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Pinecrest Reservow
Publlc Workshop

October 4, 2012

State:Water: Resources Control'Board

Division of Water Rights




Workshop Schedule

1. WelcomeandReviewof Ground RileS™
2. Presentation by State Water Board Staff
3. Comments by Attendees

4..°Closing and Next Steps




Meeting Ground Rules

_ | by
e Sign in sheet and speaker cards.are at ----=- '
 Fill out a speaker-Caid.if you wish to comment

o Comments may be limited to a set amount of time
based on the number of people wishing to speak

» Questions will be answered to best of staff’s ability
(please save questions:for end-of presentation)

o Please respect all speakers, all points of view are
valic |

s No decisions will'be. made today




Presentatlon Outllne

Background i ety
- State Water.Boafti's Mlssron/RoIe X Sl

~ Water quality certification for Spring Gap- Stanislaus
Hydroelectric Project

— Qverview'of operations of Hydroelectric Project below
Pinecrest Reservoir

Racific Gas and _Electrié Company’'s(PG&E’s)
Request

Staff Rec:ommendatlon
| .-NextISteps & Additional tnfarmation




- State Water Board’'s,
~ Mission s
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To preserve, enhance, and restore the quality of
California’s water resources, and ensure their
proper allocation'and efficient use'for the benefit of
present and future generations.

hitp.//www.waterboards.ca.gov




Background

e Joint authorlty farwater rights and water quallty to.
provide protectlon ot Catifornia’s waters

o Protect and enforce many water uses including

needs of industry, agriculture, municipal districts,
and.environment

o Balancing role between the various beneficial'uses
Vot waters




Why are we here?-.

+ State Water Boasd regulates hydroelectrrc;. i
projects’ Via Issuanceof water quality
certifications (8401 of Clean Water Act)

»  Protect water quality

> Balance:beneficial uses

» - Consider existing: water rights




Sp”ng“Gap Stanislaus
Hydroelectric Project” ¥
e PG&E OwnS‘HydrgEIeCt[lCPrOject S

« Pinecrest Reservoir part of Hydroelectric Project,
regulating water distribution downstream
o Water quality certification

»Originally iIssued. Septembern 15,.2008,
minimum Pinecrest Lake level 0f 5,610 feet on Labor Day

> Amended via State Water Board Order 2009-0039,
| minimum Pinecrest Lake level 0f:5,608 feet on Labor Day
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- Pinecrest Lake Level
Study :

F'

° Developed by PG&E as requwement of water
quality certification =

o Focused on affects of lake level on various

recreation features

o 14 comments received on the study:

» All'commenters were opposed to lowering of.Labor
Day minimum lake level

» - Majority'‘encouraged extending mmimum elevation
of 5,608 teet untikOctaber 1




PG&ES Rmequest :

e PG&E rgquesﬁed the followmg modlflc’atlons |
to minimum--lake tével:

» 5606 feet in Wet Water Years
» 5,604 feet In Wet-NormaI Water Years

» 5,600 feet in.Normal-Dry and Dry
Water Years '




~ Water Year Types-

F'

Based on,me Department.of. Water Resmurces
forecast for anngal unimpaired inflow into
New Melones Reservolir

Set into water year types by ranges of total acre-
feet of water forecasted for that water year

Example: Critically:Dry is defined as a forecasted
inflow: of less,than 350,000 acre-feet Iinto
NewMelones Reservair




StaffRecommendatlon
on Lake Levels ;

o Lake |evel&t@ refhain at 5,608 foet untll Fabor Day
except in Dry water years when the spills from
Pinecrest Reservoir end before July 1 (such as

this past year)

» Inithose (dry)years:minimum-lake levels would be
lowered to 5,606 feet

* Incritically dry years, PG&E is ableito request a
Saminimum lake levebapprapriate for that year's
L situation | (existing condition)
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Factors Influencing Staff
3

Recommendations = * 7.

» Historic fake'levels-en-Labor Day before this
condition was In effect are not comparable

» Leakage through the Dam during summer
elevations was ~10.cubic feet per second(cfs)
N 1980's and ~20.cfsin the:1990's

= Repairwork by PG&E in 2002 reduced that
leakage to airange of 1 — 5.cfS




Factorsinfluencing Ste
Recc)mmendations

o Staff recommendatlon would Jave covered
TuolumneTtilities Distrct’s (TUD) needs for 2012,
which had earliest end of spill on record

« TUD’s 2010 Urban Water Management:Plan;
finalized in. June 2011, estimates there Is a reliable
supply. of water through 2035*, even considering
multiple.dry years

