthorne, Chairman 

., 
_‘, 

Ralph J. kIcGil1, Member 

Alexander, Member 


