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§ 9001. Legislative declaration of policy; purposes 

Currentness 

,(a) The Legislature hereby declares that resource conservation is of fundamental importance 
to the prosperity and welfare of the people of this state. The Legislature believes that the 
state must assume leadership in formulating and putting into effect a statewide program of 
soil and water conservation and related natural resource conservation and hereby declares 
that this division is enacted to accomplish the following purposes: 

(1) To provide the means by which the state may cooperate with the United States and with 
resource conservation districts organized pursuant to this division in securing the adoption in 
this state of conservation practices, including, but not limited to, farm, range, open space, 
urban development, wildlife, recreation, watershed, water quality, and woodland, best 
adapted to save the basic resources, soil, water, and air of the state from unreasonable and 

·economically preventable' waste and destruction. 

(2) To provide for the organization and operation of resource conservation distrlr;ts for the 
purposes of. soil and water conservation, the control of runoff, the prevention and control of 
soil erosion, and erosion stabilization, Including, but not limited to, these purposes in open 
areas, agricultural areas, urban development, wildlife areas, recreational developments, 
watershed management, the protection of water quality and water reclamation, the 
development of storage and distribution of water, and the treatment of each acre of land 
according to its needs. 

(b) The districts, in addition to any other authority provided by law, may do all of the 
•following: 

(1) Ensure consistency with the authorities and policies of the United States, this state, 
counties, cities, public districts, other resource conservation districts, persons, associations, 
and corporations. 

(2) With the consent of the owner, construct on privately or publicly owned lands any 
necessary works for the prevention and control of soil erosion and erosion stabilization . 

. (3) Facilitate coordinated resource management efforts for watershed restoration and 
enhancement. 

·(c) The districts shall not conserve water for power purposes or produce or distribute power 
for their own use or for the use of others. 

Credits 
(Added by Stats.1975, c. 513, § 2. Amended by Stats.1994, c. 719 (A.B.2030), § 2.) 
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Editors' Notes 

GENERAL NOTES 

2001 Main Volume 

West's Ann.Cal.Pub.Res.Code D. 9, Refs & Annos 
Curnmtness 

<Division 9 was added by Stats.1975, c. 513, § 2.> 

<Former Division 9, Soil Conservation; added by Stats.1953, c. 1210, § 2, 

consisting of§§ 9000 to 9807, was repealed by Stats. 1955, c. 1680, § 1 .> 

<Former Division 9, Soil Conservation, added by Stats.1951, c. 1646, § 2, 

consisting of§§ 9000 to 9807 was repealed by Stats.1953, c. 121 o, § 1 .>. 

<Former Division 9, Soil Conservation, added by Stats.1949, c. 1031, § 2, 

consisting of§§ 9000 to 9707, was repealed by Stats.1951, c. 1646, § 1 .> 

<Former Division 9, Soil Conservation, added by Stats.1940, 1st Ex.Sess., c. 21, p. 
45, § 1, consisting of§§ 9000 to 9492, was repealed by Slats. 1949, c. 1 031, § 1. > 

West's Ann. Cal. Pub. Res. Code D. 9, Refs & Annes, CA PUB RES D. 9, Refs & Annes 

Current with urgency legislation through Ch. 299 of 2014 Reg.Sess., Res. Ch. 1 of 2013-
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2ili l't:IH.IG llE::iOUilCI*l CODE 

DIVISION !>. SOUJ CONSERVATION 
:\"on:: llil·ision ll wns mi<INI hy Stnt11. 10·10 (1st J<:x. St>ss.), Ch. :!1. 

\'arious '"''·tions uf llh·isiun !I Wt'tl' nfft•ctt•tl by the following eb:!N\":"'1': 
/!1;.1 J!IJ,i 19J7 19i;, 

t'h. llli Ch. ·1:.!:: Ch. 4i2 Ch. 1(1;::;: 
!Mlo w:n fili H-;:i 
11:..'11 l!Si SO:.! 

1118 
l:JG:.! 
ll'it">.i 
155S 

Pi\"i,ion !I wns ro•(Wilh•tl nntl nthh'tl hy Ht:IIN. lV.Hl, Ch. lO..'U, :u1d ~;r 
~tuts. l!l:il, l'h. !fllfi. 

