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The Samaon's firat Job was on Duck Slough and Burns' -

Cut-off levees of Roberts Island,®7 but the water “‘Fiﬁﬂwkﬁﬂ

that the equipment could not make headway unless a channel 30

The volume of material that had to be

by T feet was dug.
removed to keep the scow floating vastly ezcendld tlu amount

planned for the levu@ﬂ Nevertheless, the damnstnﬂw e *,,5;
Lk )

resulted in urgent requests from levee builders in the SIG&*

mento and Hoknltmne river districts for amsistance rron Ithc

new dredgez. One of the machines was trled at stntm‘ Island

enrlylin 1876} but 1ts boom waa so shert that to dunp f1ll
where it was wanted required excavation into tha mtuﬂ;
benks of the Mokslumne.Z29 In November 1876 one of thesd i
3 ﬁrndgﬂ wu vaed in bullding a cross leves oOn louer Grand
Island. The performince was more promising and wans tho'ught
- to be 2 suacessfyl demenatration of the utnity of unhtmn '
Tor levee bu11d1n5.3° The dredge diq not. however, aatiafy
‘the ﬁqulﬁment for a machine which would not weaken natural

‘banks in the proness of raiaing levees ahove them,

27The levee followed the right bank of the. llouqh

outhwestward toward Middle River from the slough's outlet .
n Burns' Cut-off. The present Honker Lake Tract, the }
oclmt and Robarts Island north of the Santa Fe right-of- ..
1ne1ud1ng Mebonald Ialand) would be north of thn
“.- . ; .'
Ea"ﬂeclmtj.on of Roberts Ialand. S¥WI, Nov. 20,
5 Pu 5o
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