October 19, 2000

STATE WATER RESOURCES CONTROL BOARD MEETING

WORKSHOP SESSION – DIVISION OF WATER RIGHTS

NOVEMBER 1, 2000

ITEM 16   

SUBJECT

CONSIDERATION OF A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR OR HIS DESIGNEE TO NEGOTIATE, EXECUTE, AND AMEND, IF NECESSARY,

AN INTERAGENCY AGREEMENT WITH THE MONTEREY COUNTY WATER RESOURCES AGENCY TO PROVIDE FUNDING FOR CONTINUED DEVELOPMENT OF A PHYSICAL SOLUTION AND COMPLETION OF ENVIRONMENTAL DOCUMENTATION THAT ADDRESSES SEAWATER INTRUSION.  THE INTERAGENCY AGREEMENT IS FOR THE AMOUNT OF $800,000 OVER A TWO-YEAR PERIOD.  

DISCUSSION

Seawater intrusion has long been recognized as a serious threat to water supplies in the Salinas Valley.  State Water Resources Control Board Staff have considered a number of alternatives to address this problem, including adjudication of water rights.  MCWRA staff have been working to develop a physical solution to address the seawater intrusion problem and avoid state adjudication of water rights.  In 1998 the MCWRA released a draft environmental impact report (EIR) and project plan for the Salinas Valley Water Project.  As envisioned by the MCWRA, the Salinas Valley Water Project would be capable of reversing seawater intrusion and providing sufficient water supplies to meet the needs of the Salinas Valley throughout the planning period.  However, to complete the environmental review process and implement the project, it will be necessary to revise the environmental documents and continue development of the physical solution to the seawater intrusion problem. 

An approved Budget Change Proposal for the SWRCB’s fiscal year 2000/2001 budget identified $400,000 per year for two years to provide MCWRA with funding to complete environmental documentation and continue development of physical solutions.

At the time the budget augmentation was established, it was recognized that the local agency would not be able to fund all activities necessary to implement a local solution to the seawater intrusion problem.  These activities include the preparation of technical and engineering reports and conducting public outreach activities necessary to gain public support for implementing a solution to the seawater intrusion problem.  Because the local agency is making progress toward developing a local solution to the seawater intrusion problem SWRCB staff currently supports this effort.  This interagency agreement will provide sufficient funding to ensure that the local agency is able to continue its efforts to develop a local solution to the seawater intrusion problem.
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POLICY ISSUES

None

FISCAL IMPACT

None.  The funds were allocated in the SWRCB’s budget for this interagency agreement.

RWQCB IMPACT

None

STAFF RECOMMENDATION

Staff recommends adoption of the proposed resolution.

DRAFT                    Oct. 23, 2000

STATE WATER RESOURCES CONTROL BOARD

RESOLUTION NO. 2000 -  _____

AUTHORIZING THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR OR HIS DESIGNEE

TO NEGOTIATE, EXECUTE, AND AMEND, IF NECESSARY,

AN INTERAGENCY AGREEMENT WITH

THE MONTEREY COUNTY WATER RESOURCES AGENCY (MCWRA)

TO PROVIDE FUNDING FOR

COMPLETION OF ENVIRONMENTAL DOCUMENTATION, AND

DEVELOPMENT OF A PHYSICAL SOLUTION TO ADDRESS SEAWATER INTRUSION IN THE SALINAS VALLEY

WHEREAS:

1. Seawater intrusion has degraded the quality of groundwater in parts of the Salinas Valley,

2. The MCWRA is working diligently to address this serious problem,

3. The MCWRA does not have sufficient resources to complete the required environmental documentation and development of a physical solution;

4. An approved SWRCB budget change proposal for fiscal year 2000/2001 identified $400,000 per year for two years to support this effort by the MCWRA.

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED:

That the SWRCB authorizes the Executive Director or his designee to negotiate, execute, and amend, if necessary, an interagency agreement with the MCWRA for $800,000 for completion of environmental documents and development of a physical solution to the seawater intrusion problem in the Salinas Valley.

CERTIFICATION

The undersigned, Administrative Assistant to the Board, does hereby certify that the foregoing is a full, true, and correct copy of a resolution duly and regularly adopted at a meeting of the State Water Resources Control Board held on November 16, 2000.

                                                                         __________________________________________    





Maureen Marche 






Administrative Assistant to the Board
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