The text of Division 9 liS added by Stats. 1951, Ch. 1~9 is ut 
forth in this code. The USlllll history notes carried at the end of se-e· 
tions ;~re omitted. The Stntutol')' Record may be consulted to deter­
mine tho history of li!"'Y particulnr section. 

Xon:: Ht:tts. W:il, f'h. lf.llfl, nls11 <'ontnins tht• f•JIIowinl:' Jltol'isilln:-l: 
. · HI:!.'. ::. 'I'IH• llh·i~iun H nf t];,. l'uhlit~ Ht•smitN'>~ Code nddt'd by t:!:i~ 

Ill'!, insofar ns it i~ suh~tnutially lht• Nlllllt' liS the Hh·ision n of that "'': ... 
r•'l"'""''l hy tlli• nl'l, l<hnll h•· t'>llstru••tl 11,. 11 n·~tnti'IJWnt untl C\llltinu:lti,•:: 
uf th•• •·xbtin:.: l:tw uucl iwt ns 11 Ju•w ••nnt·tmt•nt. 

~1:c. ·1. .\11 (tt•r~ull~ whn, 111 till' tilllt' thi>' lll't J:llt>N iutn t-fl't"Ct, b-1:..! 
.nlfi•·•· untl••r til•· Pirisiun !I nf th•• l'uhlie H•·~n\lrt'•'li Code l'f'JW:tlt"\1 hy t!::~ 
IH'I,IIIIcl wl'""' ntlit•••• lltt• l'nlltinUt•cJ h,l' lht• llh·i:<innll of the l'ublie U~1Ul'l:'i'"5 
l.'uo.l•• ztd•J,.,J hy tid~ nc•t, Nlwlt t•untinm• tu hnltl tht•ir olfiet'>~ IICC\ll''lin: N t!:~ 
(Mm•·r ll'lltlt•• I lwr•~•f the• sa lilt' me thnu;:h thr Dil·isiun U of tbt' l'l:!,:;~ 
ll•·~oun·•·s (.'.,,],. rt'l"'al••cl J,y this 111.'1 lmtl nut lu•t•n t<'Jlt':llt'(l, 

· ~t:•·. :;, ;-..·,, lll'lion ••r pro,.~····lin~: rt'latlm: tn nr urh•inl:' out. C'! t:!:t> 
llh·bion !l nf th•! l'uhlic• Ho•M>Urc•••s Cnch• tt'Jit'llh•tl hy thi:~ Ill"! t'<.liDnl<'I:l"t.;: 
],•fotn• th•• • .. •fTt••·til·, tlalt• nf tJJis Ill'!, IIIII) 1111 rh:ht lll'l'tllf'IJ, JlllrSU:tllt hi th:t: 
•lil·j,iuu, b nff••t.;t..,J hy tht• pr••risions uf this m•t, hut nny !<It'll tb~r.-:tft.-r 
tnl;,.n iu ~lll'h :wtiu11 ur l'"'''''''tlin:.: t<hnll •~•nf••rm tn lht• )tn.n·i:,;hm~ uf t!::.:,; 
,.,,.],. ~~~ fnr n• l~'"~ihl••. 

Cli.\I'Tr:n 1. Gr·:~mn.\t. Prto\'tsro~s 

Article 1. Policy of Stntc 

); 1 ~ 1 • 1,., 11 ( 1 !JOOO. 'l'hc Le~islnturc hereby <lcc]nrcs that the conse!'-
\'lltion of the soil is of fmulnmt'ntnl importnncc to the prosp('rity 
unci wclfur·e of the l'l'OJIIe of this l:>tatc. Sc\'cre pressure bus been 
plact~cl upon tlw HtntH '~; soil re~ourc('S in order to supply tht­
hasic folld r·cquircllll'llls of u gt·tmtl.r expanded popu1ntiou, :.md 
tilt.! produl'tivit~· of u~r·i,~ultuml, r·nngt~ nml forest lnnds um~: 
IH! prcs•.!I'\'Ccl nrHI increast~tl if the present stnndnrd of li\'ing is 
to he maintnirwtl untlt!l'l'Vntinuiug population incrcnscs:Sped:tl 
effort must he mmle to speed up the }lrescnt }lt<ogrnm of soil.nnd 
wat•!r coiJsenntion in or·clcr· to JlroYidc for permanent produ~ 
ti\'e us1! nf nil rmnaiuingo resourt~es. 'l'o promote such effort, tht' 
Legislatut·n hclh~,.,,s that the Htntc must assume leadership in 
for·mulatin~ und puttiug into t!ITet~t n stntc-wide program of soil 
---·~-

