STATE WATER RESOURCES CONTROL BOARD 

WORKSHOP SESSION  - DIVISION OF CLEAN WATER PROGAMS

SEPTEMBER 4, 2002

ITEM

SUBJECT

THE LAHONTAN REGIONAL WATER QUALITY CONTROL BOARD (LRWQCB) REQUESTS FUNDING FROM THE WATER QUALITY CONTROL FUND CLEANUP AND ABATEMENT ACCOUNT (CAA) IN THE AMOUNT OF $425,000 FOR CONTINUED TREATMENT OF ACID MINE DRAINAGE (AMD) AT LEVIATHAN MINE (MINE)

DISCUSSION

The Mine is located in Alpine County, California, and is an inactive sulfur mine that the State acquired in 1984 in order to clean up water quality problems caused by historic mining. Jurisdiction over the Mine rests with the State Water Resources Control Board, which, in turn, has delegated jurisdiction over cleanup work to the LRWQCB.  

In 1985, the LRWQCB received funding to complete a pollution abatement system at the Mine to capture and divert surface runoff to reduce percolation into site soils, thereby reducing the volume of AMD, a dilute sulfuric acid containing heavy metals. The abatement system captures and evaporates AMD from underground mining in lined evaporation ponds. The evaporation ponds cannot fully contain the runoff; consequently, the ponds periodically overflow resulting in the discharge of AMD to Leviathan Creek.  In order to prevent pond overflows, the LRWQCB assessed and tested a treatment process during the 1999 and 2000 field seasons, which run from mid-June through early October, that enabled the treatment and discharge of treated pond water during the summer months.  The process increased pond holding capacity for the subsequent winter and spring months and no overflow occurred since the initiation of the treatment process.  

In May 2000, the United States Environmental Protection Agency (USEPA) designated Leviathan Mine as a federal Superfund site, and because the State of California is the present property owner, USEPA has identified the State as a Potentially Responsible Party (PRP).  The USEPA issued Administrative Abatement Actions (AAAs) annually from 2000 to 2002 directing the LRWQCB to implement pollution abatement activities, including pond water treatment, at the Mine during the field seasons.  

In 2001, the California Department of General Services (DGS), on behalf of the LRWQCB, administered a contract for assembly, operation and maintenance, and demobilization of an AMD treatment system at the Mine. It is anticipated that current funding under the contract will be expended by mid-August 2002. The remaining work will be funded from the FY 2002-03 budget and costs to cover this work through the field season are estimated at $524,000.  An emergency allocation of $99,000 was approved 

by the Division of Clean Water Programs to allow work to continue beyond mid-August 2002.  However, until the FY 2002-03 State budget is enacted, work at the Mine will cease when the current and emergency funding is expended.  The LRWQCB is requesting $425,000 to cover the costs of completing the field season’s pond treatment efforts.  If funding is not available for the completion of work during the 2002 field season, the State may not be able to comply with its obligation under the AAA issued by USEPA. More importantly, failure to treat sufficient AMD stored in the ponds will result in an overflow of the ponds during the 2002-03 winter season, causing adverse water quality impacts in Leviathan Creek. 

POLICY ISSUE

Should the SWRCB approve CAA money for the continued treatment of AMD at the  Mine?  

FISCAL IMPACT

Funding Available for Future Commitments
   $  5,234,772

This Request
      $     425,000

Remaining Balance
 $  4,809,772




RWQCB IMPACT

The request has the support of the LRWQCB. 

STAFF RECOMMENDATION

The Division of Clean Water Programs recommends that the SWRCB approve the LRWQCB request for $425,000 to continue treatment of AMD at the Mine.  

STATE WATER RESOURCES CONTROL BOARD

RESOLUTION NO. 2002 - ____

THE LAHONTAN REGIONAL WATER QUALITY CONTROL BOARD (LRWQCB) REQUESTS FUNDING FROM THE WATER QUALITY CONTROL FUND CLEANUP AND ABATEMENT ACCOUNT (CAA) IN THE AMOUNT OF $425,000 FOR CONTINUED TREATMENT OF ACID MINE DRAINAGE AT LEVIATHAN MINE  (MINE)

WHEREAS:

1. The Mine is an inactive sulfur mine acquired by the State in 1984 to clean up water quality problems caused by historic mining;

2. Since 1985, funds have been provided to treat the volume of AMD generated at the site; thereby, reducing adverse water quality impacts in the Mine Watershed;

3. Administrative Abatement Orders issued by the United States Environmental Protection Agency  require the LRWQCB to treat AMD in pond water during the field seasons, which run from mid-August to October of each year; 

4. Current and emergency funds to treat AMD at the site are anticipated to be fully expended by September 2002 and new funding will not be available until enactment of the FY 2002/03 budget;

z

5. Failure to treat the AMD will result in an overflow of the ponds during the 2002/03 winter season causing adverse water quality impacts in Leviathan Creek and threaten the health of the Leviathan Creek watershed. 

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED THAT:

The State Water Resources Control Board approves funding from the Cleanup and Abatement Account in the amount of $425,000 to fund the continued treatment of AMD at the Mine.  

CERTIFICATION

The undersigned, Clerk to the Board, does hereby certify that the forgoing is a full, true, and correct copy of a resolution duly and regularly adopted at a meeting of the State Water Resources Control Board held on September 19, 2002.


_______________________________


Maureen Marché


Clerk to the Board