*The estimate-assumes steady population grewth through 2035, however 2011

% _Department of Transportation growth analysis estimates a flat ornegative

populatron growth for Tuolumne County




Table 6-3:  Projected Treated and Untreated Water Sales, Additional Water Uses and Losses,
and Total Water Demand (ac-ft/yr)

Treated Water Raw and Recycled Water
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g $58 | £5 | 5F5 | 588 | £s | $§4 | Demand
Year = <= 3 =0 == < E =0 <= 3 Total
2010'" 4,197 926 208 2,366 1,850 501 5,465 15,513
2015 5,257 1,017 289 2,829 2,308 575 6,645 18,920
2020 59804 1,142 305 2,985 2,421 607 7.295 20,659
2025 6,636 1,284 321 3,149 2,540 641 8,021 22.592
2030 7.465 1,444 339 3,322 2,664 676 8,831 24741
2035 7,870 1,522 358 3,505 2,794 713 9,312 26,074
MNotes:

1. Based on actual year.
2. Additional treated water uses and losses are descnbed in Section 3.5 and Table 3-13.
3. Water loss through ditch conveyance system is assumed to be 40% of surface water supply based on historical data.

: - From TUD's 2010 Urban Water Management Plan



Table 6-3:  Supply Reliability for the TUD Water System for Year 2035 (ac-ft/yr)
Normal Water | Single-Dry Water Multiple-Dry Water Years

Source Year Year Year 1 Year 2 Year 3
Surface Water 24,500 24,500 24,500 24,500 24,500
Groundwater 1,311 656 656 656 656
Recycled Water 2,794 2,217 2,217 2,217 2,217
Total 28,606 27,372 27,372 27,372 27,372
Percent of Normal 96% 96% 96% 96%

Note:

Table format based on DWR Guidebook Table 28.

As discussed above, TUD's surface water supply from the South Fork of the Stanislaus River,
which accounts for 89 percent of the total available water supply and 95 percent of the supply
available for potable use, is expected to be 100 percent reliable. As shown in Table 6-3, TUD
total water supply is projected to be 96 percent reliable for the Year 2035.

6-4 2010 Urban Water Management Plan
Tuolumne Ultilities District



percent Population Growth

change 1990 - 2035
4.0

1'9"90 1995 2000 2005 2010 2015 2020 2025 2030 2035

From the’CA Department: of Transportation Economic
Analy5|s Branch 2011:Tuolumne.County Report




Factors Influencmg Staff
Recommendations *
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+ PG&E’s IF8KE Le"\rfeis*tudy and comments from
Pinecrest recreationists cite that water hazards
or loss of recreation viability begin to appear
below 5,606 feet

o. .Each foot of elevation equates to about 260 acre-
feet (af), whichafter an estimated 40 percent loss
Sduring delvery enly:provides 156 af of water to
TUD gustomers:,




"ate & tnreasonable Use-

» Complaint receiyed claiming PG&E’S Tuelumne |
Main Cafidl and TURis-ditch system water
losses represent a WURU of water because of
claimed 40 percent* water loss in canal

o Staff recommendation would add a condition
allowing @an update to water quality certification
if-action is taken on the WURU .complaint

i *'__4.0 percentis consistent withthe estimated losses inchided.in
. 11UD’s 2010 Urbah Water Management Plan




“Next Steps "
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. Acceptin'g written comments unti NOOM On -
Thursday, Qctober 18;2012; send to-Me=Jeffrey
PARe AR e |

» Email. jparks@waterboards.ca.gov

»State Water Resources Control Board
Division of Water Rights
Attn: Jeffrey Parks
P.0. Box 2000
Sacramento, CA 95812
». Seeagenda for.additional: submittal methods




“Next Steps

+ PresentatiorFwill be posted -to-'Sb'rin'g Gap i
Stanislaus Hydroelectric Project webpage

o State Water Board Executive Director may issue
an amended cerfification based on comments
received and:availaple information
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o Available'ﬂoh State Water Board’s webpage at:
http://www.waterboards.ca.gov/waterrights/water

~Issues/programs/water quality cert/cega- proje
cts.shtml#ferc2130




~ "Future Updates
» To receive future updates sign up to recelve
emails onllpe e S i RN O~ ol

http://Awww. Waterboards ca. gov/resources/emall
subscriptions/

> Select “State Water Resources Control Board”
> Enter emalladdress and full name
» 'Under Categories; select *Water Rights”

»iSelect Box for “Water Rights Water Quality
Certification”

t U= Click ¥subscribe” bution-at top
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“Questions

Following questions®we will proceed with the
public comment period