:'\un-:: Fur )t·;:iMintil·c• td~rury c•f t~t•Ninnll, lit~· note nt bt•;::ilmin~ "f 
liil'i'i"ll !1. 
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PUBLIC HESOUHCgs CODE 

and water conservation and hereby declares that the provisions 
of this division of this code are enacted to accomplish. the 
following purposes : 

(a) 'l'o provide a means by which the State may cooperate 
with the United States and with soil conservation districts 
organized pursuant to this division in securing the adoption in 
this State of farm, range, and woodland practices best adapted 
to save the soil resources of the State from unreasonable and 
economically pi·eventable waste. 

(b) To provide for the organization and operation of soil 
conservation districts for the purposes of soil and water con­
servation, the control of runoff and the prevention and control 
of soil erosion, including, but not limited to, the improvement of 
farm irrigation, the development of storage and distribution of 
water, land drainage and land clearing. Such districts, in addi­
tion to their other powers, shall have legal authority: 

(1) To cooperate with the United States, this State, coun­
ties, public districts, other soil conservation districts, persons, 
associations, and corporations in matters relating to the control 
of runoff and to soil conservation through the prevention and 
control of soil erosion. 

(2) With the consent of the owner, to construct on pri­
vately or publicly owned lauds necessary works for the control 
of runoff and the prevention and control of soil erosion. 

277 

9001. It is hereby declared as a matter of legislative deter- t:xpendl-
• • · tures for m1nat10n: genml 

(a) 'rbat the construction and maintenance on privately r~l~l~cl 
or publicly owned land of worlts for the control of runoff and) re 

the prevention and control of soil.crosion caused by the action 
of water or wind or otherwise is in the general public interest 
and for the general public benefit. 

(b) That the expenditure of state, county, district or other . 
public funds for the construction or maintenance of such con­
trol or preventive works on privately or publicly owned land 
constitutes expenditure for the general puhlic benefit. 

Article 2. Definitions 

9010. As used in this division the following terms have Dc!lnttlons 

the meanings attributed to them in this article, unless the con-
text otherwise requires. 

9011. 11 Commission'' menus the State Soil Conservation "Com-
Commission. mission" 

9012. 11 District" means a soil eonservntion district. "!llstrkt" 

9013. "'Public district" means n district cstahlislJCd "l'uhlle 

under the law of this State, other than n ROil conservation dlstrlet" 

district. 
Non~: l•'or lt•gi~lntive history nf Kt•ctions, ll~'•l nntn nt b<'ginning of 

Pivislon 0. 



PUBLIC RESOURCES OODE 

ern.ment. With the approval of the lJepartment of Finance; the 
department may enter into agreements or contracts with the 
Federal Government or any of its agencies for performance of 
map production work in accordance with the general plan and 
program.. 

DIVISION 9. SOIL CONSERVATION 
NoTE: Division 9 was added by Stats. 1940 (1st Ex. Sess.), Oh. 21. 

Various sections of Division 9 were affected by the following chal!ters: 
1948 . 1945 1941 1949 

Oh. 66 Oh. 423 Oh. 472 Oh. 1032 
900 1031 517 1473 
929 1187 802 

1118 
1362 
1555 
11;158 

Division 9 was repealed and added by Stats. 1949, Oh. 1031, and by 
Stats. 1951, Oh. 1646. All of Division 9 except Section 0053 was repealed 
and added by Stats 191,13, Oh. 1210. ' 

The text of. Divisic;>l'l 9, as added by Stats. 1953, Ch. 1210, is set forth 
below. The usual history notes carried at the end of sections are omit· 
ted. The Statutory Record may be consulted to determine the history 
of any particular section. 

