STATE WATER RESOURCES CONTROL BOARD

WORKSHOP SESSION – DIVISION OF CLEAN WATER PROGRAMS

MARCH 6, 2002

ITEM 8

SUBJECT

CONSIDERATION OF APPROVAL OF A CLEAN BEACHES INITIATIVE GRANT FOR THE COUNTY OF SAN MATEO (COUNTY) FOR THE STATE BEACHES ASSOCIATED WITH THE PILLARCITOS AND GAZOS WATERSHEDS TO FUND PHASE I OF THE FECAL BACTERIA SOURCE TRACKING AND SOURCE ABATEMENT (PROJECT) FROM THE COASTAL NONPOINT SOURCE CONTROL (CNPSC) SUBACCOUNT ESTABLISHED IN THE COSTA-MACHADO WATER ACT OF 2000 (ACT).

DISCUSSION

The County, located south of the City of San Francisco, has 45 miles of Pacific Ocean coastline with many perennial creeks that drain into the ocean at county and state beaches.  The Pillarcitos watershed is located in the northern part of the County where the Pillarcitos and Frenchman’s Creeks drain into Half Moon Bay State Beach.  Gazos Creek Access is one of the southernmost beaches in San Mateo County and is fed by Gazos Creek.  Ano Nuevo Island with its famous Elephant seal population lies just to the south.  The first phase of this project will be conducted on the Pillarcitos watershed.  The project proposes to track bacterial sources through methodical water quality sampling of the major creeks within the watershed.  Enforcement and Best Management Practices (BMP) will be used to eliminate the identified sources. The second phase of the project will be conducted based on the results of the first phase.

On July 26, 2001, Governor Gray Davis signed the Budget Act of 2001 (SB739), which appropriated a total of $32,298,000 from the Act’s CNPSC Subaccount for clean beach projects in accordance with a specific schedule.  The County was identified in the following Item: (ak): County of San Mateo: Pillarcitos and Gazos ($250,000). 

The Act’s CNPSC Program provides funding for projects that restore and protect the water quality and environment of coastal waters, estuaries, bays, and near shore waters, and groundwater.  All projects receiving grant funding from this subaccount are required to meet the following criteria:

(a) projects shall demonstrate the capability of contributing to sustained, long-term water quality or environmental restoration or protection benefits for a period of 20 years;

(b) projects shall address the causes of degradation, rather than the symptoms;

(c) projects shall be consistent with water quality and resource protection plans prepared implemented, or adopted by the State Water Resources Control Board (SWRCB), the applicable Regional Water Quality Control Board, and the California Coastal Commission (CCC);

(d) applicants shall inform the SWRCB of any necessary public agency approvals, entitlements, and permits that may be necessary to implement the Project; and applicants shall certify the to SWRCB that such approvals, entitlements, and permits have been granted;

(e) projects shall be consistent with recovery plans for coho salmon, steelhead trout, or other threatened or endangered aquatic species; 

(f) applicants shall be required to submit to the SWRCB a monitoring and reporting plan;

(g) the SWRCB shall provide the opportunity for public review and comment;

(h) the recipient shall provide a matching contribution consistent with Section 79148.8(f) of the Water Code for the portion of the Project consisting of capital costs for construction;

(i) upon completion of the Project, the recipient of the funds shall submit a report to the SWRCB that summarizes the completed activities and indicates whether the purpose of the Project has been met.

Pillarcitos Creek is a perennial creek that arises on the western slope of Montara Mountain in the San Francisco State Fish and Game Refuge and enters the Pacific Ocean at Half Moon Bay.  Frenchman’s Creek also empties into the ocean in the same area, and therefore is included in the proposed project.  The amount of bacteria carried by these creeks into the ocean has resulted in postings at the adjacent beaches at least annually for decades.  This project will map known potential sources of contamination within the watershed.  A top-down approach will then sample and track sources of bacteria in the watershed.  Enforcement of existing septic compliance laws and voluntary use of BMPs by animal owners and facility operators is expected to abate the identified sources.  Leaking septic systems will be repaired under permit from the County; the County’s experience indicates that repairs on septic systems have a useful life of at least 30 years.  In addition, continued sampling will be done at strategic points to ensure that new sources of bacterial contamination are located and corrected in a timely manner.  

The San Francisco Bay Regional Water Quality Control Board (SFBRWQCB) has reviewed the project and determined that it is consistent with existing water quality control plans.  In addition, the SWRCB consulted with the Beach Water Quality Task Force (BWQTF) and the CCC on December 4, 2001, and January 29, 2002; the BWQTF and the CCC determined the project meets the requirements of the Act.  A monitoring and reporting plan will be developed as part of the Project.  The County, in its application for grant funding indicated that no permits are required to conduct the work.

POLICY ISSUE
Should the SWRCB adopt a resolution approving grant funding for the County for Phase I of the Project in an amount not to exceed $175,000?

FISCAL IMPACT
The Budget Act of 2001 allocated $250,000 to the County for the state beaches associated with the Pillarcitos and Gazos Watersheds.  The first phase of the Project will allow $175,000 to map, track, and abate the sources in the Pillarcitos watershed leaving $75,000 for the second phase of the Project, the Gazos watershed.

RWQCB IMPACT
Yes, SFBRWQCB.

STAFF RECOMMENDATION
That the SWRCB adopt a resolution approving grant funding for the County for Phase I of the Project in an amount not to exceed $175,000.

DRAFT           February 21, 2002

STATE WATER RESOURCES CONTROL BOARD

RESOLUTION NO. 2002 - ____

APPROVAL OF A CLEAN BEACHES INITIATIVE GRANT THE COUNTY OF SAN MATEO (COUNTY) FOR THE STATE BEACHES ASSOCIATED WITH THE PILLARCITOS AND GAZOS WATERSHEDS TO FUND PHASE I OF THE FECAL BACTERIA SOURCE TRACKING AND SOURCE ABATEMENT (PROJECT) FROM THE COASTAL NONPOINT SOURCE CONTROL (CNPSC) SUBACCOUNT ESTABLISHED IN THE COSTA-MACHADO WATER ACT OF 2000 (ACT).

WHEREAS:

1. The Act was approved by the voters in the March 7, 2000, primary election;

2. The Act created the CNPSC Subaccount at Water Code Section 79148.4;

3. The Budget Act of 2001 (SB 739) appropriated a total of $32,298,000 from the Act’s CNPSC Subaccount (Item 3940-101-6022) for clean beach projects in accordance with a specific schedule. The County was identified as Item (ak): County of San Mateo: Pillarcitos and Gazos ($250,000);

4. The County has submitted the necessary documentation to satisfy the criteria of the Act for the Project and agreed to provide funds or in-kind match consistent with §79148.8(f) of the Water Code for the capital costs of the project;

5. The Beach Water Quality Task Force, in cooperation with the California Coastal Commission, reviewed the project on December 4, 2001, and January 29, 2002, and have determined that it is consistent with the requirements of the Act.

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED THAT:

The State Water Resources Control Board approves grant funding for the County for Phase I of the Project in an amount not to exceed $175,000.

CERTIFICATION

The undersigned, Clerk to the Board, does hereby certify that the forgoing is a full, true, and correct copy of a resolution duly and regularly adopted at a meeting of the State Water Resources Control Board held on March 21, 2002.


_______________________________


Maureen Marché


Clerk to the Board

