AB 411: Coastal Beach
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The Coastal Beach Monitoring Program (Beach Program) was
Ba Ckg round established in accordance with law passed by California
Legislature in 1997 through Assembly Bill 411



Background

At the state level was administered solely by the
California Department of Public Health (CDPH) until 2012, when:

* The State Water Board assumed the responsibility for directing

monitoring, managing the statewide database, and providing
funding to 16 local environmental agencies, and

* CDPH retained the responsibility for establishing and amending
minimum standards for the sanitation of public beaches.



Monitoring Requirements
and Thresholds

Local environmental health agencies monitor:
* Public beaches with more than:

* 50,000 visitors a year and

* |ocated adjacent to a storm drain that flows
during the summer

* Weekly from April 1st to October 31st




Monitoring Requirements
and Thresholds

* Minimum Protective Bacteriological
Standards established by CDPH

* Both single sample and logarithmic-mean
thresholds for

* Total coliform
* Fecal coliform

* Enterococcus




Monitoring Requirements and Thresholds

Local Environmental Health Agencies conduct monitoring and determine whether
to post, close, or otherwise restrict a beach when the standards are not met.

WARNING

WATER CONTACT NEAR
FLOWING STORM DRAINS
MAY CAUSE ILLNESS

AVISO

CONTACTO CON EL AGUA
CERCA DE LOS DRENAJES
PUEDE CAUSAR ENFERMEDADES
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] For mone information conceming beach water quality
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WARNING

BACTERIA LEVELS EXCEED STATE STANDARDS
COMNTACT WITH OCEAN WATER MAY CAUSE ILLNESS

SWIMMING IS NOT ADVISED

AVISO

EL AGUA DEL MAR CONTIENE NIVELES ALTOS
DE BACTERIA QUE EXCEDEN NIVELES
ESTATALES. EL CONTACTO CON ESTA AGUA
FODRIA CALSAR ENFERMEDADES

NO SE ACONSEJA NADAR
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»  For mom indormation conceming beach mater quality
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1800 5255662 hitp:Newecp g

BEACH CLOSED
FOR SWIMMING

PLAYA CERRADA
PROHIBIDO NADAR

http://www.publichealth.lacounty.gov/eh/safety/beaches.htm#sign
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For more information on the Beach and Bay Program, please click
here.
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Beach Program
Data

U.S. Environmental Protection
Agency BEACON 2.0

* Displays data from coastal states and
territories

Denver UNITED
STATES

https://watersgeo.epa.gov/beacon2/Beacon.html
MEXICO Havana
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Beach Program
Data

Safe to Swim

* Incorporates bacteria data
from multiple sources

* BeachWatch

* (California Environmental
Data Exchange Network

* Central Valley E. coli
Monitoring Results map

https://mywaterguality.ca.gov/safe to swim/
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Search For Your Favorite Beach C}&

Alle MNowCast Grades  Alerts

Welcome
Beach Lover.

We believe that no one should get sick from a day at the
beach, and that’s why we've created a simple, yet
comprehensive tool that lets you search for the latest
water quality information at your favorite beach.

Beach Program
Data

Heal the Bay
* Annual Beach Report Card
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Beach Program
Considerations

* Beach Program Standards
and Ocean Plan water quality objectives are
different, requires statutory change

* Challenges finding laboratories
* Delayedtest results

* Funding needs

* Quality assurance process

* Freshwater monitoring program (AB 1066)




Thank you!

Katherine.Walsh@waterboards.ca.gov

Senior Environmental Scientist Supervisor
State Water Boards
Ocean Standards Unit

Amanda.Blackwell@waterboards.ca.gov

Environmental Scientist
State Water Boards
Ocean Standards Unit
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