NOTE: Stats. 1953, Oh. 1210, also contains the following provisions: 
SEa. 3. The Division 9 of the Public ResourceS Code added by this 

act, insofar as it is substantially the same as the Division 9 of that code 
repealed by this act, shall be construed as a restatement a.nd continuation 
of the existirig law and not as a new enactment. . 

SEC. 4. All persons who, at the time this act goes into effect, hold 
office under the Division 9 of the Public Resources Code repealed by this 
act, and whose offices are eontinued by ·the Division 9 of the Public Re­
sources Code added by this act, shall continue to hold tbeir offices ac­
cordjng to the former tenure thereof the same as though the Division 9 
of the Public Resources Code repealed by this act had not been repealed . 

. SEC. 5. No action or proceeding relating to or arising out of the Divi­
sion 9 of the Public Resources Code repealed by this act commenced before 
the effective date of this act, and no right accrued, pursuant to that di­
vision, is affected by the provisions of this act, but any step thereafter 
taken in such action or proceeding shall conform to the provisions of this 
code so far as possible. · 

Chapter 1. General Provisions 
Article 1. Policy of State 

9000. The Legislature hereby declares that the conserva- state 
tion of the soil is of fundamental importance to the prosperity policy 

and welfare of the people of this State. Severe pressure has 
been placed upon the State's soil resources in order to supply 
the basic food requirements of a greatly,expanded population, 
and the productivity of agricultv.ral, range and forest lands 
must be preserved and increased if the present standard of 
living is to be maintained under continuing population in­
creases. Special effort mv.st be made to speed up the present . 
program of soil and water conservation in order to provide for 
permanent productive use of all remaining resources. To pro-

NoTE: For legislative history of sections, see note at beginning of Di-
vision 9. · 



52 

Detln!tlons 

Pl)llLIO RESOUROES OODE 

mote such effort, the Legislature believes that the State must 
assume leadership in formulating and putting into effect a 
state-wide program of soil and water conservation anq. hereby 
declares that the provisions of this division of this code are 
enacted to accomplish the following purposes: 

(a) To provide a means by which the State may cooperate 
with the Un"ited States and with soil conservation districts 
organized pursuant to this division in securing the adoption in 
this State of farm, range, and woodland practices best adapted 
to save the soil resources of the State from unreasonable and 
economically preventable waste. 

(b) To provide for the organization and operation of soil 
conservation districts for the purposes of soil and water con­
servation, the control of runoff and the prevention and control 
of soil erosion, including, but not limited to, the improvement 
of farm irrigation, the development of storage and distribu­
tion of water, land drainage and land clearing. Such districts, 
in addition to their other powers, shall have legal authority: 

(1) To cooperate with the United States, this State, coun­
ties, public districts, other soil conservation districts, persons, 
associations, and corporations in matters relating to the con­
trol of runoff and to soil conservation through the prevention 
and control of soil erosion. 

(2) .With the consent of the owner, to construct on pri­
vately or publicly owned lands necessary works for the control 
of runoff and the prevention and control of soil erosion. 

Such districts shall not have legal authority to conserve 
water for power purposes or to produce or distribute power 
for their own use or for the use of others. 

9001. It is hereby declared as a matter of legislative .deter­
mination: 

(a) That the construction and maintenance on privately or 
publicly owned land. of works for the control of runoff and the 
prevention and control of soil erosion caused by the action of 
water or wind or otherwise is in the general public interest 
and for the general public benefit. 

(b) That the expenditure of state, county, district or other 
public funds for the construction or maintenance of such con­
trol or preventive works on privately or publicly owned land 
constitutes expenditure for the general public benefit. 

Article 2. Definitions 

9010. As used in this division the following terms have the 
meanings attributed to the:q1 in this article, unless the context 
otherwise requires. 

9011. ''Commission'' means the State Soil Conservation 
Commission. 

9012. "District" means a soil conservation district. 
9013. ''Public district'' means a district established under 

the law of this State, other than a soil conservation distriet. 

NoTE: For legislative history of sections, see note at beginning of Di­
vision 9. 


